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In, Doctrine - What Do We Believe?, Pastor Kurt Trucksess teaches eleven 
basics of the Christian faith as articulated by the 2008 revision of the Evangelical 
Free Church Statement of Faith.  In this series, we learn the nature of God.  We 
discover why we can trust our Bible.  Using the lens of Scripture, the scope of our 
sin and the grace offered to us through Christ is revealed.  The center of the 
series provides extensive teaching on Christʼs identity and work, the hinge upon 
which the Christian faith turns.  Focusing on the Christian life, the teachings on 
the Holy Spirit and Christian Living teach how to overcome persistent sin and 
discover the joy God offers as we walk with him.  The series completes by 
painting a picture of the eternal destinies of mankind when Christ returns. 

The Doctrine series is guaranteed to challenge your heart and your mind.  While 
rich in theology, using a no-holds-barred teaching style that is seasoned with 
stories and humor, Kurt will keep you engaged while you learn the basics of the 
faith.

For this work, I owe a debt of gratitude to other whose resources were 
invaluable.  There are many to thank, but those who were particularly helpful are: 
Mark Driscoll, Erwin Lutzer, Wayne Grudem, and Charles Stanley.  To them I am 
forever grateful.

I would like to offer special thanks to Sheryl Fastenow, my secretary, for her 
editorial work.

I also want to sincerely thank our church family for their attentive ears and 
teachable hearts. I dedicate this digital commentary to you.

Because of God’s Mercy,

Kurt
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God
Sign Title:  God

September 19, 2010

" Good morning Faith!  It is good to see everyone.  My name is Kurt.  Iʼm 
one of the pastors.  Today we are starting a brand new series called Doctrine.  It 
is based on Titus 2:1, where Paul tells Titus to make sure he teaches what is in 
accord with sound doctrine.  I usually teach a smaller version of this in our 
membership class but as a church, we are looking to adopt the new Free Church 
Statement of Faith.  Before we do that, I wanted to teach through this new 
statement for the next 10 weeks so we know what we were adopting.  This also 
serves to fulfilling the theological prerequisites for our membership course in the 
church.
" Today the topic is God and I am going to teach on the doctrine of the 
Trinity.  Augustine, an early church leader, said that if you deny the Trinity, you 
lose your soul, if you try to explain the Trinity, you will lose your mind.  So this 
morning, it is my hope to avoid both of those pitfalls.  Let me prepare you by 
letting you know that you will have to think today.  The Trinity is a tough topic.  If 
you flunked out of school, here is your chance to give it a second shot.  Iʼm going 
to pray and then we are jumping right in.
" Father, thank you that you are a great God.  Jesus, thank you for coming 
to die for our sins and Holy Spirit, thank you for not leaving us alone.  As we 
study today, I ask for wisdom to teach well and I ask for the people to understand 
and be changed.  Amen

" One thing everyone wants is relationships.  We want communication.  
Much of our new technology is just new ways to speak and be spoken to.  That is 
why cell phones, text messaging, the internet, blogs and e-mails are so popular.  
Deep inside of us is a burning desire for intimate relationships.  Why are we that 
way?  Why arenʼt we content to be alone?  It is because we are made in the 
image and likeness of God.  God is all about intimacy and love.  We will learn 
more about that this morning.  If you like relationships, it is important we study 
about God.
" Another reason we are doing this series on doctrine is because every 
problem we face in life is theological at its core.  It really is.  If we have a faulty 
view of God, it means we will suffer in absolutely every way because if we donʼt 
understand what God is like, we wonʼt understand what we are to be like.
" So as we approach the doctrine of the Trinity, we will discover who God is.  
We will study Godʼs very essence, his very nature.  When we discover who God 
is, it will help us understand who we are.  Believe me, everything in life is 
connected to our understanding of God.  The better we can understand God, the 
better our life will be.
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" My hope today is to work through a series of questions on the Trinity to 
explain a little of Godʼs nature to you and then to apply it to our lives.
What is the Trinity?
" As a young Christian, I met a guy who tried to shake my faith by telling me 
the word Trinity is not in the Bible.  He was right, but it didnʼt shake my faith.  The 
word Trinity is not in the Bible.  It was first used by an early church father named 
Tertullian who lived from 155 to 220 A.D..  He used this word to summarize the 
totality of biblical teaching regarding Godʼs identity.  So let me begin with a 
definition of The Trinity as we begin to learn about God.
The Trinity is one God, who eternally exists as three distinct persons, Father, Son 
and Spirit who are each fully and equally God.

" This is going to be exciting stuff this morning.  Letʼs work through this.
 There is one God
" Your Bible is clear from beginning to end.  There is one God.  A lot of 
people will tell you there are other Gods.  There are other religions, ideologies 
and perspectives but there is only one God.
To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord is God; there is no other 
besides him. Deuteronomy 4:35 (ESV)
“ ʻSee now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; ... Deuteronomy 
32:39 (ESV)
...Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. Isaiah 43:10 
(ESV)
To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 1 Timothy 1:17 (ESV)
For there is one God,...  1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV)

" Now some of you will say, “What about other religions?  Donʼt they have 
other Gods?  What about them?”  I like the way Jesus says it in John 17:3.  He 
says, “the only true God.”  The inference is there are false Gods out there but 
only one true God.
" This was true in the Old Testament times where the nations who 
surrounded Israel had all kinds of false Gods.  Itʼs also true in the New 
Testament.  For example, in Acts 17, Paul walks into Athens and sees there are 
altars to many different gods scattered throughout the city.  What should we think 
about these different Gods people are worshipping?  Are they just different ways 
of worshipping the one true God we are talking about this morning?  I know that 
for some of you, this will set your hair on fire, but you need to hear this.  
Religions other than Christianity worship demons.  Real, true, powerful spiritual 
beings that are in league with Satan.  The Bible says they masquerade as angels 
of light and perform counterfeit signs, wonders and miracles
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" I talk to people all the time who tell me they are spiritual people.  That may 
be good, it may be bad.  If you are plugging into the one true God, that is a good 
thing.  If you are plugging into anything else, you may be plugging into a demon 
for your spiritual experience.  Let me show you what I mean.
They sacrificed to demons that were no gods,... Deuteronomy 32:17 (ESV)
" Old Testament people, who did not believe in the God of the Bible, went 
through all kinds of spiritual rituals.  They did so to demons, not to the one true 
God of the Bible.  This is also true in the New Testament.
No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do 
not want you to be participants with demons. 1 Corinthians 10:20 (ESV)
" Iʼm not saying other religions donʼt have powerful spiritual experiences.  I 
am saying the origin of those powerful spiritual experiences is not the Trinitarian 
God of the Bible, itʼs a demon.  I believe Allah is a demon named Allah.  He is not 
the Trinitarian God of the Bible.  Buddha is a demon named Buddha.  He is not 
the Trinitarian God of the Bible.  There are plenty of demons who pretend to be 
God.  They want you to worship them.  That is what Satan wanted when he 
rebelled.  He wanted to be worshipped.  
" If you are just spiritual, not Christian, you are tapping into demons for your 
spiritual experiences.  I fear for you if you think all spiritual experiences are good.  
They arenʼt.  I donʼt want you to tap into demons who desire to deceive and 
destroy you.  There is one God. 
 The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are God.
" While there is one God, the Bible tells us the one God exists in three 
persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  That is what we mean by Trinity.  All three 
are called God in the Bible.  Let me show you this from Godʼs Word.
  The Father is God.
...God the Father has set his seal.” John 6:27 (ESV)
yet for us there is one God, the Father,... 1 Corinthians 8:6 (ESV)
" So God, the Father, is God.  I am not going to belabor this point because 
we have a lot to cover and virtually everyone agrees the Father is God.  In the 
history of the world, there are many heresies and false teachings.  I have yet to 
find one heretic that tried to deny God the Father is God.  Even the heretics get 
this one right.  It is that obvious.
  The Son is God.
" Here is where the debate begins.  There are many heretics that say Jesus 
is not God.  One of the great places to see that Jesus is God is John 1:1-2 where 
John is echoing Genesis 1 about the creation of the world.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. John 1:1–2 (ESV)
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" Whoever The Word is, was with the father in the very beginning and he is 
God. It would be great if we could discover who The Word is.   A little later in the 
first chapter of this book, John tells us who The Word is.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 (ESV)
" Who is The Word?...  Jesus, the Son of God!  God the Father was with the 
Son and the Son became a man.  Let me give you another one.
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” John 
8:58 (ESV)
" It says in the next verse that the religious teachers who were present took 
up stones to stone him for blasphemy.  Why?  Elsewhere, it says the religious 
leaders wanted to put Jesus to death because he, a mere man, claimed to be 
God.  When Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I am.”, he was claiming to be the 
God of the Old Testament.  He existed before Abrahamʼs birth and in eternity 
past was with God the Father.  So the religious leaders want to kill Jesus 
because he keeps claiming to be God.  While the religious leaders got it wrong, 
many other people got it right, like Thomas.
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” John 20:28 (ESV)
To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the 
Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. Romans 9:5 (ESV)
...in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 1 John 5:20 (ESV)
" So there is one God.  The Father is God and the Son is God.  What about 
the Holy Spirit?
  The Holy Spirit is God.
" The first thing you need to understand about the Holy Spirit is that the 
Holy Spirit is a he, not an it.  If you think the Holy Spirit is an it or some kind of 
impersonal energy force from Star Wars, youʼve got it wrong.  The Holy Spirit is 
not a force.  He is not an it.  He is a He.  Let me show you what I mean
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,..  Ephesians 4:30 (ESV)
" When we sin, we grieve the Holy Spirit.  An impersonal force cannot be 
grieved.  Can someone show me how you grieve the force of gravity?  You canʼt.  
The Holy Spirit does personal things.  He convicts us, leads us, guides us, 
instructs us, and empowers us.  He can even be outraged.
...has outraged the Spirit of grace? Hebrews 10:29 (ESV)
" The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal energy field.  Try to outrage electricity.  
It doesnʼt work.  The Holy Spirit is a person.  The Holy Spirit is a person in the 
Godhead.
Now the Lord is the Spirit, ...this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 2 
Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV)
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" The Holy Spirit is the Lord.  This is giving Him the title of God.
" Another example of where we see the Holy Spiritʼs identity as God is Acts 
5.  Peter is pastoring the church and Ananias and Sapphira are church members.  
They choose to sell a piece of property and give the proceeds to the church for 
the work of ministry.  They lie and tell people they gave all the money they 
received for the property to the church.
But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 
and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land?...You have not lied 
to men but to God.” Acts 5:3–4 (ESV)
" Who is the Holy Spirit?  He is God, and you just lied to Him.  So the Bible 
says there is one God but the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all called God in 
the Bible.  Let me come at this from a different angle.
The Trinity is the source and definition of love.
God is love. 1 John 4:8 (ESV)
" This is one of the great verses people love in the Bible.  It is so comforting.  
Think about this.  To say God is love is to say God is Trinity.  The very essence of 
the way God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spiritʼs interrelate with one another 
is what?  Love!  
" Some religions teach God was lonely so he made us because he wanted 
somebody to love.  The Bible says that isnʼt true.  God lacks nothing.  God 
doesnʼt need us.  In the Trinitarian nature of God, there is love, friendship, 
harmony, unity and community that exists between members of the God-head.  
Our relationships with one another are to be all defined by and derivative of, the 
great source of love we see in action, the Trinity.
" We see this love in the relationship Jesus had with the Father while on 
earth.
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. John 3:35 (ESV)
but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I 
love the Father... John 14:31 (ESV)
" The essence of the Trinity and the relationship between members of the 
Trinity is love.  This is so important. You and I were made to love and be loved.  
Apart from God, we have no idea of what love looks like.  We think love is sex.  
We donʼt even know what love looks like until we see the source of love in action.  
Remember, everything is theology.  Until we begin to understand God and what 
love looks like between the members of the Trinity, we will never know how to 
love anyone else.
Does the Trinity appear in the Old Testament?
" This is a good question.  Letʼs start at the book of beginnings because that 
is where the Trinity begins.
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters. Genesis 1:1–2 (ESV)
" The word for God is important.  It is the word Elohim.  Itʼs plural.  There is 
plurality in the Godhead from the very first verse of the Bible.  Who else was 
involved?  The Spirit of God hovered over the face of the waters.
" Now I want to share with you something exciting.  I am sort of a Bible geek 
and I ran across something this week that really tripped my trigger.  This comes 
from something called the Targum Neofiti.  It was written roughly 200 years 
before the birth of Christ.
" Let me explain to you what a Targum is.  A Targum is an accepted Jewish 
translation of the Old Testament.  Jewish scholars in the ancient world did their 
research and wrote down acceptable translations of the Old Testament.  
Remember, this is from 200 years before Christ.  This is what Targum Neofiti tells 
us is a good way to translate Genesis 1:1-2
In the beginning, by the Firstborn. God created…” Genesis 1:1 (Targum Neofiti)
" Hold on here!  Who is the firstborn?  It is Jesus!  This is 200 years before 
Christ comes on the scene and Jewish scholars see Christ in the Old Testament 
as the one who carried out God the Fatherʼs creative decrees.
 " In the New Testament, who does Paul say Jesus is?
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. Colossians 1:15 
(ESV
" So the opening lines of the Bible are Trinitarian.  It says through the will of 
the Father, Jesus, the firstborn (that is Christ) carried out the Fatherʼs creative 
decrees.  The Holy Spirit was involved too.  The Trinity created everything!  The 
Trinity is also found in many other places.
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image,...” Genesis 1:26 (ESV)
Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing 
good and evil... ” Genesis 3:22 (ESV)
" Many times the Old Testament speaks of God in plurality.  There are many 
other places I could show this to you but for the sake of time, I am moving on.
Does the Trinity appear in the New Testament?
" It is a Trinity party at the conception of Jesus.
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. Luke 1:35 (ESV)
" The power of the Most High is God the Father.  The Holy Spirit is the one 
who comes upon her.  The son to be born to Mary is the Son of God, the second 
person of the Trinity.  It is a Trinity party at the conception of Jesus.
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" It is also a Trinity party at Christʼs baptism.  Remember when Christ was 
baptized, who spoke from heaven?  God the Father.  What did he say?  “This is 
my Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  Then the Holy Spirit descended in the form 
of a dove.  There we have it.  God the Father speaking from heaven.  God the 
Son coming up out of the water.  God the Holy Spirit descending in the form of a 
dove.  There are many other footprints of the Trinity in the New Testament but 
because of time, we will move on.
When was the Trinity recognized?
" Some of you, who know a little about church history, know the Trinity was 
not formally stated by the church until the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D.  Some 
wonder why it took the church so long to recognize the Trinity.  The simple fact is 
that while the Trinity wasnʼt stated until 325 A.D., it was recognized from the very 
beginning of the church.  Tertullian was even using the word Trinity in the 200ʻs.  
Why did it take the church so long to formally recognize this?  
" Prior to the 300ʼs, Christians didnʼt have a lot of free time on their hands. 
They were being fed to the lions, run through with swords, burned alive and 
crucified.  They didnʼt have time for church meetings until things died down.  
When things settled a bit, they gathered as church leaders to formally recognize 
things.  Like the council of Nicea, which affirmed the Trinity in 325 A.D. and the 
Council of Constantinople in 381 A.D. which reaffirmed the Trinity.  
" As if the Trinity was not firmly anchored enough through those early 
church councils, a man named Augustine, who was one of the leading thinkers, 
not just of Christianity, but of the western world, spent from 400 to 419 A.D. 
studying the Trinity.  Nineteen years studying the topic.  If you think this is 
complicated, youʼre right, it is.  Here is one of the greatest minds of the Western 
World who studied this topic for 19 years so he could publish a book called The 
Treaties on the Trinity.  It is the definitive work on the Trinity has stood un-refuted 
for 1,500 years.  In this book, Augustine is not able to get to the bottom of the 
Trinity, he is only able to begin to describe Godʼs Trinitarian nature.
Conclusion
" Along comes a book called The Shack.  People read it and think they now 
understand the Trinity.  It is a book about the Trinity.  Michael W. Smith endorses 
it.  Christians love it, but trust me, you donʼt understand the Trinity.  
" Hereʼs the book.  A guy named Mack gets a letter from God.  God wants to 
meet Mack at the Shack.  Mack goes to the shack and the book is about Mack 
having a conversation with the Trinity.  God the Father is portrayed as an African-
American woman named Papa.  Jesus is a guy of middle-eastern descent.  The 
Holy Spirit is portrayed as an Asian lady.
" Many things the book teaches about the Trinity are heresy.  Let me show 
you some.
1. It creates an image of God the Father. - One of the Ten Commandments is 

not to make a graven image of God.  What is a graven image?  It is taking the 
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invisible God and trying to make him visible.  The Puritans understood this to 
mean you can not try to picture God the Father as an image.  To picture him 
as an old man is to make a graven image of him.  To picture him as an 
African-American woman is to make a graven image of him.  You can try to 
picture God the Son, because he took on flesh.  You can try to picture the 
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, but to think you can picture God the Father 
in any physical form is to make him much smaller than he is.  It is a violation 
of one of the Ten Commandments.  It is heresy.

2. It is goddess worship.  If God the Father is really God the mother, that 
changes everything.  Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father in heaven…” not 
“Our mother in the shack…”  Think this through.  If God tells us to address 
him as Father, to think of him as a woman is heresy.  It is to say we worship a 
goddess, not God.

3. It commits the heresy of modalism.  I told you last week that Sunday 
morning is only half the story.  There is a lot more to learn in small groups this 
year.  One of the things you will learn in your small group this week is how to 
get the Trinity wrong.  One of the ways to get the Trinity wrong is modalism.  It 
is to say God the Father and the Son are really the same God, just appearing 
in different ways at different times.  It is failing to recognize they are separate 
and distinct.  Let me quote for you from this book.  Papa at one point says, “I 
am truly human in Jesus.”  Thatʼs not true.  The Father was not born of a 
virgin.  The Father did not die on the cross.  The Father did not rise from the 
dead.  The Son did.  Jesus is not God the Father with a mask on.

4. It doesnʼt recognize hierarchy in the Trinity.  Let me quote from The Shack 
again, “They are in a circle of relationship, not a chain of command or great 
chain of being.  Hierarchy would make no sense among us.”  Thatʼs not true!  
The book says there is no deference in the Trinity.  But there is deference!  
For example, Jesus says, “The Father sent me.” and “I only do what the 
Father tells me to do.”  This is essential to understanding the Trinity: equality 
but deference.  Out of this we get all kinds of practical teachings.  For 
example, children are supposed to honor their father and mother.  They are 
not less than their father and mother, but they are to listen to and respect 
them.  Wives are to honor and submit to their husbands.  Wives are not less 
in person or identity than their husbands but they are to have deference to 
their husband and be a help and support to them.  Christians are not less 
than their pastors but the body is to listen to its spiritual leadership.  
Deference but equality is not sinful, it is the way the Trinity operates and the 
way God calls us to relate to one another.

" The Trinity is a complicated and humbling subject but it is important for us 
to study.  Until we understand love in the Trinity, we cannot understand what love 
is to look like between us on earth.  Until we understand equality but deference in 
the Trinity, we cannot understand equality but deference in relationships here on 
earth.
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" I know some of you think I was unloving this morning toward the Shack 
and I was insensitive by telling you demons are behind other religions.  I am not 
being unloving.  I am being very loving.  It would be unloving for me to let you 
party with demons and dumb down God.  
" Remember, this morning was only part one.  There is much more to learn 
in part 2 material in your small groups this week.
Prayer
Father, Son and Holy Spirit; thank you for being more than our minds can bear.  
Thank you for teaching us how we are to relate to you and to one another.  
Thank you Father for having the plan to save us.  Thank you Jesus for humbling 
yourself, carrying it out.  Thank you Holy Spirit for not leaving us alone but 
empowering us and gifting us to fulfill the Fatherʼs will for our life today.  Amen.

© Dr. Kurt Trucksess - Doctrine - What do we believe? - www.Christ2Rculture.com - Page 12

http://www.kurttrucksess.com
http://www.kurttrucksess.com


God
Small Group Work Sheet

September 19, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker
• If you were to ask someone on the street what God is like, what do you think 

they would say?
• As a group, name as many attributes of God as you can and explain what it 

means.

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• Pastor Kurt said there is one God.  Behind the worship in other religions are 

demons, who are the object of that worship.  Do you agree or disagree?  When 
other religions talk about powerful spiritual experiences and miracles, how do 
you explain them?  How does this change the way you look at other people, 
their right to their own religious beliefs and their eternal destiny?  

• The Trinity is one God existing in three persons.  It is impossible to understand 
how this can be true.  What verses would you use to show someone the Trinity 
in Scripture.  Write them down in your Bible.

• The Trinity, and the way we see the members of the Godhead relating to one 
another, is the source and definition of love.  Pastor Kurt said that until we see 
how love is lived out in the Trinity, we cannot understand what love is or how to 
live it out.  If this is true, what do we learn about love from watching the Trinity 
in action?

• Show one place in Scripture we see a “Trinity Party.”
• Have you read The Shack?  While it is a well written book, what did you learn 

that is dangerous about the theology behind the book?

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
How does this study on the Trinity help in real life?
As we said earlier in this study.  Theology is everything.  Without a right 
understanding of God we will suffer in every way.  I want you to have a right 
understanding of God so you can live the joy of a Trinitarian life.
• Trinitarian life is connected to the Trinity.  As a Christian who repents of sin 

and trusts in Jesus, the division between me and God is removed through 
Jesusʼ death and resurrection.  Where is the Holy Spirit in a Christianʼs life?  In 
us!  We are brought into a relationship with the Trinity.  All of our life, worship, 
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service, prayer and service is by the Holy Spirit, through the Son and to the 
Father.  If you are a Christian, everything about your life is Trinitarian.

• Trinitarian life is loving.  Too many people have a screwed up understanding 
of love.  They think it is a warm fuzzy feeling.  It is not.  Until we see love in the 
Trinity, we have no clue what it is.  The Son loved the Father.  He carried out 
the Fatherʼs will for our redemption by his own choice.  He humbled himself to 
become a man.  He died for our sin and he did this out of love for the father.  
Trinitarian love is honoring, serving and cherishing others, not using them.

• Trinitarian life is community.  Before sin entered the world, one thing was not 
good.  What was it?  (All the guys should be able to answer this one!)  It was 
not good for man to be alone.  Loneliness is not what God intended.  
Relationship, community, friendship and connection is what God intends.  God 
himself, in the Trinity, is a loving relational community, we have that desire for 
connection within us too.  That is why it is not good to be alone.

• Trinitarian life is transparent.  Did you know that the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit have no secrets?  Nothing is hidden.  They live in complete open, 
authentic, transparent community.  God calls us to live the same way with one 
another.  Doesnʼt that sound awesome!

• Trinitarian life is humble.  Did you know there was never a day when Jesus 
was jealous of the glory of the Father?  Did you know that there is never a day 
when the name of Jesus is worshipped and the Holy Spirit stands back in 
jealousy of his glory?  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all together humble 
and they live together for the well-being of the other.

• Trinitarian life is submissive.  Jesus Christ, though equal to the Father, is 
submissive to the Father.  He respects authority.  If you are defiant, youʼre not 
Trinitarian, youʼre Satanic.  Satan is the source of defiance.

• Trinitarian life is happy.  No one is happier than God.  Do you know that 
within the Father, son and Spirit there is nothing but unprecedented, 
unparalleled joy?  Do you know why?  There is no sin, no jealousy, no conflict.  
Thereʼs no disrespect, no lying, no hiding.  There is perfect communication, 
perfect affection, perfect connection.  That is God in himself, the happiest 
person who has ever existed.

How do people mess up the Trinity?
There are three ways to mess up your understanding of the Trinity.
• Polytheism or Tritheism - We learned in the sermon there is one God that 

exists eternally in three persons.  Some people try to understand this by 
thinking there is more than one God.  This would include Mormonism, which 
says that there are multiple gods and that Jesus was a man who became God, 
not God who became a man.  Itʼs a complete inversion.  Mormonism says there 
are multiple gods and that men and women, like Jesus, have the opportunity to 
become God.  The Bible says that Jesus is not a man who became God, heʼs 
God who became a man.  Thatʼs totally different!  Mormonism is also 
polytheistic.  They believe in multiple Gods.

• Modalism - This is an error that goes the other way.  This is denying that the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are all distinct persons in the godhead.  
These people claim that God sort of puts on a mask and plays a role.  So in the 
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Old Testament he acts like the Father, in the days of Jesus he acts like the Son, 
and then from Acts onward he acts like the Holy Spirit.  This is one of the 
heretical teachings in The Shack where Papa claims to be Jesus.  It is also the 
problem with the analogy of the Trinity being like water and appearing in three 
different forms: ice, water and steam.  This analogy breaks down because the 
persons of the Trinity are distinct, not just three different forms of the same 
God.  The evidence of this breakdown is seen in the passages of Scripture that 
show all three persons of the Trinity appearing at the same time, such as in 
Christʼs baptism.  The people who teach this today (beside the author of The 
Shack) is the United Pentecostal Church.  They are a whole denomination who 
claim to be Christian but deny the Trinity because they say there is one god 
who wears three different masks.

• Arianism - While we donʼt use the label Arianism today, this is the name of the 
ancient heresy that was declared as untrue.  It is denying that the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit are all equally God.  This is what the Jehovahʼs Witnesses 
believe today.  They believe that Jesus is not God but a created being and that 
the Holy Spirit is an impersonal force.  It sounds reasonable, but as you saw in 
the sermon, it is not what the Bible teaches.

What is the difference between the imminent and economic Trinity?
One of the best ways to understand love in the Trinity is to see the Trinity in 
economic functionality.  What do I mean by that?  Many of the older theological 
textbooks make a distinction between the imminent and economic functioning of 
the Trinity.  The imminent Trinity is how God is within himself.  The economic 
Trinity is how God works in history.
Regarding our salvation, we see love demonstrated in the economic functioning 
of the Trinity.  

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of 
the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 1 Peter 1:2 (ESV)

Peter is saying that God the Father foreknew who he would save.  God 
the Son came and shed his blood in our place for our sins.  God the Spirit 
takes up residence in the Christians to sanctify us, to cleanse us, to 
transform us to be more and more like Jesus.  The whole Trinity is 
involved in our salvation but they are each playing different roles in our 
salvation.

Ephesians 1:3-14

This will blow your mind.  In the Greek text, these verses are one thought.  
It says again that our whole salvation is Trinitarian.  The Father 
predestined us for salvation before the foundations of the earth, the Son 
entered history, died in our place for our sins.  He rose for our salvation.  
The Holy Spirit takes up residence in Christians regenerating our heart, 
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renewing our minds and being the seal upon us that guarantees our future 
inheritance.

Does God have limited knowledge and power?
One of the changes from the old Free Church Statement of Faith to the new one 
we will be adopting is the addition of the phrase, “...having limitless knowledge 
and sovereign power...”  to the statement about God.  This is added to address 
questions about the openness of God, usually called Open Theism. The open 
theist believes that “God canʼt foreknow the good or bad decisions of the people 
He creates until He creates these people and they, in turn, create their 
decisions.”  This is a serious departure from the orthodox view held by the 
Christian church for the last two thousand years.

Open Theism has arisen as an attempt by some theologians (such as Gregory 
Boyd and John Sanders) to respond to passages in the Bible where it appears 
that God has changed his mind or made a mistake.  Their hope is that this open 
view of God would provide hope in the face of tragedy because they believe God 
did not see the tragedy coming.  This hope does not materialize because Godʼs 
inability to handle the future wipes away the only hope that can be possessed by 
those who are wounded and grieving (Gen. 50:20).  That is, the hope that Godʼs 
sovereignty is able to bring good out of the tragedy.

The testimony of Scripture is clear.  God governs all the events in the universe 
and he does this without sin nor without removing manʼs responsibility for his 
actions.  The Bible teaches that God works all things in conformity with the 
purpose of his will.  This includes the rolling of dice (Prov. 16:33), falling sparrows 
(Matt. 10:29), failing sight (Ex. 4:11), financial loss (1 Sam. 2:7), the decisions of 
kings (Prov. 21:1), the sickness of children (2 Sam. 12:15), the suffering and 
slaughter of saints (1 Peter 4:19; Psalm 44:11), repentance (2 Tim. 2:25), faith 
(Phil. 1:29), life and death (1 Sam. 2:6) and the crucifixion of Christ (Acts 
4:27-28).  The testimony of Scripture is that from the smallest element to the 
greatest event God governs all for his wise, just, and good purposes (Isa. 16:10).  
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The Bible
Sign Title:  The Bible

September 26, 2010

" Good morning!  It is good to see everyone.  My name is Kurt.  We are in 
the second week of our series on “Doctrine” where we are learning the big rocks 
of our faith.  Last week we began by looking at God.  We studied Godʼs inner 
essence, we studied the Trinity.  We learned how the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
relate to one another.  The relationship between them is defined by love.  This 
morning we move from how God relates within himself to the primary way God 
relates with us, that is through His Word, the Bible.  
" This morning, we will answer questions about the Bible and there are 
more questions covered in the digging deeper section of your small group 
worksheet.  Letʼs begin.
What is the Bible?
" The word Scripture means “writing.”  The word Bible means “books.”  The 
Bible is a collection of sacred writings or sacred books.  When we say Holy Bible, 
we are talking about a book filled with the books that God divinely inspired and 
sovereignly collected.
 The Bible is organized by books.
" The Bible is not just one book but it is a library of books.  If you try to read 
through it in chronological order, you will get confused.  That is because the Bible 
is a collection of 66 books, and those books are not put together in historical 
order, theyʼre put together by type of literature.  So the law books, which are the 
first five books of the Old Testament, are put together.  The poetic and wisdom 
literature and Psalms are put together.  The biographies of Jesusʼ life are put 
together.  The New Testament letters are put together.  When we pick up the 
Bible we are picking up a small library.  Just like a library has common book 
types put together, so does the Bible.
" If anyone is curious, there are Bibles put together in chronological order, 
like F. Lagard Bruceʼs The Narrated Bible.  They are great for chronological 
reading and following the story line of the Bible.
" In this library of 66 books, called the Bible, there are 39 Old Testament 
books and 27 New Testament books.  They are written over approximately 1,500 
years by roughly 40 different authors.  We know most of the authors of the books, 
but some authors, like the book of Hebrews, are unknown.  The Old Testament 
books were written primarily in Hebrews, but there is a little Aramaic.  The New 
Testament books were written in the language of the first century called, Koine 
Greek, that means common Greek.  The letters were written from Africa, Europe, 
and Asia so this is a multicultural book.
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 The Bible is organized by chapters and verses.
" When you pick up the Bible, you find the books are divided into chapters.  
There are 1,189 chapters and they were inserted in the 1200ʼs by some scholars.  
They did that for the same reason your house has a number on it.  They are 
addresses to help you find things.  So the chapter divisions in our Bible are not 
from God, they were added later.  They were so helpful that verse divisions were 
added to the Bible in the 1500ʼs.  There are 31,173 verses in the Bible.
 The Bible is divided into two testaments.
" Another way the Bible is organized is its division into two sections called 
the Old and New Testaments.  The old leads up to the birth of Christ, the new 
takes it from Jesus Christ forward.  The title “Old Testament” is unfortunate 
because old sounds outdated, archaic and irrelevant.  Many people avoid the Old 
Testament because they see it as outdated.  That is unfortunate, because 
avoiding the Old Testament strips you of about ¾ of Godʼs Word.  
" Where did this Old Testament and New Testament division come from?  
The first person to speak of the Old and New Testaments was an early church 
father named Origen.  He lived in the second and into the third century.  He went 
to Jeremiah 31, where it talks about the old and the new covenants, and he 
applied those terms to the Bible.  That was not necessarily bad.  It just gives the 
unfortunate impression that the old is outdated and the new is fresh and sporty, 
which is not the truth.  Jesus read, loved and studied the Old Testament, so 
should we.
" The Old Testament books were originally written on something called 
papyrus, which was paper made out of reeds.  The New Testament books were 
originally written on something called parchments, which are prepared animal 
skins.  While there is a division between the Old and New Testaments, if you give 
it a serious look, you will find the connection between them is tightly stitched 
together.
" For example, it is almost impossible to pick up a New Testament book and 
start reading without almost immediately hitting an idea, phrase or person from 
the Old Testament.  Take the books of Revelation as an example.  That book 
freaks most of us out because it is hard to understand.  The reason it makes no 
sense to us is that it contains several hundred references and thousands of 
allusions to the Old Testament.  If you donʼt read the book of Revelation with a 
good pair of Old Testament glasses on, you will think it is all about being Left 
Behind. 
What does the Bible say about itself?
" This is an important question.  If the Bible doesnʼt claim to be the Word of 
God, if it doesnʼt claim to be trustworthy and true, then for us to claim it is the 
trustworthy Word of God, is just downright foolish.  Let me give you a few 
examples of what the Bible claims for itself.
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The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; Psalm 19:7 (ESV)
" The Scriptures, are perfect.  Every word of God is perfect.  We are not 
perfect, but Godʼs Wordʼs are.
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Psalm 119:105 (ESV)
" Psalm 119 is one of the longest explanations of the helpfulness, perfection 
and truthfulness of the Scriptures.  It is a great analogy.  It is like being lost in the 
woods at night on your way to the outhouse while at summer camp.  You are 
tripping over every root and stumbling over every rock... until you turn on a 
flashlight so you can see.  This book is the flashlight for us as we stumble 
through life.  Are you stumbling right now?  Here is your flashlight.
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. John 17:17 (ESV)
" Jesus says that this word is truth.  If you listen to the news they are always 
talking about the spin the news media puts on everything.  This Word is truth, it is 
spin free!
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. James 
1:22 (ESV)
" The Scriptures say Godʼs Word is to be obeyed.  Plenty of people read the 
Bible but go off and do their own thing.  The words of this book are not like the 
words of a newspaper.  They are not just armchair opinion on life but they are 
Godʼs very words.  They are to be obeyed because they are from God and He 
loves us.
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Hebrews 4:12 (ESV)
" The Bible is the way God speaks to us.  There are many people who 
would love to hear from God.  This book is the way he speaks.  When God 
speaks through this book He cuts to the root of our heart through these words.  
You will hear from God when you open and read this book.  This book is the way 
he guides and directs.
Who wrote the Bible?
 There is combined divine and human authorship.
" To answer this question, you need to know this is a unique partnership in 
Scripture between God, who is the divine author, and men, who are the human 
authors.  In saying this, I am not saying the human authors were in some kind of 
catatonic state when they wrote Scripture; rather, God used the human authors 
personality, education, observations and experiences, when he inspired them, to 
write down an absolutely trustworthy and perfect record of what God wanted to 
say.  So the Bible is exactly what God wanted to say, but it was said with the 
education, style and experiences of the human authors God used to say it.
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" Sometimes Old Testament authors would sit down and they would literally 
write on a long scroll their book of the Bible.  Other times, they would speak and 
a trained scribe would write it down, a little like a court stenographer.  For 
example…
Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at 
the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord that he had spoken to him. 
Jeremiah 36:4 (ESV)
 The Old Testament authors were aware they wrote for God.
" Furthermore, the Old Testament prophets were fully aware they spoke on 
behalf of God.  More than 200 times the Old Testament prophets said, “Thus 
sayeth the Lord,” and then they would say what the Lord told them to speak.  If 
you take phrases similar to “Thus sayeth the Lord” and add them together; 3,800 
times the Old Testament prophets claimed they were speaking Godʼs Words.
 The New Testament authors were aware they wrote for God.
" When we move to the New Testament, we find the New Testament sees 
itself as the fulfillment of the Old Testament.  There are at least 300 direct Old 
Testament quotations in the New Testament and over 4,000 allusions that refer 
back to Old Testament times, places, and images.  This absolutely threads the 
two testaments together as one revelation of God.
" The New Testament claims the Old Testament was words about Christ.
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was 
to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the 
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ 
and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not 
themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through 
those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, 
things into which angels long to look. 1 Peter 1:10–12 (ESV)
" The first thing I want us to notice is the Old Testament is about the coming 
grace of God.  The Old Testament prophets wrote about the coming of Jesus.  
They didnʼt understand everything about it, but they knew he was coming. 
" Second, notice Peter says, it was revealed to them.  The Bible is Godʼs 
revelation to us about himself, it is not speculation about what men think God is 
like, it is revelation from God about himself.  
" Just as the Holy Spirit inspired the Old Testament prophets and revealed 
the coming of Christ to them, the Holy Spirit empowered and inspired the New 
Testament apostles to proclaim the same message about salvation by grace 
alone in Jesus Christ.  This is something the angels have been trying to figure 
out for years.
" So just like the Old Testament was written by human authors that God 
used to say exactly what he wanted to say, the New Testament was written the 
same way.
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And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 1 Corinthians 2:13 (ESV)
If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the 
things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. 1 Corinthians 14:37 (ESV)
" So in both the Old Testament and the New, Godʼs Holy Spirit inspired the 
authors for them to write exactly what God wanted said, without error.  Maybe an 
analogy would help.  This word inspired is a sailing term and it refers to the wind 
filling the sails of a boat carrying it where the wind wants it to go.  While the 
sailers try to sail the ship, the wind moves it where it wants the ship to go.  That is 
a little bit of a picture of what inspiration is like.  The human authors are doing the 
writing in their own language, style, education and culture but God is carrying 
them along where he wants their writing to go.
 This is called verbal plenary inspiration.
" There is a doctrine which summarizes what we are talking about.  It is 
called the doctrine of verbal plenary inspiration.  It is also called the doctrine of 
inerrancy.  This is a doctrine that historically, most Christians have believed.  
Unfortunately, today it is under attack on many fronts.  At Faith EFC, it is 
important for you to know that we believe in the inerrancy of Scripture.  We 
always have and always will.  What we mean by this is that we believe the very 
words, not just the concepts of the Bible are inspired of God.  Why do we believe 
this?
" In Matthew 5:18, Jesus says…
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, 
will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Matthew 5:18 (ESV)
" Not the dotting of an “i” or the crossing of a “t” will fail to be accomplished 
from Godʼs Word.  We believe the words of Scripture were given to us flawlessly 
and without error.  Incidentally, this is the same view Jesus had.  Jesus argued 
for the existence of life after death based on the tense of one Old Testament 
verb. 
I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacobʼ? He is 
not God of the dead, but of the living.” Matthew 22:32 (ESV)
" Obviously, Jesus believed the Words of the Bible were perfectly accurate, 
even in the verb tenses.
" We also believe in the plenary inspiration of Scripture.   By plenary, we 
mean the whole Bible is the word of God, not just part of it.  There are not parts 
of it we donʼt believe, donʼt like or donʼt teach.
" A modern day example of a denomination that doesnʼt believe in the 
verbal plenary inspiration of Scripture is the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of America).  This is what has led to the ordination of homosexuals and the 
acceptance of homosexuality in the denomination, even though the Bible clearly 
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says homosexuality is sin in our sexual lives.  Let me quote for you from the 
ELCA web site to show you what I mean about their beliefs.
we sometimes conclude either that the writer’s culture or personal experience 
(e.g., subordination of women or keeping of slaves) seems to have prompted his 
missing what God was saying or doing, or that God now is saying or doing 
something new.1

" They believe they have the authority to cut out what they donʼt like from 
Scripture.  We donʼt believe we have that authority.
“Every word of God is flawless;...  Proverbs 30:5 (NIV)
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
competent, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV)
" So we believe in verbal inspiration, which means we believe the words of 
the Bible are exactly what God wanted to say and we believe in plenary 
inspiration.  By that we mean that we believe all of the Bible is from God.
The Bible is not just information, it is how God produces transformation.
" Let me explain 2 Timothy 3:16 a little more.  It says all Scripture is 
profitable.  Itʼs helpful.  Itʼs useful.  Itʼs not just true in the way a phone book is 
true.  It is true in the way that it comes from someone who cares about you, who 
loves you, who interacts with you, who counsels you and comforts you, 
encourages you and confronts you.  This book is how God speaks to us.
" In your life, you need the Bible for every good work.  The Bible speaks on 
sexuality, work, worship, friendship, marriage, parenting, money.  In principle, it 
speaks to everyone on everything.  God will use this book to speak into your life 
on all things that really matter because he loves you and he wants to help you.
" Another example of divine inspiration is 2 Peter 1:20-21
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someoneʼs own 
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men 
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20–21 
(ESV)
" This means people didnʼt just make things up and put them in the Bible.  
They didnʼt create ideas and write them down.  They wrote down exactly what 
God wanted them to write down.  As we said earlier, that doesnʼt mean they 
understood the significance of everything they wrote down.  When the Old 
Testament says Jesus would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver and buried in a 
rich manʼs tomb, the Old Testament prophets didnʼt know the full significance of 
what they wrote, only God did.
And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul 
also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters 
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when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that 
are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own 
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 2 Peter 3:15–16 (ESV)
" This is very, very important.  Some people think the guys who wrote the 
New Testament had no idea they were writing the Bible and it was only hundreds 
of years later when the church gathered books together they decided to make the 
apostles letters into Scripture.  I donʼt think so.
" Peter makes this enormous claim.  Paulʼs letters are not just letters that 
are helpful, theyʼre Scripture, just like Genesis, Exodus, Isaiah and the Psalms.  
Just as the Old Testament books are Scripture, Paulʼs letters are Scripture.
The Bible is our highest authority - Solo Scriptura vs. Sola Scriptura
" In the days of the Protestant reformation, this led to a doctrine called Sola 
Scriptura.  That means that Scripture is our highest authority.  At Faith EFC, we 
believe the Scriptures are the highest authority for our life.  It is the Supreme 
court of final appeal.  We are a Bible preaching, Bible trusting, Bible believing 
church because the Bible is our highest authority.  To illustrate how this works, let 
me distinguish between Sola Scriptura and Solo Scriptura.
" Solo Scriptura means Scripture alone is the authority.  We donʼt believe 
that.  For example, the Scriptures do not tell you how to perform surgery, how to 
change your spark plugs or how to catch a fly ball.  We can find information on 
that elsewhere.  Science and technology can help us learn a lot about the way 
the world works and if we were a Solo Scriptura church, we would ignore science 
and technology to just study the Bible and guess at everything else.
" We are a Sola Scriptura church.  That means we believe science and 
technology can help us answer many questions about life, but the sciences are 
always lower courts in our life, not the supreme court of our life.  We learn a lot 
from science, but when something from the lower court of science violates the 
ruling of the higher court of the Bible, we go with the higher courts ruling.  
" For example, you go to high school and they teach you drafting, Spanish, 
math and biology.  Do we study and learn from books on those things?  Of 
course!  But when the biology teacher tells you that your grandmother was a 
monkey that wore combat boots (OK, maybe she didnʼt wear the boots.) and that 
God doesnʼt exist, that Adam and Eve were not real historical people, you 
remember biology class is a lower court.  The supreme court of the Bible has 
already ruled on those issues.  We are not a random chance of evolutionary 
development.  We are a special creative act of God and God loves us so much 
that his son became a man in Jesus Christ to die for us and forgive our sins.  The 
higher court has ruled.  That is Sola Scriptura.
Conclusion - Live a Biblical Life
" As I close, I want to tell you what the Bible means to me.  I grew up in a 
Christian home and received Christ when I was very young.  Even though I went 
to church, my life wasnʼt any different until sixth grade.  While riding my bicycle 
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home from school, I was hit by a car and bruised my brain.  I was in a coma and 
at one point my parents were told I wouldnʼt survive.  (By the way, I did make it.)  
While recovering in the hospital, I pulled a Gideonʼs Bible out of the night stand 
and began reading it.  It was amazing.  It seemed like God wrote the words in 
that Bible directly to me.  I began highlighting the little Bible.  God was pulling 
verses off the page and sticking them to my heart like Post-It notes. 
" Since sixth grade, I have continued to study the Bible, sometimes more 
seriously than others but it has never become a story that is old.  Literally every 
week, I learn something new about God and his amazing love for us from it.  I 
can truly say, I do not regret one moment of reading Godʼs Word.  Ignoring Godʼs 
Words has always hurt me, listening to them on a daily basis has always helped 
me.  The more I learn about God, the more I want to know him.  So like many of 
you, I am living a life where I sin and fail God, repent of my sins and cling to my 
forgiveness through Christ.  I get up and keep stumbling after Jesus, one day at 
a time.
" But as I look back on my life, I know God and every good thing I have in 
my life can be traced back to this book.  This book showed me the darkness of 
my sin but that forgiveness could be mine though Christ.  Godʼs Word in this 
book gave me hope on the days my life fell apart.  This book taught me how to 
live wisely on earth to lay up treasure in heaven.  This book is everything.
" When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness he said, “Man does not live by 
bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  He said, the 
words of this book for the health of our soul are more important than nourishment 
or any food for our body.    
" This week, I want to encourage you to feast on this book.  Make a plan to 
open it every day and say, “Lord, I need a word from you for my heart this 
morning.”  Remember the words of Jesus, “Man does not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”      
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The Bible
Small Group Work Sheet

September 26, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker
• If you were to ask people on the street about the Bible, what do you think they 

would say?  Check out these web links for some YouTube Video answers.  (The 
first link is the best.)

• YouTube - WHAT IS THE BIBLE ? click this link or type into your browser http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-qHmUV6goc&feature=related

• YouTube - man on the street: What do you think about the Bible? click this link or 
type into your browser http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irQ-X8KbbwE 

• What was most helpful about the teaching on “The Bible.”

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• Pastor Kurt talked about the different ways the Bible is organized.  Of the 

information he shared, what was new to you?  What was most helpful?  
• The Bible claims to be the Word of God.  C.S. Lewis once said the Bibleʼs 

claims put it in a precarious position.  Either it is what it claims to be or it can 
never be regarded as a good book.  Does the all or nothing stance the Bible 
takes on itself change the way you read it?  How?

• Were you aware the Old Testament and New Testament authors were 
conscious they were writing Scripture?  How does that change the way you 
think of the Bible?

• What parts of these verses impact you most significantly and why?
• 1 Peter 1:10-12
• 2 Timothy 3:16
• 2 Peter 1:20-21
• 2 Peter 3:15-16

• Define the doctrine of verbal plenary inspiration.  Why is it important? What 
Scripture would you use to defend it?

• What is the difference between Solo Scriptura and Sola Scriptura?  How does 
that teach you to interact with the sciences?
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Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
What is Revelation?
Revelation means God has chosen to reveal himself to us.  For example, in 
Genesis 1, we read no less than ten times, “God said.”  God spoke and he 
continues to speak.  The reason we need God to reveal himself to us is because 
the distance between God and ourselves is so great.  If God hadnʼt revealed 
himself, we would be left with guessing at who he is and what he is life.  We 
would be left to trust our speculation rather than Godʼs revelation.  Speculation is 
our best effort to guess what God is like, how he wants us to behave and what he 
wants us to believe.  Speculation includes philosophy and all forms of social 
science.  They are not necessarily evil, they are just taking their best guesses 
about what is the truth.  Speculation is the basis for all other religions.  Other 
religions are not about God speaking to us but about us grasping at a hidden 
God.
Revelation is far more reliable than speculation.  It isnʼt guessing.  It is God 
speaking.  The Bible talks about two different types of revelation God gives us.  
General Revelation and Special Revelation.
What is General Revelation?
General Revelation is general in that it is available to all people at all times.  It is 
general in that while it does reveal a great deal about God, it doesnʼt provide 
many of the specifics about God.  It is is like watching the television show 
“Forensic Files.”  It is looking at the evidence of creation and trying to learn the 
identity of the creator from it.  The evidence is helpful, but it can only tell us so 
much.  For instance, creation doesnʼt tell us what God has done for us through 
Christ. 
There are at least three ways the Bible speaks of general revelation.  The first is 
creation.

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 
Romans 1:19–20 (ESV)

God is the creator and his creation tells us a lot about Him.  The intelligent design 
argument for creation says that because the world is put together in an orderly 
and intelligent way, it reveals something of the intelligence of a master designer.  
Creation also reveals God is powerful.  He not only created but rules over 
creation.  God must be beautiful because creation reflects something of his 
beauty.  The complexity of the eye to see, the ear to hear and the skin to touch 
are all part of Godʼs revelation to us.  These things tell us God is incredibly 
complex and he created for pleasure, joy and experience.
Another way God reveals himself to us in general revelation is something called 
providence.  Providence means God not only made the world, he continues to 
rule over it.  Unlike deism, which says God is removed from creation and is no 
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longer involved, Christianity says God is both sovereign over creation and he is 
intimately involved in this world and our lives through providence.  One example 
is Acts 14:17

Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you 
rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food 
and gladness.” Acts 14:17 (ESV)

The evidence of seasons and crops to feed us is evidence of Godʼs ongoing 
loving providential care over us and this planet. 
A third and final way God reveals himself in general revelation is through the 
conscience God implanted in every person.  While creation is an external 
witness of God, conscience is an internal witness of his finger prints.  Paul tells 
us this in Romans 2:14-15

For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law 
requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the 
law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while 
their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse 
or even excuse them Romans 2:14–15 (ESV)

Paul says that every human being experiences general revelation through the 
inward conviction of their conscience.  Anyone who has ever not done something 
because they innately knew it was wrong; anyone who did something they knew 
was wrong and felt badly about it or apologized for what they did was prompted 
by their God given conscience.  Anyone who has appealed to a greater moral 
standard or inalienable rights, is appealing to the witness of conscience.  The 
inward belief that certain things are right and certain things are wrong are there 
because of our conscience.  God made us with an inner sense of justice. 
General revelation is seen in creation, Godʼs providence and our conscience.  
General revelation is available to all people at all times.
What is Special Revelation?
Special revelation is information about God that is knowledge about God that is 
beyond what General Revelation gives us.  Special Revelation is not available to 
all people but is special and available to a smaller number of people.  Let me 
give you three examples.
Miraculous occurrences occasionally happen.  For example, surrounding the 
birth of Jesus there are a number of supernatural occurrences.  Joseph was 
spoken to by an angel.  Mary was spoken to by an angel.  Jesus was conceived 
by a virgin mother.  These are all supernatural occurrences because God choose 
to work outside of the laws of nature.  He can still choose to work in this way 
today.  He may speak to people through dreams, perform a miracle or even use 
some of the more spectacular spiritual gifts.
Jesus is also Special Revelation.  He is God entered into human history.  God 
speaks to us through the person and work of Jesus.  That isnʼt the normal way 
God worked even when it came to revealing his will through prophets in the past.
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Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 
world. Hebrews 1:1–2 (ESV)

Scripture is also Special Revelation.  The Bible is God saying exactly what he 
wants to say using human authors to say it.  He does this in such a way that the 
education, experiences, and culture of the author is not violated but incorporated 
into Godʼs communication to people.  The Bible is the collection of books that 
God divinely inspired and providentially collected for our spiritual good.  It is the 
most common form of Special Revelation we refer to.
Can we trust the Bible is accurate?
Can we trust the English translation we are holding in our hand?  Is it reliable?  
Have errors crept into it over the years?  To answer these questions, there are 
two things we have to discover.  First, how many ancient copies of the Bible do 
we have?  Second, how old are they?  In other words, can we be sure they are 
close to the originals.  If we have many copies that are close to the original, we 
donʼt have time for errors to creep in.  But if we have only a few copies and they 
are long-removed from the original, then we should be suspect of them.
The first thing you need to remember is that it is OK to use a translation of the 
Bible.  Jesus used a translation.  In Luke 4:21, when Jesus read from the scroll of 
Isaiah and said that text was being fulfilled in their ears, he wasnʼt reading the 
original.  He was reading a copy.  Jesus trusted a translation and so should we.  
All I want to encourage you to do is give the New Testament the same kind of 
trust and respect that we do the rest of western literature, because it deserves it.  
In high school or college, you may have read Homer.  From the time it was 
written to the earliest manuscript we have is 400 years later.  We do know there 
are only 643 ancient copies of Homer that have been discovered.  The same is 
true with Plato.  We only have seven early copies of Platoʼs work.  The oldest 
copy of Plato we have is 1,300 years after the original was written.  Now I donʼt 
see anyone telling us to stop trusting Plato because it is too old, unreliable and 
the copyist put errors in it!  How about Aristotle?  We only have five ancient 
copies of Aristotleʼs work.  The earliest copy is 1,400 years removed from the 
original.  Caesar, we only have ten copies of his works and the earliest copy is 
950 years removed from the original. How about Tacitus?  We only have 20 
copies of his works and the earliest copy is 1,000 years after the original.
Now if these pieces of ancient literature are taught in schools and accepted as 
historically accurate and factual, you would think literature with more ancient 
copies and copies that are closer to the original would be considered much more 
historically reliable.  How does the New Testament compare to other ancient 
literature?  We have about 14,000 copies of the New Testament.  The next 
closest in this illustration is Homer with over 600 copies.  How far after the 
original writing are the earliest pieces of the New Testament?  A very generous 
estimate would say they are within 100 years of the original.  Carsten Peter 
Thiede, a secular papyrologist, says he can date certain fragments of the gospels 
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back to 60ʼs.  That is 30 to 40 years after Jesus was walking the earth.  The 
eyewitnesses were still around and would quickly declare the stories about Jesus 
to be a hoax if they werenʼt true.    

To say the Bible is inaccurate or unreliable or that errors that crept into it over the 
passing of time is simply academically irresponsible.  The New Testament is far 
more reliable than any other piece of Western Literature we study in school.  
Look at the numbers again.  600 copies of Homer, the earliest of which is 400 
years after the original, compared to 14,000 copies of the New Testament, the 
earliest of which is 30 to 40 years after the original.   What is the most reliable 
piece of ancient literature we have?  The Bible!
Are there any errors in the Bible?
Technically, yes.  Not in the original words given by God through inspiration but 
there are a few things scholars still discuss.  Statistically there is less than 1% of 
text in the Bible that has any questionability to it.  None of that affects any 
doctrine.  The copyist errors are things like the switching the order of words, 
misplaced commas and little fragments of history.  Rather than removing our 
confidence in Scripture, 2,000 years of history copying the Bible and 14,000 
ancient fragments with so little variation provides us with confidence that the 
Bible is an accurate copy of Godʼs Words to us. 
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The Human Condition
Sign Title:  The Human Condition

October 5, 2010

" Good morning!  Glad to have you with us.  We are in a teaching series 
called “Doctrine - What Do We Believe?”  In this series, we are reviewing the new 
Evangelical Free Church Statement of Faith.  That statement is intended to help 
us articulate the big rocks of what we believe from the Bible.
" Today, we are covering the third point of that statement called, The Human 
Condition.  We are going to talk about sin, death and suffering.  As you can see, 
it is going to be an encouraging morning.  In all seriousness, this is important 
stuff.  Until we understand the depth of sin and its affect upon ourselves and the 
planet, we wonʼt have a healthy appetite for Christ.  So letʼs jump in.
" Has anyone noticed things are terribly wrong in this world?  Do any of you 
watch the news and come away frustrated?  There is no more good news.  We 
are fighting wars to get the bad guys because we are the good guys.  The bad 
guys think they are the good guys and we are the bad guys so everybody keeps 
fighting.  Every day we hear of Wall Street corruption and payoffs.  Money makes 
people do evil things.  There is suffering, death, sickness, evil, and loss 
everywhere we look.  It is just hard to accept the world the way it is.  Doesnʼt it 
feel like life is supposed to be better than this?    
" When it comes time for an election, politicians tap into this.  They tell us to 
elect them so our problems will go away.  They claim they will balance the 
budget, lower our taxes, protect our civil freedoms and fight back the corruption 
in Washington.  Did you notice, they never succeed?
" Some people think money will solve the problems so they throw cash at 
programs for the poor, they invest in medical discoveries but people are still 
taking Prozac like they are breath mints.  
" The pastors and elders at Faith Free donʼt deal with evil and suffering in 
theory, we handle it daily in practice.  It is hard to stand behind a couple and 
watch them hold their three day old infant grow cold in their arms as he slowly 
dies.  Just this past week I shook a guys hand at the door and he dropped dead 
48 hours later.  It is hard listening to the stories of husbands who leave their wife 
for another woman or a women who has an affair on her husband.  Why is life 
this way?  The Bible says all the pain, heartache and disaster of this world 
blossomed out of one act of sin.  This morning, we are going to study sin.
What is sin?
" In Hebrew, the Jews have a word called Shalom.  Shalom means 
perfection, wholeness, everything is as it should be, beauty, honor, love, no wars, 
no famine, no disease or hospitals, no funerals, no police, no military, no jails, no 
problems - Shalom.  This is the word Jewish folk use when they greet one 
another.  It is much richer than simply saying, “Hello.”  
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" Sin is attacking and vandalizing Shalom in this world. It shows up as 
death, suffering, injustice, misery, fear, illness, sorrow, hopelessness and tragedy.  
 Sin is omission and commission.
" Let me give you a more functional definition of sin.  Sin is omission and 
commission.  Commission is doing what we are not supposed to do.  Omission is 
not doing what we are supposed to.  Let me give you an example.  Say you drop 
you child off at day care.  It turns out that one of the people working at the day 
care center is a sicko child molester and your kid becomes one of their victims.  
The sicko committed a sin of commission in what he did to your child.  The day 
care, and possibly you as the parents, committed a sin of omission because 
nobody did a background check or went out of their way to protect the children.  
So sin is more than just doing something wrong, it is a failure to do something 
right.
 Sin is deeper than actions.
" According to the Bible, sin is much deeper than our actions.  Sin includes 
our thoughts, and our words and not just our deeds.  Sin can even include our 
motives.  That means the guy who greets the cute girl after church and is 
motivated by lust rather than New Testament Christian love, that is sin.
 Sin is ignoring God.
" Sin is blowing God off in our life, that is called godlessness.  
 Sin is giving affections to something more than God.
" Sin is giving your affections to something other than God, that is called 
idolatry.  
 Sin is not necessarily criminal.
" Most sins are not considered criminal and you wonʼt be arrested for them.  
If you commit adultery, the police will not arrest you; if you lust, the police will 
leave you alone; if you tell a white-lie, most people wonʼt even know the 
difference.
 Sin is breaking God’s laws.
" Some sins do involve breaking laws, but the laws we need to concern 
ourselves with are Godʼs laws, not just the criminal code.  For example, if you are 
a kid, not honoring your parents is breaking one of Godʼs laws.  If you are 
passing on gossip, that is breaking Godʼs laws.
 Sin is breaking the law of conscience.
" Some sins donʼt involve breaking specific laws from God, rather, they 
involve breaking the law of conscience.  
But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from 
faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. Romans 14:23 (ESV)
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" If God has convicted your conscience about something, that is what you 
need to abide by.  For example, I have a friend who is convinced he needs to 
worship on Saturday rather than Sunday.  I will open my Bible and show him why 
I worship on Sunday and why I am convinced that is the day of worship rather 
than Saturday but, as long as he is still convicted in his conscience that Saturday 
is the right day of worship, he needs to continue to worship on Saturday.  For him 
not to would be sinful because he would be violating his conscience.
 Sin is taking something good and twisting it evil.
" Sin includes taking something good and twisting it evil.  For example, we 
can use the internet to send encouraging emails and find helpful Christian web 
sites.  The internet can also be turned into a pipeline of sin for your mind.  It can 
be twisted evil.  It is the same for money, sex, power.  They are intended to be 
good things in and of themselves but, through sin, we can take them and twist 
them into an evil thing.

Sin is finding our identity in something besides God’s love through 
Jesus.

" Sin is placing our identity in anyone or anything other than Jesus.  This 
happens to mothers with their kids.  Momʼs, you pour your entire life into your 
children and then during their teenage years their brains fall out of their head.  
Your kids begin making a complete disaster of their life.  What happens to moms 
identity when their kids are falling apart?  If the kids are falling apart, moms feel 
like a failure because her identity is her kids.  Mom, your identity is not your kids, 
your identity is found in Jesus.  Raising kids is something moms do, it is not who 
they are.  If your kids donʼt turn out perfect, it doesnʼt mean you are a failure.  
Mom, you are a image-bearer of God.  God made you.  God loves you and you 
are more than just a mother.
Is all sin equal?
" This is something may people get completely wrong.  In one respect, all 
sin is equal, in another respect, they are not equal.  
 Sin makes us equally guilty.
You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:48 
(ESV)
" Matthew 5:48 says we are to be perfect as our heavenly father is perfect 
and anything short of perfection is sin, no matter what it is.  
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable 
for all of it. James 2:10 (ESV)
" James 2:10 says that if we violate the law at one point, we violate all of it.  
So it is like a light switch.  We either are sinful or we are not sinful.  It is either on 
or off, there is no in between.
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 All sin is not equally devastating and equally judged.
" On the other hand, all sin is not equal.  Not all sin is equally devastating in 
its consequences.  That is why there is a judgment of works when we stand 
before Christ.  As we learned in the Mysteries of Heaven series, while hell is still 
hell, for some people, hell will be even more hideous because God is fair in his 
punishment of sin.  Judgment is not just something those who donʼt know Christ 
will face, but is it true for us who do know him.  
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we 
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. James 3:1 (ESV)
" James 3:1 says not many should become teachers because teachers are 
judged with greater strictness.  Even when we are saved, it matters how we live.
What is total depravity?
" We donʼt believe in utter depravity.  If we were utterly depraved, that 
means sin would so devastate us that we would be worse off than animals.  We 
are not utterly depraved, we are not as evil as we could be.  Letʼs face it, all of us 
could be more evil if we tried.  Unless we are doing all the evil we could 
potentially do, we are not utterly depraved.  But we are totally depraved.  
 We are totally depraved but not utterly depraved.
" Totally depraved means sin affects everything about us.  That includes our 
mind.  We do not think as we ought.  Donʼt trust your mind to always tell you what 
is right.  This includes our emotions.  What we feel is not always an indicator of 
what is right.  I know some intense feelers.  They think if they feel right about 
something, it must be right.  Think again.  We need to learn to doubt our feelings 
a bit.  They could be wrong.  They are affected by sin.  Our thoughts are affected 
by sin, our conscience is affected by sin, our desires are affected by sin.  Total 
depravity means sin affects all of who we are.  That doesnʼt means we do nothing 
right.  There are still remnants of goodness in us.  This is why we have people 
like the Good Samaritan who live a seemingly decent life and do some decent 
things.  We are not utterly depraved, but we are totally depraved.
What are some sinful views of sin?
" When we sin, we even sin in how we see our sin.  Here are some sinful 
views of sin.
 Sin is just breaking rules.
" Sin is much more than breaking some rules.  The rules of Scripture are not 
arbitrary.  They are there because they represent Godʼs character.  When we 
break Godʼs laws, we violate Godʼs nature and break frustrates our relationship 
with him.  Think of it like this.  Your wifeʼs old boyfriend lives in town.  You asked 
her not to talk with him or spend time with him because she is now married to 
you.  The two of you are in an exclusivity marriage relationship.  Pretend she 
decides to break the rules and has lunch with her old boyfriend.  What happens?  
The issue isnʼt the breaking of the rule, it is the breaking of the relationship 
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between the two of you.  That is the same way it is with sin.  Sin is much more 
than breaking a rule, it is breaking the relationship we are intended to be in with 
God.
 Jesus died for my sin, it doesn’t matter what I do.
" I have seen this many times.  People say they are forgiven because they 
have trusted in Christ so when they are tempted to sin, they figure it is no big 
deal to give in to sin because they are forgiven anyway.  This happens all the 
time with sexual sins.  The pull of sexual sins are strong so we rationalize our 
way into them.  Jesus rose from the dead to free us from the death and 
destruction sin reaps in our lives.  By definition, sin is always bad.  Sin will always 
ruin us.  There is never benefit to sin.  To be forgiven of sin, but then to willingly 
walk right back into it again and again when Christ died to free us from its 
destructive power makes no sense.  Lest we get too confident in easy 
forgiveness, remember the Bible tells us to work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling.  It matters how we live.
 God knows my heart; that is what counts.
" Some people believe that while their words are filled with hatred or their 
actions are wicked, they are good with God because God knows their heart.  He 
knows that on the inside, they are really a good person.  Here is the problem.  
Our life on the outside is just a reflection of our heart on the inside.  
You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. Matthew 12:34 (ESV)
" You canʼt say your heart is good but your life is bad.  Your life is just an 
overflow of your heart.  There is total congruence between who we are in our 
heart and who we are in life.  There is no such thing as a good person on the 
inside who is promiscuous, gossiping or divisive on the outside.  Everything 
always connects back to your heart.
 My sin doesn’t matter as long as nobody gets hurt.
" I hear this all the time from people who are sleeping together.  They are 
consenting adults and they arenʼt hurting anyone.  I assure you somebody is 
getting hurt.  First of all, you are hurting yourself.  Second, you are hurting the 
person you will eventually marry.  Third, if you are in church, you are affecting the 
holiness and purity of the entire church body.  Fourth, you are hurting your 
relationship with God.  Fifth, you are thwarting eternal rewards that far outweigh 
any earthly joys your sin provides. 
 It is only sinful if I get caught.
" Secret sins count.  You know about the sin.  God knows about the sin.  It 
affects who you are with other people even if they donʼt know what the sin is, 
they can feels its presence in your life.  I see this with men.  The wife comes in 
with her husband because he is distant and cold.  She wants help working on 
their intimacy.  The conversation goes something like this.
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Hey guy, what are you looking at on the internet?...

Nothing but Ebay….

I don’t believe you, tell me the truth….

I thought we were working on communication skills?...

We are, I am communicating, now it is your turn….

Maybe I have looked at a few things I shouldn’t...

Tell the whole truth.

" What he is looking at filled him with guilt and shame.  It separated him 
from his wife and made him walk around all day with shame.  Every time the 
telephone rings, he jumps two feet in the air because he thinks he is about to get 
caught.  Your wife knew, your friends knew, everyone else knew something was 
wrong.
What are some sinful responses to sin?
 I’m the exception to the rule.
" I see this all the time.  These people think the Bible is true for everyone 
else, but they are the exception to the rule.  I see this in young couples.  They 
know they are not supposed to live together before marriage but the boyfriend 
lost his job and they are going to get married in a few years anyway.  So it is OK 
because we are the exception to the rule.
 Blame Shifting
" This is when people blame their sin on other people.  They say it is not 
their fault.  It is someone else's fault they are sinning.  I dealt with a situation 
where the guy was yelling at his wife all the time.  Dude, you need to lighten up.  
1 Peter 3 says guys need to be considerate and gracious towards their wives.  
What does he say?  “She makes me really angry.  That is why I yell.”  Who cares!  
She may make you angry, but you choose how you are going to respond.  Donʼt 
shift the blame for your sin to her.
 Partial Confession
" This is confessing a little bit of what you did hoping nobody will find the 
rest of the story.  It is like when I am in a counseling situation and the wife brings 
up evidence that her husband has been less than faithful to her.  What does he 
do?  He says, “Yes, I was with this other woman once.  Trust me it wasnʼt much 
of anything.  I donʼt have feelings for her.”  You and I know that is not the whole 
story.  It is only the first layer of the story.  Partial confession happens all the time.  
Be honest, give the rest of the story.  I know it is ugly.  Confess the whole thing.  
Be forgiven for the whole thing.  
 Worldly Sorrow
" Paul talks about this.  It is, “I feel bad I was caught for my sin but I do not 
feel bad about my sin.”  It is sorrow just for the effects of sin, not for the sin.
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 I’m a Victim
" Iʼm a victim.  I canʼt help it.  I was molested as a child.  My genes are bad.  
Itʼs my upbringing.  I grew up poor.  I grew up rich.  I wasnʼt given enough 
affection.  Now I understand, there are circumstances that make us more 
predisposed toward particular sins, but that doesnʼt give us a green light for sin.  
For example, a soldier in the army does not have an excuse to cheat on his wife 
because he is away from her serving in the military, nor does a wife have an 
excuse to cheat on her husband because he is gone serving his country.
 Mere Confession
" This is people who say, “Yes, I know what I am doing is wrong, but I am 
not changing my ways.”  These people are so confusing.  For example, a young 
Christians couple knows it is wrong to live together.  They know it is sin, but they 
just donʼt care, they are doing it.  This is the wife who knows her words are to 
bless her family but she is brittle and cutting anyway.  When someone talks to her 
about it, she knows she is acting in sin but she has no plans to change.  There is 
confession, but no repentance.  They say, “Thank you for helping me see my sin 
but I really donʼt care to change.”
How does God respond to sin?
" God judges sin.  We see this right in the story of Adam and Eve.  They 
were cast out of the Garden of Eden and taken away from the tree of life so they 
would die.  Life became a burden for them, not a blessing.  Much of the joys were 
turned into sorrow.  God judges sin because he is just, holy and good.  He will 
judge our sin finally and completely by casting us into the Lake of Fire with the 
devil and the fallen angels.  Thankfully there is more to the story.
" God, out of His love, extended grace.  God pursued Adam and Eve.  They 
were hiding, he found them.  Then in Genesis 3:15, God made a promise.  The 
promise is that Jesus is coming.  Jesus is going to be the second Adam.  In every  
area the first Adam failed, the second Adam would succeed.  Just as the first 
Adam cast the rest of his family tree into death, pain and destruction.  The 
second Adam, Jesus Christ, would cast all of his family line into life, joy and a 
new creation.  How did Jesus do it?
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)
" Friends, the right response to sin is confession and repentance.  Then we 
trust in Christ to forgive us and to change us.  I donʼt know where you are with 
sin.  I believe God brought a particular area of sin in your life to mind this 
morning.  Please, repent of it.  Trust Christ to forgive you.  Ask Godʼs Holy Spirit 
to help you see sin for how hideous it is.  Listen to me.  Your sin is killing you.  It 
is killing the ones you love.  It is killing everyone.  It is contributing to the horrors 
of this world and most of all, it is separating you from God.  I ask you, through the 
work of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit; repent of your sin, confess your 
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sin to those you sinned against and ask their forgiveness, trust in Christ for 
forgiveness ask the Holy Spirit to change the sinful desires of your heart.  He will.  
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The Human Condition
Small Group Work Sheet

October 3, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker
• What are some of the sins your friends struggle with?
• What are the sins your friends struggle with which they are blind to?

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• Pastor Kurt talked about the difference between sins of omission and 

commission.  Before this sermon, did you think of the sin of omission?  How 
does that change the way you feel about your own sinfulness?   

• Pastor Kurt talked about the violation of conscience as an act of sin (But 
whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from 
faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. Romans 14:23 ESV).  
This means what is sinful for some people, is not sinful for others.  Share an 
instance where violating your conscience was sinful for you but not for others?  
Why is this important to understand?

• What is the difference between utter depravity and total depravity?
• Pastor Kurt mentioned some sinful view of sin.  Which of the sinful views of sin 

was most meaningful to you?  Can you think of other sinful views of sin that 
Pastor Kurt did not mention?

• Pastor Kurt talked about sinful responses to sin.  The examples he gave were 
blame shifting, partial confession, worldly sorrow, victimization, and mere 
confession.  Share a real life example where you saw these take place.

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
The worst day of the human race - Read Genesis 3
While Genesis 3 is a familiar story, the closer we look at it, the more insightful it 
becomes.  Carefully read Genesis 3 and create a list of observations.  Here are a 
few to get you started.

“Now the Serpent” - We read about the serpent in Genesis 3.  In 
Revelation 12:9 and 20:2, we learn the serpent was Satan.  The Bible 
doesnʼt record the details of the fall of Satan and the demons but we know 
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Satan is a powerful angel who didnʼt want to worship God.  He became 
proud in his heart.  Isaiah and Ezekiel say he was cast out of heaven.  
Jesus says a third of the angels were cast down with him.  

“The serpent was more crafty” - Some of you think you are pretty smart. 
Some of you are very smart. Most of us are way too confident in our own 
ability, experience and intelligence to fight sin and avoid evil. The serpent 
is crafty. He is smarter than we are. He is more clever. He is more 
nuanced. He has been around for a long time and he knows what 
temptations work. Heʼs seen a lot more. He has deceived and destroyed 
people far more competent than any of us.  Be careful to take Satan and 
his schemes seriously.  Ask the Holy Spirit to give you strength to turn 
away from them and wisdom to see them.

“Did God actually say, you shall not eat of any tree in the garden?” – 
Is that what God said? Check out Genesis 2:17. They could eat of any 
tree in the garden, but one. Satan changed and manipulated Godʼs word. 
It took changing one word from what God said for Satan to get Adam and 
Eve to begin questioning Godʼs goodness. Watch out for subtly changing 
Godʼs Word to twist its meaning, that is how Satan works.

“The woman said to the serpent, we may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden, God said, you shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that 
is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” 
– Eve also twisted Godʼs word.  God didnʼt say they couldnʼt touch it, he 
said not to eat it.

“She took its fruit. She also gave some to her husband.” –  Where 
was Adam? What was he doing? He was there doing nothing! What was 
Adam doing when Satan was lying about God, tempting Eve? Absolutely 
nothing. This is one of the worst things men can do. Sit around and do 
nothing rather than protecting their family and leading their home. Adam 
said nothing. He did nothing. Some men abuse their authority and are 
harsh.  Other men avoid responsibility. They donʼt want to get a job, they 
will avoid all conflicts and take no responsibility. They are cowards and 
traitors. Too many men think they are good guys because they donʼt 
commit sins of commission but they are guilty of sins of omission.  They 
are not busy rebuking Satan. They are not protecting their family, training 
their children and loving their wife.  The Bible uses the term head to 
describe the role of men.  One of the greatest problems in the world is 
men who are silent, passive, and cowardly and fail to lead in their family 
and church.
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“The eyes of both were opened and they knew they were naked.” -  
Rather than sin making life better, it made life worse. Rather than intimacy 
between Adam, Eve and God becoming better; there is separation, 
isolation and fear.  Sin always ruins life.  We may think it will make life 
better and more fulfilling, that was Satanʼs promise, it was a lie.  No matter 
what promises sin makes, know it will always lead to ruin, separation and 
isolation.

“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the 
tree, and I ate it.” -  Adam immediately blame shifts to Eve.  Implicitly, he 
also blame shifts to God, who gave him his wife.  Adam was using the 
victim mentality to handle his sin rather than facing his responsibility.  
(Maybe he wanted a tax break or government funded education?)

“And your desire shall be for your husband and he shall rule over 
you.” -  It says your desire shall be for your husband.  The word desire 
here means desire for his position. Rather than being a help mate for her 
husband, she would challenge and undermine his leadership. When it 
says he will rule over you, that word rule means heavy-handed leadership. 
Rather than loving his wife, he would become demeaning and abusive 
toward her. This is how sin affects marriage relationships.  In Ephesians 5, 
Paul tells us that through Christ, these marital roles are restored to their 
original purpose.

“Cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat it all the 
days of your life” - Sin didnʼt just influence Adam and Eve in their 
intellect, emotions, mind and body.  All of creation was affected through 
sin.   This is why work is hard. This is why work is often not enjoyable.  
Rather than creation supporting us, it fights against us.

What happens when a Christian sins?
 Our legal standing before God is unchanged. We are still forgiven, “There is 
therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” Romans 8:1.   
Salvation is not based on our merits, but is a free gift of God, Romans 6:23. 
Christ died for all of our sins, 1 Corinthians 15:3. Even though God does not 
cease to love us, he is displeased with us when we sin. Paul tells us it is possible 
for Christians to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, Ephesians 4:30. The author of 
Hebrews reminds us that “the Lord disciplines him whom he loves,” Hebrews 
12:6. When we disobey, God the father is grieved, much as an earthly father is 
grieved with his childrenʼs disobedience, and he disciplines us.

The Westminster confession of Faith, chapter 11, sec. 5 says it well,
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Although they never can fall from the state of justification, yet they may, by 
their sins, fall under Godʼs fatherly displeasure and not have the light of 
his countenance restored unto them, until they humble themselves, 
confess their sins, beg pardon, and renew their faith and repentance.

When we sin as Christians, it is not only our personal relationship with God that 
is disrupted, our Christian life and fruitfulness in ministry are also damaged. Paul 
says that Christians who yield to sin, increasingly become slaves to sin, Romans 
6:16. To give in to such desires, to harbor and cherish them in our hearts, is to 
give food, shelter, and welcome to the enemyʼs troops. If we yield to our sinful 
desires, we will inevitably feel some loss of spiritual strength, some diminution of 
spiritual power, some loss of effectiveness in the work of Godʼs kingdom.

Moreover, when we sin as Christians, we suffer a loss of heavenly reward, see 2 
Corinthians 5:10.  Paul implies there are degrees of reward in heaven, and that 
sin has negative consequences in terms of loss of heavenly reward.
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Jesus Christ’s Person
Sign Title:  Jesus Christ’s Person

October 10, 2010

" Good to see you this morning!  My name is Kurt and I am one of the 
pastors.  If you are new, you need to know we are in the 4th week of a 10 week 
series called “Doctrine - What Do We Believe?”  In this series, I am teaching the 
basics of the Christian faith.  Today, we are talking about Jesus Christ the person.
" I want to begin with a brief story.  After I married Cindy, we waited two 
years before we started having kids.  Those two years flew by and I still 
remember the shock when Cindy told me she was pregnant.  It didnʼt take long 
until she was showing.  I know I am biased, but I thought she was the cutest 
pregnant lady.  Everything stuck straight ahead.  Walking behind her, you had no 
idea she was pregnant but if she turned around fast in crowd, she took out at 
least two people.  Like most ladies, she had all the pregnancy side-effects.  
Heart-burn, a hard time sleeping, and waking up in the middle of the night 
because the baby decided to stomp on one of her internal organs.  While I 
thought she was cute, she thought I was stretching the truth because her body 
was doing things it had never done before. 
" Nine months passed quickly and we found ourselves in a hospital delivery 
room with a epidural that only worked on one side of her body and the doctor 
pumping her full of pitocin to get stronger contractions going.  She will tell you 
pitocin is really painful when the epidural doesnʼt work.  Of course, you know how 
the story ends, along came David, our first-born.  After he was born I remember 
him laying on his mother and looking into my eyes.  That was a humbling 
moment.  I was a father.  I had this awesome sense of humility and responsibility.  
This little boy was depending on us.  
" I was an only child, so I didnʼt grow up around babies and I didnʼt even 
know how to hold David.  I was afraid I might break him.  He was so vulnerable, 
so fragile.  Everything about his life depended upon Cindy and me.  Do any other 
dads remember that freaky feeling when they first became a father?
" What amazes me is every Christmas, we celebrate that God came to us, 
as a frail, needy, helpless, and vulnerable child.  We remember this every 
Christmas but we donʼt take time to think about what this really means.  Today, 
we are going to explore the meaning in depth.  For some of you, this will be 
review, thatʼs no excuse to drift off, stick with me.  For most of us, this will be an 
eye opener as we see Christ in a new way.  This is something we call, the 
incarnation.
What does the word incarnation mean?
" If you go to school and study this they have a big word for Jesus coming in 
the flesh.  It is called incarnation.  Just saying the works makes you feel 
intelligent.  What does it mean?  To explain it, I want to use chili.  You can get 
chili two ways.  Either regular chili, or there is the good stuff my wife makes at 
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home called, chili-con-carne.  Thatʼs chili with meat.  Men, what kind of chili do 
we like?  Con-carne chili, we like it with meat!  So carne means meat.
" Carene is the root word for incarnation.  It means God in the meat, God in 
the flesh.  So every time you eat chili with meat, you can glorify God by telling 
friends how chili reminds you of Jesus.  Incarnation means Jesus is God who 
came in the meat, in history, for us.  
" We did not say a man became God, that is what the false religions say.  
They tell us we can become God and if we have a lick of sense we should know 
that is a lie from the pit of hell.  I can barely get myself out of bed in the morning 
unless Cindy knees me in the ribs, I donʼt have much of a chance of turning 
myself into God.  Incarnation is totally different.  It is saying God became a man.
Why did Jesus become a man?
" Last week we learned that as human beings, we are sinners.  Sin is quite 
pervasive and it affects everything about us.  It controls our thoughts, our 
motives, our feelings, even our reasoning is tainted by sin.  Kids canʼt even do 
their homework at school without sin influencing them.  
" Sin, in essence, is rebellion against God and placing ourselves in the 
place God belongs.  Since God is just, rebellion against God must be punished.  
Because it is rebellion against an infinite God, it deserves an eternal penalty.  
Even if we were somehow about to take the immense punishment we deserve for 
one simple sin, we are repeat offenders that heap up mountains of sin against 
ourselves.  There is no way out.  Each of us will face the eternal, conscious, 
never-ending punishment we deserve for our sin.
" The good news is that while holiness and justice are part of Godʼs 
character, so is love.  God, in his love, would like to pay the price of our sin but, 
he canʼt.  He is spirit.  The only just punishment for manʼs sin is that menʼs blood 
be shed.  A spiritual being isnʼt the right currency to pay for sin.  The only way a 
manʼs sin can be paid for is if one man took the punishment another man 
deserved.  But there is a problem with that.  No human being is sinless so no-one 
could pay the penalty of sin for another, and even if they were, the value of one 
manʼs death and eternal punishment, would not be enough to pay for more than 
one act of sin.  If God is to save men from sin, a man must die for their sin, that 
man must be sinless and that man must be of infinitely more worth than simply 
another man.   
" The only way for Godʼs love to be displayed to many and Godʼs just wrath 
against sin to be appeased is if God became a man and died in our place.  That 
way Godʼs justice would be served and Godʼs love would be displayed.  That is 
Christ. In Maryʼs womb, the second person of the Trinity combined himself fully 
and permanently with flesh.  He became God in the meat.  We are going to learn 
about that this morning.  I am going to unpack what God in the meat means from  
a very familiar passage, Philippians 2:5-11.  We will see what changed about 
Jesus when he became a man in the womb of Mary.
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How did Jesus change in the incarnation?
" There are three descriptions of Jesus in this passage I want us to notice.
 Jesus changed his role.
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. Philippians 2:5–7 (NIV)
" Have you done something humbling recently?  Something you felt was 
beneath you?  Some of us feel under employed.  We are capable of much more 
than we are doing and it is humbling to have a low paying, low skill job.  No 
matter what form of humiliation we face, nothing compares to the humiliation of 
Christ.  He is in very nature God; that means his essence is God, not sub-God, 
not a created being like the Jehovahʼs Witnesses say.  As part of the Trinity, 
Jesus is God.  
" He didnʼt hold on to his rights.  That is what it means when it says his 
equality with God was not something to be grasped.  We hold on to our jobs and 
our rights with white fisted knuckles.  Christ willingly made himself nothing, taking 
on the nature of a servant.
" Now there is something very important to understand here.  Many people 
get this wrong.  Jesus didnʼt change his nature or his identity, he just changed his 
role.  What role did Christ have before Bethlehem?  What was he doing?  Let me 
show you.
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and 
exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each 
with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” Isaiah 
6:1–3 (NIV)
" I know some of you will say, wait a minute pastor, that is talking about God 
the father.  We were talking about Jesus!  In the gospel of John who does John 
say Isaiah saw?
Isaiah said this because he saw Jesusʼ glory and spoke about him. John 12:41 
(NIV)
" John says Isaiah saw Jesus!  That is Jesus before Bethlehem.  
Remember, Jesus is God, he is not applying for the job.  Before Bethlehem, 
Jesus enjoyed the glory and worship of heaven which went to Christ and the 
Father.  Since Jesus is the one who carried out the fatherʼs decree to make all of 
the created being places of the universe, it doesnʼt get any higher than Jesus.  
Jesus didnʼt hold on to that position, it was not something he grasped with white 
fisted knuckles. Rather, in love for the father and for us, he made himself nothing.   
He poured all of himself into the womb of Mary and was born on a manure laden 
stable floor.
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" There is a phrase in this verse that many people have misunderstood.  
When it says, he made himself nothing, what does that mean?  There are two 
answers, one is false.  I will give you the false one first.
 What does made himself nothing mean?
" Some say for Jesus to make himself nothing, means he left part of his 
divinity behind.  What do you think?  Did Jesus cease to be himself when he 
went into Maryʼs womb?  Think about this.  If Jesus were to give up part of 
himself, he would cease to be God.  God cannot cease to be who he is.  
" Jesus never left something behind or he would no longer be God.  It 
wasnʼt his identity he gave up, it was his role.  Instead of being worshipped on 
the throne in heaven, as he deserved, because he is the creator of the world, he 
took on the role of a servant.  When humanity was fused with divinity in the 
womb of Mary, Jesus still had all of his attributes, but as a man, he chose not to 
depend on those attributes.

Jesus Voluntarily limited the free exercise of his attributes 
while on earth.

" Think of it this way.  Imagine you decide to go to the streets of Chicago 
and purposefully leave behind all forms of identity and power so you can live as a 
street beggar.  For a week, you beg with the other beggars, your clothes are dirty, 
you sleep under a card board box, you are herded into a shelter to survive the 
bitter cold of winter.  At any time, you could call a friend who would bring your 
wallet, cell phone and Lexus; but you choose to limit yourself for a period of time 
and not avail yourself of any of your attributes.
" This is Jesus.  That is why Jesus is all powerful, but we see him at the 
side of a well tired from his journey.  Jesus even limited his knowledge!  That is 
why Jesus knows everything, but when asked about when the Son of Man will 
return he says...
“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Mark 13:32 (NIV)
" As God, Jesus is everywhere present, but he limits himself to time and 
space so he is not able to get to Lazarus before he dies.  This is Jesus leaving 
the role he played as God to take on the role of a servant while retaining his 
identity as God.  
 Jesus changed of appearance.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. Philippians 2:8 (ESV)
" When it says human form, donʼt get the impression Jesus only appeared 
human.  Some ancient and modern heresies believe Jesus was nothing more 
than a high order ghost.  In the incarnation, Jesus did not become a 
schizophrenic.  The divine and human nature were combined not just in body, but 
in mind.  
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" He is God and man but one person.  Because of that, he put up with all 
kinds of things, even though he was God.  When he was in heaven, nobody 
wondered about his identity, on earth, people shouted, “Get out of my way.”  On 
earth he put up with the treachery of Judas, the abuse of Herod and his soldiers.  
He didnʼt have to put up with that.  When Jesus humbled himself, it was voluntary 
to become the perfect sacrifice for our sin but a sacrifice that has infinite value.  
He didnʼt get laid off from heaven.  This was a voluntary decision he made to 
honor the father and to redeem us.  The love of Jesus for the father and for us is 
seen in his humility and is simply beyond comprehension.
" Micah 5:2 says Christʼs is from of old, from ancient day.  His feet had 
walked up and down the corridors of the universe from eternity past but now they 
would have to learn to walk again in the Judean dirt.  The hands that created all 
things would grasp the rough carpenter fingers of Joseph, his earthly father, who 
would supply his daily needs.  The eyes who pierced through everything and saw 
everything in the universe would now have to adjust to the light of a dimly lit 
stable.  The ears that heard everything would have to learn the Aramaic 
language.  The mind that knew everything would now grow in wisdom.  Many 
men in history have tried to be God.  It is only in Jesus that we have God who 
became a man.
 Jesus changed his mission.
" Before Bethlehem, Jesus was running the world.  Who ran the world when 
Jesus was in the manger?  God the Father.  Jesus voluntarily gave up that right 
and substituted his crown for a cross.  He was obedient even to the point of 
death, death in the most excruciating way, death on a cross.  Christʼs death on 
the cross was not an accident, it was God the Fatherʼs plan to have him die for 
sin.
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; ... Isaiah 53:10 
(ESV)
" Yes, those who put him to death are still responsible for their sin but it was 
the Lordʼs will that he die for our sin.  For three hours he suffered at the hand of 
men and for three hours he suffered under the hand of God and in those three 
hours were compressed an eternity of hells as Jesus was made sin for us.  
Personally innocent but legally guilty of all the sins you and I committed this past 
week.  
" The only reason you and I can be in heaven is because Christ died for us.  
He suffered in our place to bring us to God.  If you have received Jesus as your 
savior, when you die, you will be welcomed into heaven as if you are Jesus 
because you are going on the basis of his perfect life.  He stands in our place all 
the way into eternity.  That is the good news.
What happened when Jesus completed his mission?
" The news gets even better.  We move from Christmas to Easter.  In 
Christmas we see Christ in the meat, in Easter we see Christ rose from the dead 
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and ascended back to the Father.  Some of you wish Christ hadnʼt returned back 
to the Father.  You think that if you saw him now you would finally believe.  Let 
me tell you why Christ is ascended back to the Father.  It is because the Father 
approved of what Jesus did.
I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 
And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with 
you before the world existed. John 17:4–5 (ESV)
" Jesus goes back into heaven and resumes the responsibilities he had 
before Bethlehem but  the Father highly exalts the son for what he accomplished.
 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9–11 (ESV)
" Jesus gets it all back but along with it he gets a company of redeemed 
people for whom he died.  Did the incarnation end when Jesus returned to 
heaven?  No!  Once Jesus assumed humanity, that will continue forever.  Those 
of us who have Christ as the king of our lives will see Christʼs actual body.  A 
glorified body to be sure, but Jesus will have that forever and all of his 
responsibilities are back and the Father has highly exalted him and given him the 
name that is above every name
" How much does God think of Jesus and what he did?  God is totally 
pumped about Jesus.  Notice it says in Philippians 2 that when we worship 
Jesus, God gets glory.  That is why Jesus is such a big deal around here.  Jesus 
is Godʼs master plan to save us from what we deserve.  Godʼs plan to send 
Jesus to save us from our sins is Godʼs greatest idea.  Jesusʼ perfect execution 
of his fatherʼs plan is the greatest event of the universe.  God wants us to 
worship Jesus and when we do, the Father gets the glory.  Too few churches 
understand our worship is all about Jesus.  They think he is some kind of 
salvation accessory like power windows in your car.  He is the main event!
" Notice this, there is not a single tongue that has ever been created from 
the tongue of Adam till the last baby born upon this planet that will not 
acknowledge Jesus as Lord because God will get glory for his son and his son 
will get glory for what he accomplished.  
" Krishna will says “Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”  Buddha 
will says, “Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”  Mohammed will say, 
“Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
" Christians are people who willingly bend their knee and say, “Jesus is Lord 
to the glory of God the Father.”  Jesusʼs name is whatʼs important, not mine.  
Jesusʼ will for my life is what is best, not mine.  Jesusʼ glory is important, not my 
own.  Christians are people who are all about trusting, worshipping, following and 
giving glory to Jesus, not themselves.  Thank God, Jesus came into human 
history to live the life I couldnʼt live.  Jesus died the death I deserved to die.  He 
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took the punishment for sin I deserved to receive.  He gave me the gift of eternal 
life that I could not otherwise obtain.  I am totally thrilled with Jesus.  I hope you 
are.  I bow my knee to him willingly.
" There are others here who will not bow their knee willingly.  Here is the 
cold truth: everyone will bend their knee to Jesus.  Some of you will do it in this 
life for salvation, others of you will do it in the next life while in damnation.  Some 
of you will do it as a friend of Jesus, others of you will do it as a foe of Jesus.  
" Every knee will stand before the judgment seat of Christ and confess 
Jesus is Lord.  My hope and prayer is that you do it in this life, that you 
acknowledge the filth of your sin.  You understand that Godʼs wrath against our 
sin is just and his judgment is real but the love and grace and mercy of Jesus is 
equally real.  God went to incredible lengths to come into human history in the 
form of meat to die for our sins and save us from the judgment and hell we fully 
deserve.
" Since weʼre all going to bow our knee to Jesus, it seems wise to repent of 
your sins now and start worshipping Jesus.  To look at what Christ endured to 
save our butts from eternal wrath and to turn a nose up and walk away, it is like 
slapping Jesus in the face.  So today, I invite you to repent and trust in Jesus.  
Trust me, God will change your life if you do.
What is God teaching me through the life of Jesus?
" Maybe this morning, you have already asked Christ to be your Lord.  What 
difference should any of this make?  I think that answer comes from looking at 
Philippians 2 in its context.  Paul is challenging the Philippians and he is 
challenging us that those who are redeemed should strive to look like their 
redeemer.  He gives us two lessons The first lesson he gives is on humility.
 Be Humble - God’s way up is down.
" The Bible says God is opposed to the proud.  Maybe you think you donʼt 
need a redeemer.  Philippians 2:3 tells us we are to strive to consider others 
better than ourselves.  It is not what I want, it is what God wants, it is what others 
need.  Life isnʼt about my comfort and anybody worshipping me.
" This is really hard, especially if you have been hurt.  Letʼs face it, we are 
hard wired to take care of number one.  If you have been cheated or wronged, it 
is built into us to figure a way to get even.  Any question about it, look at our court 
systems.  It is only when we look at the humility of Jesus that we can begin to get 
the humility God is calling us to have in perspective.  The text says, consider 
others better than yourself, can we do that today?

Suffer Well - God changed the world by suffering, not by miracles.
" Jesus did a lot of miracles, but the world wasnʼt changed by his miracles.  
Those he healed and even those he rose from the dead, eventually became sick 
and died.  Jesus didnʼt change the world through miracles, he changed it through 
suffering.  If we are going to attract people to Jesus, we have to become better at 
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suffering.  We have to suffer without complaining.  We have to suffer but keep the 
perspective that this world is not our home.  
" Too many people think that if they come to Jesus, their problems are over.  
The truth is, your problems have just begun.  Christ is no guarantee you will 
always have a well paying job.  He is no guarantee your spouse will not get sick.  
He is no guarantee your children will get straight Aʼs in school and play on the 
varsity squad.  He is not a promise you will succeed in everything you do.  In fact,  
he says...
“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
John 16:33 (NIV)
" It is where we turn in our pain, it is who we trust for the answers, it is how 
we suffer that will change the world.
Conclusion
" There is a story of a man who had a dream.  In the dream, he had to carry 
a cross.  The cross was heavy.  As he was carrying his cross he came across a 
man with a saw.  He asked him to cut off a portion of the cross.  The man with the 
saw gladly cut off a good chunk.  The man put the cross on his back and 
immediately realized it was much lighter.  He could walk much faster and without 
as much pain.  As he continued on his journey, he came to a chasm that was part 
of the trail.  The only way he could see to make it across the chasm was to to use 
his cross as a plank to walk across.  Then he remembered, his cross was now 
too short.  It was too short by the exact amount the man with the saw cut off.  As 
he sobbed, he wished he still had his heavier cross.  He wished he had carried it 
all of his journey.  Thankfully, it was at that point that he awoke and realized it 
was all a dream and the heavy cross was right there beside him.
" I want to leave you with this thought.  
The lighter our cross, the weaker our witness.

" As those who are redeemed, in our humility and our suffering, letʼs look 
like our redeemer.  That is how Jesus changed the world, and that is how he will 
change the world through us.
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Jesus Christʼs Person
Small Group Work Sheet

October 4, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker
• Have everyone write down three surprising things about themselves, two of 

which are true, and one of which is made up. Each person, in turn, reads their 
list and then the rest of the group votes on which "fact" they feel is the "false" 
one. If the group does not correctly pick a person's made up "fact", then that 
person wins. 

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• What does incarnation mean and how does it make our faith different from 

other world religions?
• What was Jesus doing before Bethlehem?
• When Philippians 2:7 says Christ made himself nothing.  What is the wrong 

way to understand this phrase?  What is the right way to understand it?  Why 
does this difference matter?

• What was Christʼs mission before coming to earth?  What was his mission while 
on earth?  What is his mission now that he has returned to heaven?

• Christʼs humility is the example we are to follow.  As you think the humility of 
Christʼs incarnation, what areas of pride or false entitlement does it reveal in 
your life?

• Why does God often let us suffer rather than rescuing us with a miracle?  

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
Did people know God was coming?
Was Jesusʼ appearance on the scene of human history something unexpected?  
Were there hints he was coming?  If there were hints, what were they?  It all 
starts in Genesis 3.  In Genesis 1 and 2, we learn God created everyone and 
everything.  In Genesis 3, we learn the story of how sin came into the world.  As 
a result, separation from God was introduced along with physical and spiritual 
death.  In Genesis 3:15 is something called the protoevangelium.  That is simply 
a big word for the first gospel.  4,000 years before the birth of Christ, God 
preaches about the birth of Jesus.
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I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel.” Genesis 3:15 (ESV)

So God says, someone is coming.  It will be a male son, that will come from the 
line of the woman; Eve.  He will do battle with Satan.  Satan will physically hurt 
him, but he will ultimately destroy Satan.
What I find interesting is that we get our first inference of the virgin birth.  The rest 
of the Old Testament genealogies are all given in patriarchal form (All the 
genealogical information is given through the line of the father.)  This is the only 
one that is given in matriarchal form (through the line of the mother).  It makes 
one wonder why there is no earthly father?  Perhaps there isnʼt one!  
Right from Genesis 3 we are waiting for a male son, that will come through the 
line of the first woman, who will do battle with Satan.  Satan will hurt him but he 
will ultimately destroy Satan.  In doing so, he will make right everything that went 
wrong with Adam.
The Old Testament moves the story forward in Isaiah 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 
(ESV)

This second clue about Christʼs coming is a young virgin woman will give birth to 
the one who is Immanuel.  Immanuel means God with us.  This is very specific 
identification of what Christʼs mother will be like.
The third clue gets even more specific.

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Micah 5:2 (ESV)

Micah was written 700 years before the birth of Jesus.  This prophecy shows the 
sovereignty of God over history.  Remember what Bethlehem is like.  It is a small, 
rural dumpy town that is outside the city of Jerusalem.  When you think 
Bethlehem, think Graettinger, IA.  Think of a town not big enough to have their 
own school system.
Out of this dumpy forgotten town will come the one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins is from ancient days.  This is a Hebrew way of saying someone 
who existed before he existed.  The only one who fits the bill is God himself.  It 
gets even better with the fourth clue.

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. 
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 3:1 (ESV)
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400 years before the birth of Christ, we have the announcement of John the 
Baptist.  He is the one who will prepare the way for the Lord, the one they were 
to be looking for.  Something interesting is the text says my messenger… will 
prepare the way before me.  This is God saying he will send his messenger to 
prepare the way for himself!  It is another announcement of the incarnation.
Another thing I find interesting is we learn the Lord will come suddenly to his 
temple.  If you go to Jerusalem today, you will discover the temple no longer 
exists.  Today, a mosque covers the temple mount.  The last temple existed until 
it was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D..  Since that time, no temple has 
existed.  Some of my Jewish friends believe the Messiah is yet to come, 
unfortunately, they have a problem.  Until the mosque on the temple mount is 
destroyed, and a new temple erected, their Messiah can not come!  The only 
other option is the Messiah came and he came before the temple was destroyed 
in 70 A.D.!  The only one who fits these prophecies before 70 A.D. is Christ!  
So letʼs review what the Old Testament teaches us about the coming of Jesus.
1. He would be born of a young woman.
2. He would be virgin born.
3. He would be born in the forgotten town of Bethlehem.
4. He would come before the temple was destroyed in 70 A.D..
As you know, many Jewish people today do not accept this.  I donʼt want you to 
believe no Jewish people accept Jesus as the Messiah.  In the first century, 
many Jewish people believed Jesus was the Messiah they were looking for!    

Is Jesus fully man and fully God?
Many errors hover around the identity of Christ.  It is difficult to understand the 
Bibleʼs claims that Jesus is fully man and fully God but to eliminate the tension is 
to dive into heresy.  The ancient church wrestled with this for years and finally in 
451 A.D. issued something called the Chalcedonian Creed.  This creed talks 
about something called the Hypostatic Union.  Hypostasis meaning person.  It 
essentially says Jesus is one person who is composed of two natures.  He is fully 
man and fully God in the person of Jesus Christ.
This is important because no other religious leader in any major world religion 
claimed to be God.  In fact, every other major world religion was founded by 
someone who claimed they werenʼt God; they just had a plan on how we could 
please him.  In the history of religion, it is a very short list of people who claimed 
to be God and they were all cult leaders and very dangerous whackos!
Jesus claims he is God and a few billion people on the planet follow him because 
of those claims.  There is no half-way commitment to him.  Jesus either is who he 
claimed to be or he is a lunatic.  For example.

I and the Father are one.” The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 
Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the 
Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” The Jews answered 
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him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for 
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” John 10:30–
33 (ESV)

Jesus was crucified because he claimed to be God.  He never recanted.  It is a 
pretty amazing claim.  
One important section of Scripture that tells us more about this is John 1.  The 
gospel of John was written by the apostle John.  He also wrote 1,2,3 John and 
many believe he also wrote Revelation.  In John 1, he brings together two of the 
major cultures of his time as he tries to explain to them the identity of Jesus in his 
incarnation.
The Jewish culture had the concept that the Word of God was preeminent and 
powerful.  They saw the power of Godʼs Word from the creation story in Genesis.  
They believed Godʼs Word always accomplished what it was sent out to do.  
Godʼs Word was powerful and behind every created thing.
The Greek culture was the other dominant culture of the day.  They were very 
philosophical in orientation with Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Alexander the 
Great.  They traced the history of their philosophy back to a man named 
Heraclitus.  He was so powerful a man that his face was on the coinage of their 
day, not unlike George Washington is on our dollar and quarter.  He said the 
most important, essential, powerful thing in the world was the word or the logos 
(Greek for word).  The logos created, and the logos held the world together.  
John sought to take the concept of the Word from Jewish thinking and the 
concept of the logos from Greek thinking and bring them together in Jesus Christ 
as he described Christʼs identity and incarnation.  Read John 1:1-18 and reflect 
on the underlined verses.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his 
own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ʻHe who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.ʼ ”) And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For 
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the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Fatherʼs 
side, he has made him known. John 1:1–18 (ESV)
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The Work of Christ on the Cross
Sign Title:  The Work of Christ

October 17, 2010

 Good morning!  If you are new, I would like to welcome you.  My name is 
Kurt and I am one of the pastors.  We are in the 5th week of a teaching series 
called, "Doctrine - What do we believe?"  The purpose of this series is to review 
the basics of our faith.  Last week, we looked at the person of Christ.  This week, 
we are looking at the work of Christ.  There are two important things Jesus did.  
One is die on the cross for our sin, the other is rise from the grave to conquer 
death and give us eternal life.  Today, we are only focusing on what Jesus did for 
us on the cross.  We will cover Christ's resurrection at our Easter service this 
spring. 
" When Christianity was in its infancy, shortly after the church began, there 
were discussions about what symbol would identify Christians.  Some wanted 
fish and loaves as a remembrance of the feeding of the 5,000.  Others proposed 
a dove, in remembrance of Christ's baptism.  Ultimately, the symbol that won out 
was the cross.  Beginning with the early church father Tertullian, Christians 
began making the sign of the cross at the end of their letters, in their homes, and 
around their necks.  The cross started showing up everywhere.  
" The cross persevered as a symbol for Christians and today it permeates 
our culture to the point that crosses are fashionable.  Madonna, concluded each 
of her Confession tour concerts by laying on a cross.  People wear crosses for 
jewelry.  Many well meaning Christians say, "Jesus loves you and died on the 
cross for your sin."  but they have no idea the significance of they are saying.  
This morning, I want to begin by explaining to you the significance of crucifixion.
What is crucifixion?
" Crucifixion was invented by the Persians 500 years before the birth of 
Christ but it was perfected by the Romans in the days of Jesus until the Roman 
Emperor, Constantine, outlawed it in 300 AD.  
" Crucifixion was designed to be the most barbarian, shameful and painful 
way that man could create, for another man to die.  The Jewish historian, 
Josephus, called it, "The most wretched of the deaths."  The Greek philosopher 
Cicero said decent Roman citizens shouldn't even speak of the cross because 
that kind of death was unfit to even ponder.  It was such a horrific way to die that 
Romans citizens weren't allowed to die that way.  It was reserved only for 
foreigners or those guilty of high treason.  There was even a new word invented 
to describe the level of pain that was experienced by those who died on a cross.   
That word has come over to us in the english.  It is called excruciating pain.  
Literally meaning the pain of the cross.
" A few years ago there was a CSI episode called Double Cross where a girl 
was murdered by crucifixion in a church.  Gil Grissom, the lead investigator, went 
into a lengthy and accurate explanation of what happens in death by crucifixion.  
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He rightly noted that ultimately, death is by asphyxiation.  As the victim slouches 
forward the pull on the arms makes it difficult to inhale, so the victim uses their 
feet to take the weight off their chest and gasp another breath to extend their life.  
Victims pass in and out of consciousness for hours or days while they bake in the 
heat of the sun and freeze in the cool of the night.
" Sometimes, seeking to die as quickly as possible, victims would slouch 
forward in an effort to hasten their death.  This is debated, some archaeologist 
say there is evidence that a seat was placed under the buttocks to keep victims 
from slouching forward and expediting their death.  It is also debated, but some 
archaeologists say there is evidence that in an effort to keep men from sliding off 
the seat and expediting their death, an additional nail was pounded through the a 
manʼs fastening it to the seat so he could not slide off it.  The whole point is to 
make a body suffer as long as it could possibly endure and make death on the 
cross the slowest, most painful and shameful way someone could die.
" Perhaps most remarkable is that none of this was done in private.  
Crucifixion took place in the most public of places.  It would be the equivalent of 
crucifying people in front of our local Wal-mart.  As you can imagine, the worst 
kind of people enjoyed gathering for that kind of thing to mock and spit on the 
victims.  While crucifixion was often done on a tall cross, which allowed everyone 
to see the victim, it was also done on a short cross, that put the victim at eye 
level with his accusers.  This allowed them to look the victim right in the eye to 
insult and abuse him.  It also allowed the wild animals and birds easier access to 
begin consuming the live flesh.
" I tell you this not to gross you out but to give you a reality check.  One of 
the greatest errors among Christians is to wear a cross and not understand what 
it is.  To not appreciate what Christ endured as he was made sin for us is to tear 
the heart out of Christ's work, especially when we remember what we learned 
last week.  As God, Christ humbled himself voluntarily to the will of the Father 
and in love for us. 
How did Jesus die?
" The crucifixion we just described, is what Jesus endured.  But before 
Jesus died, he also endured something called scourging.  Scourging is so painful 
that many men died from the it and never made it to their crucifixion.  In 
scourging, a man is stripped naked.  His hands are tied above his head, usually 
around a pole.  An executioner used something called a cat 'o nine tails.  This 
was a short stick that had strips of leather attached to the end of it.  To the end of 
the leather strips were attached either a metal ball or steel hooks.  The metal 
balls would tenderize the flesh, like you would a steak.  The hooks would sink 
into the flesh of the back, buttocks and legs.  The executioner would then tear the 
cat 'o nine tails across the back ripping off chunks of flesh.  History records that 
sometimes these hooks sunk so deep ribs would come flying off the body as the 
cat 'o nine tales torn across a back.
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" Folks, this is what Jesus went through.  This is the son of God, who 
created everything, who voluntarily humbled himself to become a man.  Not just 
to become a man, but to die a death he didn't deserve.  Not just an ordinary 
death but death on the cross. 
" 700 years before this, Isaiah prophesied about what Jesus would look like 
after his scourging.
his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond 
that of the children of mankind...  Isaiah 52:14 (ESV)
" In other words, if you knew Jesus before his scourging, he was so abused 
after it you couldn't recognize him.  Then he had a crown of thorns pressed into 
his scalp, so blood and sweat ran down his face and into his eyes.  He was 
forced to carry his own cross-bar.  Typically this would weigh around 100 lbs.  
Ultimately his body collapsed under the weight of that beam.
" Upon arriving at the place of his crucifixion, nails were driven through his 
hands and feet, some of the most densely packed nerve centers of his body.  The 
cross was raised and dropped into a hole.  At this point, he is in excruciating 
pain.  His eyes gaze upon a crowd of those who falsely accuse him.  His 
disciples have abandoned or betrayed him.  He hears the mocking around him, 
"What kind of God are you?  You can't even save yourself."  
" Unlike so many other men, Jesus did not retaliate.  He said things like, 
"Father, forgive them."  To the thief who hung beside him he said, "Today, you will 
be with me in paradise."
Why did Jesus die?
" The crucifixion of Christ is a horrifying, gut wrenching reality.  I hope you 
don't look at a cross the same again.  Something that may be a little weird to you 
is that as Christians, we celebrate Jesus' death on the cross every Good Friday 
and every month with communion.  Why do we do that?  There are two reasons 
why Christians worship the Christ who was crucified, one is a bad reason, and it 
comes from history, the other is a good reason, and it comes from the Bible.
" The answer from history is most shockingly summarized by a second 
century Roman painting.  In the painting, Christ is being crucified on the cross, 
but rather than Christ's head, the painting shows the head of a jackass.  Beneath 
the crucified Christ is a man worshipping this jackass-man with his hands raised.  
The caption on the painting reads, "Alexa manos worships his God."  So the first 
option as to why Christ died is that he is a loser.  He was a pretender and the 
Christians who worship him are a bunch of fools worshiping a jackass.  
" The other answer why people worship Jesus is because he is who he 
claimed to be and his death on the cross was for our sin.  Let's look at what the 
Bible says about the death of Christ.  Let's begin 700 years before it took place in 
the book of Isaiah.
But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities.  
Isaiah 53:5 (ESV)
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who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.  Romans 
4:24 (ESV)
...while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8 (ESV)
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God... 1 Peter 3:18 (ESV)
" Here is why the cross of Jesus is good news for us.  On the cross took 
place something called penal substitutionary atonement.  I know that is a big 
word.  Don't freak out on me.  This is something you need to know.  There is no 
right understanding of the gospel, there is no forgiveness of sin apart from penal 
substitutionary atonement.  It is something we need to understand.  Let me 
explain it to you.  We are going to take one word at a time.
Penal - That means there is a penalty for sin.  In Genesis, God told our parents, 
if you sin, you will die.  That's the penalty.  Paul said, the wages of sin is death.  
That is spiritual death, our relationship with God is cut off; physical death, our 
bodies die; eternal death with eternal, conscious, never-ending punishment.  
When Jesus died on the cross, he did so to pay our penalty.  He suffered and 
died in our place for our sins.
Substitutionary - That means Jesus went as our substitute.  He went in our 
place.  Jesus endured what we should endure.  Jesus died in my place.  He was 
my substitute.  I love Jesus because of this.  He endured what I deserved.
Atonement - Atonement is a word we start hearing in the Old Testament.  God's 
people were told to celebrate Yom Kippur, also known as, the Day of Atonement.  
The point is that sin separates us from God.  The Day of Atonement was a day 
when the people came together to individually and collectively deal with their sins 
through the Old Testament sacrificial system.  The book of Hebrews reminds us 
the blood of the bulls and goats never took away sin, it only foreshadowed the 
once for all sacrifice for sin, Jesus Christ.  Though our sin separates us from 
God, through Christ's death in our place, atonement took place.  We were 
brought back into the relationship with God we were created for.  Atonement 
means "At-one-ment."  To bring back together as one.
" Here at Faith, penal substitutionary atonement is central to all we believe.  
We do not believe Jesus was a decent moral teacher or he was some kind of 
enlightened moral example.  We believe he is God, who lived the life we have not 
lived, who died in the place we should have died, to give us the gift of eternal life 
we can not earn.  That is why we love Jesus so much.
What did Jesus' death accomplish?
" There are many things Jesus' death accomplished for us.  I want to just 
focus on one and there are two more in the Small Group Work Sheets.
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 Jesus’ death on the cross accomplished our justification.
...so we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.  
Galatians 2:16 (ESV)
" Let me explain justification to you.  One day, you and I will stand before 
God and give an account for our life.  God will be a just judge.  Because he is 
just, we will not be declared free from sin because we are sinners.  We learned 
this two weeks ago.  We are sinners by commission, the things we choose to do 
wrong.  We are sinners by omission, the things we fail to do right.  We are 
sinners in our thoughts, words, deeds, feelings and even our motives.  The Bible 
says in 1 John that no one can say they are without sin or they are a liar.
" You and I are sinners and God is just.  He can not look at us and say, "I 
declare you justified."  The question is, how can we be declared right before 
God?  Paul says the proclivity of our sinful human nature is to try to justify 
ourselves through what Paul calls, the works of the law.  What he means is:  we 
try to put on moral makeup to make ourselves look good before God.  Paul calls 
this moral makeup, “works of the law.”
" Works of the law show up in two ways.  The first is called the religious 
form, the second is a vague spiritual form.  The religious form is trying to be a 
devout good religious person, so God will love you.  The false assumption that 
underlies this thinking is we believe the only way God will love us or forgive us is 
if we obey a bunch of rules.  So religious people make a long list of things they 
will and will not do and they try very hard to keep the rules anticipating that on 
the Day of Judgment, when they stand before God, they will pull out their little list 
and say, "God, here is my life, I did a good job of keeping the rules, justify me."
" The second way works of the law show up is not by people being religious 
and making lists of do's and don'ts but by reading the newspaper and figuring 
they aren't as bad as most people.  After all, everyone knows there are bad 
people and good people.  If you aren't on the cover of the newspaper and your 
face isn't posted on the post office wall, you must be a good person because you 
are better than most.  The problem is, when you read the Bible, you discover 
God doesn't grade on a curve.  He sees people as either perfect or imperfect.  
The Bible says that if anyone breaks just one of the commandments, they are 
guilty of breaking all of them.  Any amount of unrighteousness in us permanently 
disqualifies us from being with God.
" Another problem with trying to justify ourselves by the "works of the law" is 
that it leads either to arrogance or despair.  It leads to arrogance because we 
start looking down on people who are not as good as we are or it leads to despair 
as we realize that no matter how many times we promise ourselves we won't 
keep giving in to sin, sin controls us and enslaves us so we give in to it again and 
again.  
" Even worse than these works of the law is the way God looks at our pitiful 
attempts to justify ourselves by trying to keep our list of rules or be better than 
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most.  You are going to have to hold on to your seats here.  These are God's 
words about what he feels about our pitiful attempts to make lists of the good 
things we do.
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like 
a polluted garment.  Isaiah 64:6 (ESV)
" Isaiah is speaking here about religious list we make to try and convince 
God to justify us.  God says that all of those righteous deeds are like a polluted 
garment.  Let me give you a literal translation of this from the Hebrew.  A polluted 
garment is a women's menstrual rag.  It is like dying and standing before God 
with a lifetime of menstrual rags and saying, "God, I think I have a few things you 
will really appreciate.  When you see them, you will declare me justified forever."  
You say, "That is disgusting."  I know it is.  Those are God's words, not my words!  
Our little good deed lists are totally disgusting to him.
" Paul uses equally stark imagery when he talks about his religious life 
before Christ.
Indeed, I count everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.  Philippians 3:8 (ESV)
" Paul is talking about all of his religious life before Christ as a Pharisee, as 
a leading religious figure of his day, as top in his Bible class, all of it is rubbish.  
Now some translations get a little skittish with this, just like they do in Isaiah.  In 
the Greek, this is very graphic imagery.  
" I don't have a dog, but occasionally one of the neighborhood dogs gets off 
their leash and leaves a huge steaming pile in my yard.  Every time I see 
Eckhard Tolle and Oprah, the Dalai Lama, Buddhists, Hindus, Mormons, you 
name it,... I am reminded, that God sees all their religiosity as a huge steaming 
pile.  I don't think that will impress God on Judgment Day.
" When you stand before God on Judgment Day  I don't think it will go well if 
you pull out a little religious resume and see it with Godʼs eyes; a dirty menstrual 
cloth or a warm steamy pile.  Trust me, God will not be impressed.  You say, 
"That's disgusting."  That's Biblical!  Self made religion is disgusting to God!  
Trying to earn Godʼs favor by what we do is so repulsive to him, it makes God 
want to vomit.  That is why the Bible uses such disgusting imagery.
" The alternative is Jesus.  Paul said it this way and we talked about it last 
week.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.  2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)
" Martin Luther called this the great exchange.  What this means is that all 
the sins of my past, present and future were put on Jesus Christ and the perfect 
righteousness of the sinless Lord Jesus Christ was credited to my account so 
when God looks at me, he see the righteousness of his son Jesus.  My sin goes 
to Jesus, his righteousness comes to me.  That is the great exchange.  What we 
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need to understand is this is purely an act of grace.  Nothing in us makes us 
deserve this.  We don't earn it.  It is a gift, so it doesn't lead to haughty arrogance 
because we see ourselves as better than someone else.  It also snatches us 
from the pit of despair because when we keep failing and we can't stand 
ourselves because of our sin, the good news is God chose to love us through 
Jesus in spite of ourselves.  Yes, we don't deserve it!  Instead of leading to pride 
or despair it leads to humility.  I did nothing to deserve God's love, Jesus did 
everything and he loves me.     
 The cross is God's love toward us in action.
" For many people, the cross is offensive.  How can the cross be about 
God's love?  It is about a disgusting barbaric death.  Let me explain this to you.  
The most perverse misappropriation of love is to think love is just words or 
feelings and not actions.  It is disgusting when a husband tells his wife he loves 
her but doesn't cherish her, encourage her, kiss her, provide for her, open the 
door for her, spend time with her, get a job to provide for her, pray for her and 
love her.  Jesus doesn't just say he loves us, he actually did something to show 
it.  He stepped in the line of fire intercepting God's fully deserved wrath that was 
headed our way.  Jesus took the bullet we deserved.  Some of you wonder if God 
loves you.  Look at the cross, look at your sin.  Jesus died the death you 
deserved to die.  Of course he loves you.  Look at these verses.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 (ESV)
but God showed his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.  Romans 5:8 (ESV)
" Friends, the cross is the clearest demonstration of the love of God in the 
history of the world.  God loves us to such a degree that he came as a human 
being to identify with us.  He lived a life without sin.  He died the death in our 
place for our sins, and rose to forgive us and transform us.  He lives to intercede 
for us and he's preparing a place for us.  He will come again to claim us.  After 
that we will live forever with him forever as our king.
" This stuff is real and it transforms lives.  I asked a friend of mine, Chad 
Goodman, to come and share how Christ has changed his life.  For him, it all 
began two years ago on this weekend, when he, in faith, asked Christ's death on 
the cross to pay for his sin and transform his life.
Chad Goodman shares his story.

Conclusion
" Chad's story doesn't have to just be Chad's story.  It can be your story.  Do 
you want to become a Christian today?  Do you want to give your sin to Jesus 
and accept his death in your place, and receive from him righteousness, grace, 
and salvation?  Have you come to the place where you understand that your 
religion, morality and spirituality is insufficient to stand before the God of the 
Bible?  Has God been burdening you that your life needs to change?  If so, I 

© Dr. Kurt Trucksess - Doctrine - What do we believe? - www.Christ2Rculture.com - Page 61

http://www.kurttrucksess.com
http://www.kurttrucksess.com


invite you to become a Christian today by confessing your sin to Jesus and 
trusting him for salvation.  The way we are going to do that will be terrifying for 
some of you.  I'm going to invite you to join me up front so I can pray for you.  If 
you have walked away from Christ and are living a life separated from God, this 
is a time to make a public commitment to Jesus so that I can pray for you and 
one of the pastors or elders can follow up with you.
" Is there anyone here who would like to come forward and join me so we 
can celebrate together your decision to trust your life into the hands of Jesus?  Is 
there anyone here who wants to become a Christian?  Anyone?  Is it time?  
Today is the day, now is the time?  If you are shy?  I understand.  You need to 
know that this is one of the safest places to meet Jesus because it will be 
celebrated and you will be encouraged.  Is there anyone?
Close Out
" What is your name?  

Do you confess and acknowledge that you are a sinner?  
Do you acknowledge Jesus is God who died in your place for your sins?  
Are you trusting him for salvation today?
Look at me, are you committing to walk with Jesus from this day forward?  You 
won't be perfect but as God gives you grace, you will keep trying?

I want to pray for you.
Prayer
 Father, we pray for XXXXX.  We pray for the forgiveness of their sins and 
their eternal life with Jesus.  Father, I thank you that in a room filled with people 
they had the humility and courage to stand up and say, "I need Jesus to forgive 
me and I want to trust him."  Holy Spirit, I ask that you would regenerate their 
hearts, renew their minds and give them the gift of faith as you transform them 
from the inside out.  I pray Lord Jesus that as they read their Bibles, the Holy 
Spirit would begin applying the Scripture to their lives for healing and correction, 
even today.  We ask all this in the good name of Jesus.  Amen.
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The Work of Christ on the Cross
Small Group Work Sheet

October 17, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker 
• Who Am I? - In this Ice breaker, have the group leader write the name of 

famous men and women from history on name tags. After small group 
members arrive, stick a name tag on their back without allowing them to see 
the name. Group members are to freely partner with one another. After viewing 
each others name, they can ask their partner three questions about their own 
identity (for example, I would ask my partner a question about myself in an 
attempt to figure out who I am).  The only allowable answers are "Yes" or "No." 
After asking three questions, group members take a guess at their own identity. 
If they are wrong, they find another partner, ask three more questions and try 
again. If they are right, change the name tag from their back to their chest and 
serve as a partner for others. 

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• When Pastor Kurt described crucifixion, in general and the crucifixion of Christ, 

in particular, did you think his description was over-the-top?  How did it change 
the way you look at the cross?

• Define penal substitutionally atonement?  Why is it important to understand?
• Pastor Kurt talked about two different kinds of "works of the law"; the religious 

form and the vague spiritual form.  What are they and why are they dead-end 
roads?  What do they lead to and how is righteousness from Christ different?

• What are the two graphic images the Bible uses to describe how God feels 
about our lists of righteous deeds? How did these make you feel?

• When we feel lonely and rejected, what is it about the cross that shows us how 
much we are loved?

• Do you ever try to atone for your sins by judging yourself?  If so, how?  When 
we do this, what are we saying about Christ's death?

• Have you ever wondered if God still punishes you from time to time?  How does 
the teaching of justification help in defeating those thoughts?

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
What is Propitiation?
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In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  1 John 4:10 (ESV)

The word propitiation appears four times in the New Testament.  Many 
translations will not give you the full understanding of the word.  They will 
translate it sacrifice of atonement or expiation.  Those translations do not capture 
the full weight of what the Bible is teaching.  While our sin is against one another, 
it is ultimately against God.  How does God feel about our sin?  The Bible tells us 
repeatedly, God is angry!  God loves us but God hates sin.  God hates those who 
are sinners.
This works itself out in what we call the wrath of God.  This is not a very popular 
topic.  Most of us want to hear about God's love instead.  Truth be told, if you add 
up the number of times the Bible talks about the wrath of God and the number of 
times the Bible talks about the love of God, the wrath of God wins the tally.
You need to know God is very angry at sinners and their sin.  His wrath burns 
against them.  I tell you this not to be mean, but to be truthful.  The truth is we are 
far worse than we think.  God is far better than we think and the distance 
between the two of us is much greater than you comprehend.  Why is the 
situation so bad?  The reason is because of our sin and the just wrath of God we 
fully deserve.  This separates us him.  The only way to God to bridge the gap 
between us is by something we call the doctrine of propitiation.
Propitiation means Jesus substituted himself and died in our place for our sins.  
Unlike the angry God's of paganism and Greek mythology, Jesus didn't demand 
we make a bloody sacrifice to appease him, he made the sacrifice for us in 
Jesus.  Rather than giving us a mandate to shed our blood, he shed his own.  
This means the wrath of God was propitiated.  That means it was literally 
diverted away from us and on to Jesus.
This is really important.  Deep inside, we know God is angry at our sin.  We try to 
punish ourselves for our sin.  We feel if we suffer for our sin, we are getting only 
what we deserve.  Read this slowly...  In Jesus, God is not angry with me.  He 
loves me.  In Jesus, I know God is not punishing me when I sin.  You need to 
know this.  Some of you think that, as Christians, when you sin and suffer, God is 
punishing you for your sin.  You think he is paying you back for what you 
deserve.  Understand this, Jesus has propitiated the wrath of God.  Jesus took all 
of the punishment for sin we deserve.  God has already punished Jesus in my 
place.  Now Hebrews and Proverbs does say God is a Father and he disciplines 
his kids, but he doesn't punish them.  He's not angry at his children.  He loves his 
children.  He uses our sin as an opportunity to correct us and help us grow in 
holiness, not to punish us.  Say this out loud, "God loves me!"
The propitiation of Jesus reminds us that when Jesus said on the cross, "It is 
finished."  He was serious.  It actually was finished!  No more payment for sin 
needs to be made, no more punishment for the sin of God's children will be 
dished out.
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The Difference Between the Active and Passive Wrath of God.

Some people, who don't know Christ, sin all the time and when you look at their 
life, you never see God punishing them for their sin.  Why is that?  God's wrath 
against sin comes in two forms, called the active and passive wrath of God.  
The active wrath of God is when God strikes people.  He kills them directly.  He 
sends them to hell.  The active wrath of God is clicking the download link for a 
pornographic web site and instantly a bolt of lightening fries you to ashes.  That 
is the active wrath of God.
The passive wrath of God is described in Romans 1.  This is where God hands 
people over to the sinful direction they are traveling.  He withdraws his protection 
from the consequences of their own sin.  They infect themselves with the 
lecherous inflictions of the sin they pursue.  That doesn't mean God forgets his 
active wrath toward that sin.  The Bible says he just stores it up.  The Bible says 
God is patient with us, not giving us immediately what we deserve (thank 
goodness for that!)  He wants us to come to repentance and trust in Jesus.  Will 
justice be served in the end for those who don't know Jesus?  Yes.  It may not be 
served immediately with active wrath, because God is patient, but it will be 
served.  In the mean time, the wrath of God stacks up against sinners as God 
withdraws his hand of protection from those who insist on running from him.  Sin 
then has its way in our life and it begins to destroy us as it eats people from the 
inside out.
What is expiation?
The propitiation of Jesus means God's wrath towards our sin was diverted away 
from us and on to Jesus.  More good news is the expiation of Jesus.  This is 
another big word; but it is very important.    When we sin, we are dirty.  We feel 
unclean.  Read the Old Testament, you find it filled with ceremonial washings as 
people figuratively dealt with their sin in the Old Testament sacrificial system.  
What were those ceremonial washing for?  What were they teaching?  They 
portray the cleansing from the effects of sin that comes with the sacrifice of Jesus 
for our sin. 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  1 John 
1:7 (ESV)

This is exceedingly important.  Without an understanding of the expiation of 
Christ, we only understand half of the gospel.  The first half of the gospel is Jesus 
died for our sins and when we trust him; we are forgiven of our sins.  But what 
about the defiling affect of sin upon us?  If you were abused as a child, what 
about the affects of the abuse upon you?  If you were raped or betrayed or lied to 
or sinned against, what about the filthy stain sin has left upon you?  Jesus 
literally takes it away!  
Look how the Bible describes it.
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.  2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)

New creations have the shame of their sinful past taken away.  
A picture of this is seen in the Old Testament on the day of Atonement.  On that 
day, there were two goat used in the ritual sacrifice.  The one goat was 
slaughtered for the sins of the people.  This goat pictured Christ's propitiation, the 
just wrath of God was figuratively placed upon the goat who died for the sins of 
the people.  The other goat, known as the scape goat, pictured the expiation of 
Christ.  The sins of the people were confessed upon it, then it was run out of 
town, never to be seen again.  This represents that through Christ, the shame 
and guilt of our sin is taken away.  We are no longer the sinful person we once 
were.  
For example, some single young women, that I have had the privilege of 
meeting, date some absolutely loser boyfriends.  When I ask they why they are 
dating somebody who doesn't treat them right, who doesn't love them and who 
uses them, the answer they give is, "...because that is what I deserve."  The 
tragic issue is that is a woman who is getting her identity either from the sinful life 
she lived in her past or the sinful act that was done against her, not from Jesus 
Christ.    
In Christ, we are not what we were.  We are a completely new creations.  The 
expiation of Christ takes away all of the shame and guilt of our sin.
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Christ’s Resurrection
Sign Title:  Christ’s Resurrection

April 24, 2011

" Coming April 24th, 2011.  Please redownload the commentary for free to 
get this sermon.
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The Holy Spirit
Sign Title:  The Holy Spirit

October 24, 2010

" Good to see you this morning!  My name is Kurt and I am one of the 
pastors.  If you are new, I would like to welcome you.  This fall, we are in a series 
of studies called, “Doctrine - What do we believe?”  The purpose of these studies 
are to go over the basics of our faith.  This week, we will talk about the Holy 
Spirit.  Before we do that, I would like to tell you about an experience I went 
through as a teenager at summer camp.  
" I grew up attending a Christian boys camp in the Adirondack mountains of 
New York state.  After attending for years, I was old enough to qualify for the 
counselor in training program, which lasted the entire summer.  It involved weeks 
of hiking in the mountains, a marathon, survival skills training and a mile swim.  
At the end of the summer, you put your training into practice when they took you 
into the woods with a few supplies and left you to survive for three days.  It 
reminded me of Man vs. Wild for teenagers.
" I remember them dropping me off in the woods and, at first, it was a 
welcome break from the intensity.  I made camp and tried to start a fire, 
unfortunately, I couldnʼt get it to light.  The good news was there was no food for 
the bear to eat in my camp, the bad news is that if a bear came into my camp, I 
was the only item on the menu.  The other challenge is I kept second guessing 
myself on which roots were good for food and which were poisonous.  Rather 
than guess wrong and have them haul me out in a body bag three days later, I 
elected not eat.
" Surviving for three days without food and warmth was a challenge but it 
wasnʼt the toughest part.  The toughest part was three days of complete isolation. 
Nobody to talk to.  Nobody to help if I needed it.  The isolation was hauntingly 
scary.
" In the 17th and 18th centuries a belief developed called deism.  Ben 
Franklin, one of our founding fathers, was a deist.  Deists believed God existed, 
because they could see his handiwork in creation, but they reasoned that since 
so much of life was no explainable by the laws of science, God wasnʼt personally 
involved with us anymore.  They reasoned God stepped back from our lives and 
we were absolutely alone.  If being alone in the woods for three days is 
hauntingly scary, being alone forever in life is absolutely terrifying.  
" While deism as a belief peaked in the 17th and 18th centuries, it is making 
a come back today.  Churches are filled.  People call Christ their savior, but when 
it comes to everyday life, we think weʼre all alone.  We are quick to turn to google 
rather than God for the answer.  When we are having a relationship problem, we 
turn to Amazon for a self-help book rather than get on our knees to confess our 
sin.  Is it true?  Has God left us alone and it is up to our wit alone to solve lifeʼs 
problems?
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" In John chapter 14-16, Jesus prepared his disciples for his death.  Look 
what Jesus says.
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, John 14:16 (ESV)
" The word helper in this verse is rich in meaning.  It means comforter, 
helper to time of need, an advocate.  It means we are not left alone.  
" Another important word in this verse is the word another.  In the Greek, 
there are two words that can be translated as another in English.  One means 
another of a different kind, the other word means another of the same kind.  The 
word used here is the second one, another of the same kind.  Jesus said when 
he returned to the Father, he would ask the Father to send to them another 
helper that would be just like him and this helper would be with them forever.  
Even though Christ was gone, they would never be alone.  
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
John 16:7 (ESV)
" Jesus tells them when he leaves they are getting an upgrade.  Jesus is 
talking about the Holy Spirit that was sent from the father, through the son and 
arrived at Pentecost.  How is the Holy Spirit an upgrade?  When Jesus was with 
them in the flesh, he voluntarily limited his attributes to be a man and he was in 
one place at one time.  He dwelled outside of them.  The Holy Spirit is fully God 
but unlike Jesus, he would not be outside of them, he would reside inside of 
them.  He transcends space and time and will be with them no matter where they  
are.  This promise is good for us.  The Holy Spirit is also with us all the time.  This 
morning we are going to look at the Holy Spirit and learn just a few ways the Holy 
Sprit helped the first Christians and how he helps us today; so we are never 
alone. 
How does the Holy Spirit help us?
 The Holy Spirit is the means for victory in our battle with sin.
And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment: John 16:8 (ESV)
" The Holy Spirit is great at producing conviction.  Conviction sounds like 
what you donʼt want in your life but conviction of sin is great stuff.  The Holy Spirit 
acts like the spiritual nerve endings of our soul.  Nerves are good because while 
they give us pain, they also let us know when we are hurting ourselves.  Slide 
your hand near a hot burner plate and your nerves will warn you.  Touch the hot 
burner plate, your nerves will get your hand off in a hurry.  If your nerves didnʼt 
hurt so much, you would lean your hand on the burner plate and wonder why you 
smelled BBQ and not realize it was you!  
" The Holy Spiritʼs conviction of sin is the safety mechanism for our soul.  
When the Holy Spirit convicts us of something, he is letting us feel pain to keep 
us from wounding ourselves more deeply.  Thank goodness for conviction.
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" One of the struggles is when we give our lives to Christ and the Holy Spirit 
comes to live in our heart, we have much greater conviction of sin.  Before 
coming to Christ, we could sin and get away with it, after coming to Christ, it is 
like a hot iron on our conscience when we sin because we are much more 
sensitive to what grieves God.  
" Even though we repent of sin, it has a way of luring us back to a few 
weeks later.  We start a cycle of sinning, grieving the Holy Spirit, confessing and 
repenting of sin then later on going right back to it days or weeks later.  Is there 
any end to this crazy cycle?  It would seem like the Holy Spirit should do more 
than just grieve us when we sin.  Wouldnʼt it be great if he helped us not sin in 
the first place?  He does.  
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to Godʼs law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because 
of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. Romans 
8:5–11 (ESV)
" This is a long passage and it may sound confusing but it is great stuff, 
because it holds the secret to breaking habitual sin.  
" This passage deals with the affections of our mind.  When we have a 
habitual sin, we give in to again and again because we love it.  We love the thrill 
of it till it is over.  Two minutes then we want to hate ourselves for weeks.  We are 
trying to find satisfaction and joy through our sin.  That is why we keep going 
back to it and giving in to it.  But when the Holy Spirit comes into our life, he gives 
us a new ability to perceive the things of God.  We now have new affections and 
a new source of joy.  We now have an appetite for God and desire to enjoy 
knowing and growing in him.  The more we satisfy ourselves in God, the more 
joyful our experience of that satisfaction.  The more we allow ourselves to be 
satisfied in God, the less we desire the satisfaction of lesser sinful pleasures.  To 
break sinful pleasures, donʼt try to deny yourself the pleasure of sin, rather, 
satisfy yourself in the pleasures of God, which are much more satisfying than any 
pleasures sin could ever provide.     
" So pretend you are struggling with the sin of materialism.  You get online 
and are racking up the credit card bills.  The UPS driver now has your address 
preprogrammed into his navigation system.  Little brown boxes of stuff arrive on 
your doorstep almost daily.  How do you stop your addiction to worshipping and 
purchasing stuff?  There are two ways to handle it.  One is on our own strength 
where we tell ourselves to deny the pleasure of purchasing.  We write 500 times 
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on a piece of paper, “I will not shop on the internet.”  How well does that work?  
Not well at all.  It is like writing, “I will not enjoy pleasure.”  We are created to 
crave pleasure.  
" What happens if your eyes were suddenly opened to a pleasure that is 
better than anything we can purchase?  Rather than denying ourselves pleasure, 
move on to the richer and better pleasures of knowing and enjoying God.  That is 
how you leave the lesser pleasures behind.  The Holy Spirit opens our eyes to 
the things of God and gives us the capacity to enjoy them.  The question is, will 
we take the time to enjoy the joys and pleasures of knowing God which are 
offered to us today?  
 The Holy Sprit comforts us in our troubles.
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was 
being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit, it multiplied. Acts 9:31 (ESV)
" One of the times when the Holy Spirit works in powerful ways are in times 
of trouble. He doesnʼt leave us alone in trouble but he comforts us. How does he 
do this?  The Holy Spirit assures us of Godʼs love for us.  
" When I pay hospital visits to brothers and sisters in Christ, I almost always 
hear them say, “Pastor, I donʼt know how people could go through this without 
God.”  Why do they say that?  All night long they were pouring out their heart to 
God and the Holy Spirit worked supernaturally in their life to tell them they are 
loved, to remind them God is good, to assure them of Godʼs love for them.  The 
Holy Spirit supernaturally assures us we can rest our lives into his hands.  No 
matter what happens, even if they die, it will be OK because God loves us.  
Christ died for us.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7 (ESV)
 The Holy Spirit produces relational harmony.
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:3 
(ESV)
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 (ESV)
" The church is a very unique place because it is where relationships are 
supposed to work.  That doesnʼt mean everybody is best friends but there exists 
a supernatural unity between the people of God that comes from the Holy Spirit 
indwelling and leading Godʼs children.  Work in the school system, and you will 
not find this unity.  Work at Pure Fishing, and you will not find this unity.  The Holy  
Spirit, working in the church, produces unity between people of different ages, 
backgrounds, intellects and cultures as they center around Jesus and stay in 
tune with the Holy Spirit.
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" Let me just be honest.  Very few churches experience the unity of the Holy 
Spirit.  I am thankful to say compared to some churches I have pastored, the 
unity of Faith EFC is strong and it is precious to me.  This week, as I read 
Galatians 5 while preparing the Digging Deeper questions for this message, I 
was struck by how many works of the flesh are different types of divisions.  The 
leaders at Faith EFC plan to protect this unity and not let us become known as a 
church of different groups.
" Another way Satan likes to ruin the unity God desires for us to experience 
is through church bosses.  They are people who have the clout to carry a 
following and they are a rogue self-appointed leaders who refuse to listen to 
established authority in the church.  In the Bible we find one of these divisive 
leaders, his name is Diotrephes.
I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself 
first, does not acknowledge our authority. 3 John 9 (ESV)
" Diotrophes kept wanting to be first in everything.  He had to be the center 
of attention and power.  He has a serious ego problem.
" I think I have met this guy a couple times.  These kind of church bosses 
can quote the Bible backward and forward.  They may have held high positions in 
former churches or Christian camps or in the business world.  But rather than 
respecting and supporting church leadership, they snipe at leadership and pick 
apart at the unity little by little.  I have met these kinds of people.  They can 
cause immense damage.  If one arises at Faith EFC, I will do my best to kick 
these kinds of people out.   That may sound harsh, but unity of the Spirit in the 
church is a precious things and it must be maintained.
 The Holy Spirit is Prozac for the depressed.
" Before I talk about this, I want you to know, I recognize the need for 
psychological medication.  There are real physiological disorders in the brain that 
need medication and I donʼt want to ignore that.  I donʼt want anybody going 
home and throwing their medicine in the trash.  That being said, I believe a good 
portion of the depression we go through is spiritually, not physically, rooted.  
When people are led by the spirit, look at a defining quality of their life.
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17 (ESV)
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in 
much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 1 Thessalonians 1:6 (ESV)
" Who is the creator of joy and happiness?  It is God.  The Holy Spirit is God 
living in us.  The source of all joy, the creator of happiness lives within us.  The 
more we press into Christ, the more we are led by the spirit, the more we are in 
step with the spirit through prayer and study of Godʼs Word, the more joyful we 
become.  That joy comes in spite of our circumstances.  
" I have been there guys.  I awoke morning after morning when the dark 
clouds of depression would not lift.  I felt totally hopeless day after day.  I know 
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there is a comfort and joy that only comes from the Holy Spirit in those dark 
hours.  Feast on God, read his word, cry out to him in prayer.  There is joy to be 
found.  The Holy Spirit enables us to experience it.  In those dark hours, we are 
not alone.
 The Holy Spirit supernaturally empowers us to share Christ.
" There are many projects that we are involved with in life.  God is not 
committed to help all of them succeed.  I want to pour my efforts into projects that 
are close to the heart of God.  I want to give my energies to projects God wants 
to succeed.  
" I want to tell you about one project God is committed to and the Holy Spirit 
will empower.  It is the project of sharing Christ.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.” Acts 1:8 (ESV)
" Remember what Peter was like when Jesus was on trial.  A junior high girl 
asked him if he was part of Jesusʼ group and he was swearing up and down he 
never heard of Jesus.  Talk about wimping out.  Talk about not having an ounce 
of backbone for a guy that spent the last 3 years with Jesus.  All Peter could think 
of was his own skin.
" What happens after the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost?  Mr. Wimpy turns 
into Mr. Spicy.  Peter gets up and starts preaching about Jesus.  Look at the 
conclusion of his sermon.  
Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they 
were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 
what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:36–38 (ESV)
" Peter gave his first altar call and 3,000 came forward.  The church turned 
into a mega-church after one sermon!  Why is that?  The Holy Spirit empowers 
Christians to share about Christ.  The Holy Spirit cultivates the heart of the lost so 
they are receptive to Christ.  The Holy Spirit makes witnessing affective.  
" Last week I know many of us experienced rejection as we tried to invite 
friends to church.  Donʼt be discouraged.  Donʼt give up.  The Holy Spirit will get 
behind your efforts.  You are not alone.  
Why don’t I experience more of the Holy Spirit’s power in my life?
" I want to give you three possible reasons why we donʼt experience more 
of the Holy Spiritʼs empowering in our life.  
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 Christ may not be my Savior and Lord.
" When we trust Christ for forgiveness of sin and ask him to be the king of 
our life, in that moment, he gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit 
who gives us a new set of affections for Christ, he gives us a new level of 
sensitivity to sin and he begins to lead us in ways we never experienced before. 
" I believe one of the reasons people attend church yet know so little of the 
Holy Spirits empowering is because they arenʼt Christians.  They have trusted 
Christ as the savior for their sin, but they havenʼt put him in charge of their life.  
Their identity is the car they drive, the house they own, the job they hold, the 
money in the bank.  Christ says, I donʼt just want to save you from your sin, but I 
am to be the new identity of your life.  There are many who fill churches but 
Christ is nothing more than a life insurance policy to cash in after they are dead.  
That isnʼt salvation.  Salvation involves repenting of anything besides Christ as 
the magnetic center of our life.  Is that you this morning?  If it is, I invite you to 
trust in Christ alone for salvation today.
 Am I quenching the spirit or being filled with the spirit?
Do not quench the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:19 (ESV)
" The Holy Spirit can be quenched.   One of the things the Holy Spirit does 
is prompts us.  He prompts us to make phone calls.  He prompts us about people 
to meet.  He prompts us of sin to repent of. When he lays those things on our 
heart, we can ignore him because he speaks in a gentle voice.  Ignoring the 
promptings is called quenching the spirit.  We all do that from time to time.  When 
we do that, he will draw back from leading us but he will keep gently tapping on 
our shoulder.
" The Bible tells us that instead of quenching the Spirit, we should seek to 
be filled by the Holy Spirit.
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the 
Spirit, Ephesians 5:18 (ESV)
" The picture is that just as alcohol controls a person, we should seek for 
the Holy Spirit to control our lives.  As we go through the day, continually ask God 
what he would have you do and what he would have you say.  He will answer.  
 Am I grieving the Holy Spirit or repenting of sin?
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. Ephesians 4:30 (ESV)
" We grieve the spirit by sin, especially willful sin.  When we sin, our 
intimacy with God is frustrated.  The Holy Spirit feels silent in our lives and we 
feel like we are living alone.  How do we get that back?  Repentance!  God 
rejoices when we repent of our sin.
For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, 
whereas worldly grief produces death. 2 Corinthians 7:10 (ESV)
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" This morning, is there something God is calling you to repent of?  Has the 
vibrancy of your spiritual life gone flat?  Is there intentional sin God is calling you 
to repent of.
How can we encourage the Holy Spirit to show up in power at Faith EFC?
(The Holy Spirit) He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. John 16:14–15 (ESV)
" Interestingly, the Holy Spirit doesnʼt have a name.  His name is more of a 
description.  He is the Holy Spirit as in opposition to an unclean spirit.  He is also 
called the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ.  Why is that?  Why does the Holy 
Spirit work anonymously?  It is because his job is to platform Christ, not himself.  
He is committed to the exaltation of Christ.  When we as a church focus on 
exalting Christ, that is a project the Holy Spirit is highly committed to support.    
Conclusion
" What do you do for three days in the woods by yourself when your 
campfire doesnʼt start, you have nothing to eat and nothing to do?  You 
remember that no matter what it may seem like, you are not alone.  Just as I 
wasnʼt alone in the woods, we are not alone in this world.  No matter how dark 
the night, no matter how strong the temptation, no matter how depressed you 
feel, you are not fighting it alone.  The Holy Spirit is in you and he is with you.  He 
will comfort you.  He will guide you.  He will bring you joy.  This week, remember, 
you are not alone.
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The Holy Spirit
Small Group Work Sheet

October 24, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker (This is just for fun)
• Go around the room and have everyone complete this sentence.  

• When talking about the Holy Spirit, I think of...

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• Do you think many Christians try to live life on their own power?  If so, why do 

you think they ignore the Holy Spirit?
• In struggles with sin, what means has God used to give you victory?  How does 

the Holy Spirit changing our affections provide victory in times of struggle?  
How can we cultivate those affections?

• Pastor Kurt talked about the Holy Spiritʼs comfort in times of trouble.  Share 
with the group comfort the Holy Spirit brought you in a difficult season of life.  
What other means does God use to comfort us?

• The Holy Spirit produces relational unity.  Why is church division such a subtle 
but effective tactic of Satan to destroy Christʼs kingdom?  Have you seen this in 
action?  What did you learn from it?  

• How often do you think depression is a spiritual, not a medical issue?  If you 
were counseling someone to find joy from the Holy Spirit, what would you tell 
them to do?

• What is the difference between Christ being a Savior vs. Christ being a Lord?  
Does it make a difference for eternal salvation?  Does it make a difference for 
the experience of Godʼs power in our life today?

• Pastor Kurt talked about quenching vs. filling of the Holy Spirit and grieving the 
Holy Spirit vs repenting of sin.  What else leads Christians to live life apart from 
the power of the Holy Spirit?

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
The Fruit of the Spirit vs. the Flesh
How should a church gauge its progress?  Do attendance figures tell the story?  
Does giving tell the story?  While those metrics tell part of the story, God uses a 
different metric because he measures our character.  As believers, we are in a 
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battle to walk by the controlling influence of the Holy Spirit rather than drifting 
with the current around us.  

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the 
Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep 
you from doing the things you want to do. Galatians 5:16–17 (ESV)

We are in a battle between the desires of our flesh and the desires of the Holy 
Spirit.  Paul lists off what some of these fleshly desires look like in the form of 
what is called a stoic vice list.  I took the time to write down the definitions of 
these words from my Greek dictionary.  They are more commonplace than we 
realize.

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I 
warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19–21 (ESV)

1. Sexual Immorality - The Greek word used here is pornia, where we get our 
word pornography from.  It involves any sexual expression outside of the 
marital covenant.  We need to remember that God is not against sex.  It was 
his idea!  I think it was one of his better ones!  In 1 Corinthians 7, God actually  
commands married couples to be sexually active.  Just as God is all about 
married couples and their regular sexual activity, he is strongly for unmarried 
couples abstaining until they are married.  He is also very committed to 
couples restricting the expression of their sexuality to within their marriage.  If 
you are married, be sexually active, if you are single, be sexually pure.

2. Impurity - The word in the Greek is literally uncleanness.  It means lacking 
moral restraint, especially pertaining to our sexuality.  This word is used to 
describe the moral descent God gives people over to when they pursue 
sexual sin. 

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, Romans 1:24 (ESV)

3. Sensuality - This means an insatiable desire for pleasure.  It may be sexual 
pleasure.  It may be the constant desire to purchase something new or have 
something more.  It is the inability to find contentment.

4. Idolatry - This is idol worship but it also includes worship of material 
possessions.  Colossians 3:5 calls covetousness (having to keep up with the 
latest and greatest stuff because everybody else has it) idolatry.

5. Sorcery - This involves the practice of magic and the involvement with 
forbidden practices such as spiritualism, fortune-telling, astrology, and the like.  
Interestingly, the root of the word in the Greek also ties into the use of illicit 
drugs.
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6. Enmity - This means stirring up hostility between people.  It includes gossip, 
and slander.  God is committed to relational harmony, Satan is committed to 
factions.

7. Strife - This is the opposite of peace making. It is camp building and division 
cultivation between people.  (I donʼt think the Iowa vs. Iowa State controversy 
falls into this area.) 

8. Jealousy - Aristotle defined this word as the absence of building up the good 
in another because we donʼt have it in ourselves.  It is seeking to diminish the 
good actions or gifts of another because we donʼt have them in ourselves.  It 
can also be understood as lack of appreciation for the God given gifts another 
possesses.

9. Fits of Anger - Intense rage or fury.  This means failing to restrain ones 
emotions but given to outbursts of uncontrolled anger.

10.Rivalries - In the Greek it means to conduct oneself with self-interest (looking 
out for number one rather than others.)  I found it interesting that in Greek it is 
the same word used to describe the motives of someone who runs for a 
government office (it says a lot about the ancient worldʼs view of politics.)

11.Dissensions - This is the creation of factions of divisions in a group.  It is the 
breaking down of unity.

12.Divisions - In the Greek this word is heretic.  It means someone holds a 
different view from the group they are a part of but they try to remain part of 
the group to continue to influence it their way.  (This is where we get our word 
heresy from.)  A heretic becomes a schism when the individual continues to 
hold to their views but they break away from the original group.

13.Envy - This means pain felt at the sight of anotherʼs happiness.  It is the 
decision to not rejoice at anotherʼs fortune.

14.Drunkenness - Drinking to the point where alcohol controls an individual, 
especially in social parties.

15.Orgies - In the ancient world, this was usually a feast conducted in honor of 
the god Bacchus, the god of wine.  It involved feasting, drinking, impurity and 
obscenity.  Need I say more?

Rather than the flesh being the dominant quality of our lives, the Holy Spirit 
desires to produce a different arrangement of fruit.  While we are to strive to 
produce these fruits in our lives, they are also a natural outgrowth of a healthy 
relationship with God when we are walking in the step with the Holy Spirit.  These 
qualities were embodied in the life of Jesus and as we walk with him, we become 
more like our savior.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
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And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 
another. Galatians 5:22–26 (ESV)

1. Love - This is not conditional love but is unilateral love of choice.  It is the love 
God has for us that becomes the same kind of love we have for others.  It is 
not dependent upon being loved but as God loves us, this type of love 
overflows into the way we love others.

2. Joy - This joy is independent of circumstances.  It is based upon our identity 
in Christ and Godʼs love for us that transcends circumstances.

3. Peace - In the Greek, this is the opposite of war and dissension.  It is inner 
peace of mind that comes from knowledge of Godʼs love for us and looks 
forward to the final day of peace after Christ establishes his kingdom on 
earth.

4. Patience - This is the quality of self-restraint rather than proceeding to action.  
It is having the ability to avenge oneself but refraining from doing so.  It is 
faithfully waiting on God even when in trying circumstances.

5. Kindness - An activity that is useful or benevolent towards others.  This is 
primarily a disposition.

6. Goodness - This is kindness in action.  It may not always be a comfortable 
action but may involve rebuking, correcting or chastising.

7. Faithfulness - Consistency
8. Gentleness - Meekness, it is a condition of mind and heart that demonstrates 

gentleness, not in weakness but in power.  It is a balance between strength 
and character.

9. Self-Control - Temperance or moderation in character.  Not given to 
excesses.

Spiritual Gifts
We receive the Holy Spirit as the supreme Gift, and then He imparts to us of His 
ability as He wills. We do not receive spiritual gifts apart from the Gift Giver, the 
Holy Spirit.
The gift of the Spirit is the Holy Spirit Himself. The gifts of the Spirit are the helps, 
capacities, endowments, enablements that He bestows on us so we might 
accomplish His purposes.  All of the gifts are resident in and the property of the 
Holy Spirit. We donʼt own them. We donʼt create or manufacture them. We donʼt 
grow or produce them. They are His gifts to give.
Three classifications of gifts are made to the believers in the New Testament: (1) 
motivational gifts, (2) gifts given to the church as a whole, and (3) gifts given for 
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specific situations and circumstances. The Holy Spirit gives these gifts to us at 
His discretion, but He does give gifts to every believer.
The Motivational Gifts of the Spirit
The motivational gifts of the Spirit are identified in Romans 12:4–8:

For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the 
same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our 
faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he 
who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

Every believer has one of the seven motivational gifts described by Paul. Iʼve 
listed them with some of the meanings or interpretations of these gifts as they 
appear in other translations of the Bible:
1. Prophecy—forth telling or the speaking out of the truth of God
2. Ministry—serving in practical ways (including hospitality, helping, assisting)
3. Teaching—explaining the Word of God so that others can understand it and 

apply it to their lives
4. Exhortation—speaking to others in a way that encourages them to follow 

Christ closely and without hesitation
5. Giving—contributing to meet the needs of others
6. Leadership—having the ability to administer, govern, and/or rule
7. Mercy—giving aid to sick and needy persons (including those who have no 

merit)
Paul also describes the ways in which we are to use the gifts: prophecy—with 
faith; ministry and teaching and exhortation—with grace; giving—with generosity; 
leading—with diligence; and mercy—with cheerfulness.
How do you know which of these gifts you have? Examine your life. When a 
need is presented or a challenge appears before you in the Lord—a problem 
arises that you know has a spiritual root or dimension—what is your first 
response? Do you immediately want to speak the truth? Do you start to serve 
those who are seeking to provide help, to give, or to organize others? Do you 
jump in and act with mercy for people who are in need or hurting? Do you 
respond with words of encouragement that others stay close to the Lord and 
obey Him explicitly?
Gifts Given to the Church
In addition to the endowments that the Holy Spirit gives to individual believers, 
the Holy Spirit gives gifts to the church as a whole. These gifts are actually 
people:

He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
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ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 
the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may 
grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ (Eph. 4:11–15).

The gifts are given to some in the church. They are the ones called to be
• apostles—those who are trailblazers, leaders of new ministry outreaches.
• prophets—those who tell the truth of God, including the ultimate consequences 

of following or failing to follow Godʼs will.
• evangelists—those who proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and inspire others 

to believe in Him.
• pastors and teachers—those who nurture, prepare, and teach the believers, 

equipping them for service to others.
Not every person is called to one of these roles within the church, but in many 
ways, ministries within a church tend to cluster around these areas of leadership. 
For example, you may not be called to be a pastor/teacher to a congregation of 
people, but you may be called by God to serve as a Sunday school teacher. You 
are operating in the area of ministry as a teacher to the body of Christ, under the 
leadership of one who is gifted to lead in that area. Or you may serve on an 
evangelism team. You are serving in the area of evangelism, under the 
leadership of one who has been gifted to lead in that area.
You will find great fulfillment in serving within the area of ministry to which the 
Lord calls you. You will find frustration, disappointment, and dissatisfaction in 
your attempts to serve within an area of ministry to which you are not called to 
serve by the Holy Spirit.

Gifts Unique to Specific Circumstances or Times
The New Testament provides a third set of gifts given to believers by the Holy 
Spirit. This set of gifts is unique to particular situations and times. In fact, Paul 
provided this list because he desired to see order restored to the conducting of 
services in the church at Corinth:

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.… 
There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 
to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the same Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and 
the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He 
wills. For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that 
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one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—
and have all been made to drink into one Spirit (1 Cor. 12:1, 4–13).

Paulʼs primary concern was not with the listing of gifts, but with the point that 
there is only one Holy Spirit. The Corinthians had been idol worshipers. As pagan 
Greeks prior to their conversion to Christ Jesus, they had a different god for each 
activity, enterprise, and object. Athens, for example, was filled with thousands of 
idols, each with a specific identity and purpose. Some idol gods were more 
valued than others. Paul wanted the Corinthians to make certain they understood 
that there is only one Holy Spirit—He manifests Himself in different ways through 
different individuals as He wills.
The gifts that Paul cited are specific to particular times and events. As the church 
would gather, different gifts might be manifested depending on the needs of the 
people and the problems in the church at that time. Paul wanted them to 
understand that all of the gifts come from the same Holy Spirit, with no one gift 
having a claim on being the definitive manifestation of the Spiritʼs presence in 
their midst.
These gifts are bestowed on the believers so that one person may be given one 
gift and another person another gift. All of the gifts are possible, but none of them 
are assured in any one setting or group of people. In like manner, no one person 
has his or her identity associated with a particular gift. In other words, one person 
is not expected to be the prophet at all meetings, and another person the one 
who gives a word of wisdom. The Holy Spirit speaks and works through this one, 
and that one, and another one at His direction and for His purposes.
The conclusion we must draw, therefore, is that a believer may experience one or 
more of these gifts operating in and through him during his lifetime, but not 
necessarily with any predictability or regularity. Why? Because the Holy Spirit 
orchestrates His particular set of gifts to be in operation in each group of people 
depending on the needs in the group.
The Corinthians apparently had a fondness and desire for the more dramatic 
gifts, such as healing, tongues, working of miracles. Paul admonished them in 1 
Corinthians 13 that love is far more important than spiritual gifts, and then in 1 
Corinthians 14, he admonished them to desire prophecy as the foremost gift to 
seek, so they might speak the truth of God with clarity to nonbelievers and 
believers alike.
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The Church
Sign Title:  The Church

October 31, 2010

" Good to see you this morning!  My name is Kurt and I am one of the 
pastors.  If you are new, I would like to welcome you.  This fall, we are in a series 
of studies called, “Doctrine - What do we believe?”  The purpose of these studies 
is to review the basics of our faith.  This week, we are talking about the church.  
The church is a very important, but often misunderstood entity.  If I was to ask 
you to tell me what a good church looks like, chances are you would point me to 
a large group of people with a large building that calls itself a church.  How do 
you know if they are a God honoring church or nothing more than a big crowd?  
Before this message, most of us could not tell the difference, but you will be able 
to after this mornings message.
" For much of the history of the definition of the church was simply 
assumed.  For example, the Nicene Creed states that we believe in one holy 
catholic apostolic church but it never says what the word church means.  Early 
Christians debated and discussed many things.  They debated, discussed and 
recognized the full humanity and deity of Christ.  They debated, discussed and 
recognized the Trinity.  One issue they never talked about was, the church.  After 
Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, wrote The Unity of the Church in AD 251 until 
Wycliffe wrote The Church in AD 1378, there was no significant book written 
about the church for over a thousand years.  What a church looked like and did 
was just assumed, it was never defined or described.
" Discussion about the church finally took off in the sixteenth century when 
the Reformation forced Protestants and Roman Catholics alike to define the 
church.  The Roman Catholics defined the church in relation to apostolic 
succession.  The church was an institution you became a part of, similar to 
joining the Pheasants Forever hunting club.  Joining the Roman Catholic church 
made you a card carrying member of the pedigree because you could say you 
could trace your lineage back to Peter.  This was the same trick the Jews tried in 
the days of Jesus when they said, “We have Abraham as our father.”  In other 
words, they figured they were good with God if they could trace their lineage and 
prove they were pure bred Jews.  That didnʼt work for the Jews, I donʼt think it 
works for the Catholics tracing their pure bred lineage to Peter. 
" The Protestants defined the church in relationship to the Bible, Christ and 
something we call regeneration.  They didnʼt define it by an external institution 
but by an internal reality.  
" Since the reformation, discussion on what the church is and on what the 
church does has sat on the back burner for 400 years.  It is time to think about it 
again.  In an effort to be innovative and effective, young church leaders are trying 
different ways to do church.  Some are even trying to do church through the 
internet and Facebook.
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" I am all about innovation and creativity but innovation and creativity within 
biblical bounds.  What are the guardrails the Scripture gives us to define what a 
church looks like and what it does?  We are going to look at that this morning.
" Before we do that I want to give you a few theological categories so you 
can understand discussion about the church.
Universal vs. Local Church - The universal church is all the Christians all 
around the world today.  A few billion people say they're Christians.  They are in 
different countries, languages, styles and cultures.  They are members of the 
universal church with us.  Then there are local churches.  That is Faith EFC, First 
Presbyterian, and Good News, to name a few.  When we speak of the church, we 
are talking in both terms.  When you become a Christian, youʼre automatically 
part of the universal church, and then you need to plug in and become part of a 
local church.
Invisible vs. Visible Church - This terminology goes all the way back to the 
church father Augustine.  The invisible church is the church as God sees it: all 
the people of the past, present and future who have regenerated hearts and 
really do love Jesus.  The visible church is the church as we see it.  We see 
people who come together for worship.  Even though we come together, that 
does not mean everybody here is part of the invisible church.  There are some 
Christians and some non-Christians here this morning, only God knows the 
heart.  Only he knows who is truly part of the invisible church.
Gathered vs. Scattered Church - Right now, we are the gathered church.  
When weʼre done, weʼll scatter, but you know what?  Weʼre still a church.  We still 
belong to one another in Christ.  We are still supposed to pray for one another, 
love one another, serve one another and care for one another, even when we are 
not meeting.  Think of it like a family.  The family gathers at night for dinner but 
then scatters during the day.  When a family is scattered, that doesnʼt mean they 
cease to be a family.
" With that background, letʼs work our way through this definition.
What does a Biblical Church Look Like?
The local church is a community of regenerated believers who confess Jesus 
Christ as Lord.  In obedience to Scripture they organize under qualified 
leadership, gather regularly for preaching and worship, observe the biblical 
sacraments of baptism and Communion, are unified by the Spirit, are disciplined 
for holiness, and scatter to fulfill the Great Commandment and the Great 
Commission as missionaries to the world for God’s glory and their joy.2

 Regenerated Church Membership
" To be a member of Faith EFC, you need to be a Christian.  In the Old 
Testament, the language used to describe this is “a new heart.” In the New 
Testament, the language used to describe this is being born again or a new 

© Dr. Kurt Trucksess - Doctrine - What do we believe? - www.Christ2Rculture.com - Page 84

2 Doctrine, Driscoll and Breshears

http://www.kurttrucksess.com
http://www.kurttrucksess.com


creation.  What it means is you met Jesus and youʼve changed.  Youʼre not 
perfect, but youʼve changed and you want to keep changing and be more like 
Jesus.  How many of you had the experience, where you say, “I didnʼt love 
Jesus, but now I do.  I didnʼt care about the Bible, but now I do.  I used to like to 
sin, but now I want to stop.”  Thatʼs regeneration.  Godʼs changed you from the 
inside out.  Regenerated church membership means that to be a God pleasing 
church, the members need to be Christians.  
" This was a big issue in the reformation.  At the time, the leadership in the 
Roman Catholic church had almost no spirituality.  Priests were having crazy sex 
parties and bribing people, it was like watching the Jerry Springer show.  Church 
membership didnʼt have anything to do with regeneration before the Reformation.  
It was like joining a club where you didnʼt have a change of heart.  
" If you are checking out Faith EFC, I love that you are here but if you want 
to join the church, to vote in the church, to be teaching or leading in the church, 
you need to be regenerated because that is what we are about.  
" If you are here and you are not a Christian, we love you.  Iʼm glad to have 
you.  Donʼt feel like you have to give in the offering.  You are welcome in small 
groups and Faith University classes.  On Wednesday nights we have a great 
Bible study going on in the church library during Awana for those checking Christ 
out.  If you canʼt afford a Bible, I will buy you one.  Totally love to have you and 
want you here, but to be a member, youʼve got to be a born-again Christian.  
" If you are a Christian and you arenʼt a member, get off the stick and get 
connected.  Seriously!  Romans says the church is like a physical body and it has 
many members.  Some of you are fingers, others eyes, others ears, others feet.  
Christians are specially gifted by the Holy Spirit when we are regenerated so we 
can connect to the body and to serve others in the local church we are a part of.  
So Christians unconnected to a local church body and not serving in a local 
church are living in sin.  I know that harsh to hear, but it is true.  I hate to break 
this to you but the Lone Ranger was not a Christian.  We are created for 
community, not isolation.  We need each other to grow and to be spiritually 
healthy.  I cover a lot more about this in the digging deeper section of this weeks 
Small Group Work Sheet.  There is some real important stuff in there I want you 
to read so go online and get a copy.
 Qualified Leadership
" I wonʼt get into this in great detail because of time but let me summarize 
the offices of elders and deacons.  You can read about them in 1 + 2 Timothy and 
Titus in your Bible.  Elders are qualified, godly men.  They are also called 
pastors.  They love God.  If theyʼre married, they are really good husbands and if 
they have kids, they are really good fathers.  They know their Bible and they care 
about others.  They care about the spiritual health of people in the church.  They 
focus on the spiritual health of the body.  The other office is deacon.  These are 
godly men and women who are also in ministry, who love God, love their Bible, 
they are gifted to help lead the church but their focus in on the practical aspects 
of running and administrating the church.  
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" One common thread through all church leadership is the importance of 
being an example.  They should be the most faithful people in the church.  The 
most faithful in serving, the most faithful in giving and the most faithful in 
attending and the most faithful in caring for others.  
" By the way, unlike the way leadership works in the secular world, church 
leaders are recognized and affirmed into positions of leadership.  They are not 
put into positions of leadership so they can begin doing something they havenʼt 
been doing all along.  That is why your church leaders are to be the best 
examples to follow, because they are recognized into formal positions of serving 
because they were already doing their serving in informal ways. 
 Preaching and Worship
" Let me warn you before I get started.  I feel strongly about this and am 
going to get on my soap box.  I have read the studies from the cultural guruʼs.  
They say we shouldnʼt bore people to death with preaching.  Give people a lot of 
worship, and 20 minutes of preaching that makes them feel good, then let them 
go.  That is how you grow the church.  I respectfully disagree.  
" I donʼt think we need less preaching, I think we need more!  Think about 
this.  How was the world created?  God gave a sermon.  He spoke the world into 
existence.  How did God call his people back to him in the Old Testament when 
they strayed?  It was the preaching of the prophets.  You think I do radical things 
to get my message across, in the Old Testament prophets preached naked to get 
peoples attention, they married women who were whores so they would leave 
their husbands to sleep with other men, all so the prophets could keep taking 
them back again and again to drive into people heads that no matter how much 
they rebelled, God still loved them.  I know some of you blew a gasket a few 
weeks ago when we talked about the cross of Christ because it grossed you out.  
Just be thankful you arenʼt living when one of the Old Testament prophets was 
your preacher.
" Get to the New Testament and John the Baptist comes along to prepare 
the hearts of the people for Christ and what does he do?  Finger-painting?  
Weaving baskets with his toes and singing with a guitar?  No!  He preaches a 
tough message!  Repent for the kingdom is at hand.  What does Jesus do when 
he comes?  Yes he heals people, yes he cares for the widows and orphans but 
donʼt overlook the obvious, he is a preacher and thousands came to hear him.  
Go to the book of Acts and what happens.  The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost 
and Peter begins preaching and God uses the preached word to grow the church 
by 3,000 in one day.  Follow the theme through the book of Acts and everywhere 
the early church goes they are preaching.  The growth of the church is always 
described in Acts as the spread of the Word of God.
" Leave the Bible and go to history.  Study every revival you want and learn 
how they began.  It wasnʼt through oragami clubs and knitting circles.  The spirit 
of God anoints a man of God to preach the Word of God and revival happens.  
Just as God preached to bring forth creation, God anoints the preaching of His 
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word to birth churches.  Today people want to grow the church so they go to 
marketing gurus who tell them they need slick web sites and a marketing director.  
Nothing wrong with that but that isnʼt what grows the church.  It is always the 
preaching of the Word of God that God uses to give birth to the church of God.  
You want to grow the church… PREACH!  
" It absolutely infuriates me when people say that preaching is passe, and it 
is ineffective.  Preaching is always the way God does his work.  This doesnʼt 
mean happy “give you a back rub” preaching.  They say you donʼt want to talk 
about hell, you donʼt want to tell people they are sinners, you donʼt want to call 
people to repent because if you do, you will offend them.  Make your choice, be 
offensive to them or be offensive to God, you canʼt have it both ways.
" So that is why I preach and the pulpit is a big deal around here.  
Preaching is not about me or any other pastor.  Preaching is Godʼs chosen 
method to birth and edify his church. 
 Sacraments
" That is communion and baptism.  We do communion once a month and it 
is a very visible and tangible picture of the root of everything we have.  Jesus 
Christ died in our place, for our sins and without that we have nothing.  We 
celebrate at communion.  Baptism is also a tangible visible picture of the unseen 
new birth that happens in our lives.  We love baptizing new Christians.  
" Our next baptism service is on Thanksgiving and if you want to be 
baptized to let your church family know you have repented of your sin and are 
trusting in Christ for forgiveness, let us know by telling us on your registration 
card or talking to Pastor Greg directly.  In baptism Christians go under water 
showing we are buried with Christ, then they come out of the water showing we 
are raised with Christ.  I love baptism because it publicly proclaims the new life 
we have in Christ.  If you havenʼt been baptized, I want to let you know there is a 
blessing that goes with baptism.  You deny yourself of that blessing if you are an 
unbaptized Christian.  The blessing is simply the blessing of obedience because 
the Bible says believe and be baptized.  
 Unified in Christ
" This means we agree on what we will and will not fight over.  The stuff we 
will fight over, those are the things we are talking about in this series.  The 
sinfulness of man, the Trinity, the full humanity and divinity of Christ, heaven, hell 
etc…  These are things we are closed fisted on.  The stuff we wonʼt fight over are 
things like home school vs. private school, contemporary vs. traditional vs. 
country western music.  Does the pastor wear a choir robe or preach in a tank 
top and shorts (though you might throw a robe over me if I try the tank top and 
shorts.)
" The closed issues of the faith are the clear non-negotiable issues of 
salvation.  The rest we allow for diversity because unity around Christ is much 
bigger than division because of secondary issues.  
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 Disciplined for Holiness
" This means that if you are a Christian and youʼre living in sin, someone 
who loves you will come to you and say, “You know, this is not good.  From what I 
see, you need to repent and change.”  And if you get hard-hearted, stiff-necked, 
self-righteous and proud, then a small group of people who love you will come 
along and tell you the sin they see in your life they are concerned about.  The 
whole point is to get you to repent because you are killing yourself and we love 
you.  If you keep on being defiant and rebellious and hard-hearted and you are a 
member, we will discipline you formally and publicly in a meeting of the church 
membership.  Of course, we will discipline you respectfully, but that doesnʼt mean 
we wonʼt discipline you.  
" Some of you arenʼt members but you are Christians living in sin.  What will 
we do?  Our hands are not tied.  If we have talked with you personally and with a 
small group and you are still hard-hearted and rebellious and the elders feel you 
are infecting the rest of the church with your spiritual sickness, we will ask you to 
leave.  If you donʼt leave, we will call the the cops and escort you off the property.
" You say, “Kurt, that is terrible.”  No it is leadership.  The nursery has a sign 
outside of it, “If you child has flu symptoms, please donʼt bring them to the 
nursery and get everyone else sick.”  If someone is sick spiritually and they are 
infecting the body with their spiritual rebellion, which the Bible says rates up there 
with the sin of divination, it is like witchcraft, I donʼt want you infecting everybody 
else.  If we can keep kids out of the nursery, we can keep rebellious people out of 
the church.  As leaders, we do not want spiritual sickness spreading through the 
church.  That is the role of leadership in the church.
 Obeying the Great Commandment to Love
" One of the great evidences of Christ in the church is people loving one 
another.  This really happens best in our small groups.  These smaller groups of 
8, 10 or 12 people are places where you get to know one another, care for one 
another, serve one another, eat together and pray for one another.  This is the 
place you can best fulfill the one another commands of Scripture.  If you are not 
in a small group, once you have experienced this kind of Christian love, it is hard 
to be without it.  They are some of the most satisfying, and meaningful 
relationships you will experience.  
 Obeying the Great Commission to evangelize
" Letʼs get to the bottom line.  If you are here and you are not a Christian, I 
want you to be a Christian.  How do you become one?  Simply admit you are a 
sinner, trust Jesus is God who died in your place for your sin and God will give 
you a new life.  He will change you right now, send his Holy Spirit in your heart 
and you will live with him forever.
" Some of you will criticize and say that this church is all about numbers and 
about growing bigger and that sounds so unspiritual.  Well, duh!  So is Wal-mart!  
So is Pure-Fishing!  Everybody is about numbers and growing.  If you arenʼt 
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growing, you are dying.  We want to grow for a different reason.  We just want 
people to meet Jesus, have changed lives that are holy and not sinful and for 
them to go to heaven rather than hell.  
" Letʼs take a little vote, how many vote for less people in hell, raise your 
hand.  Today everyone is turned off if you push your thing on them.  What are we 
supposed to do, not tell people about Jesus?  Any of you sell Shaklee?  How do 
you sell it?  You push your thing.  Shaklee is using people to tell people.  Why 
canʼt we use people to tell people about Jesus.  Who gets the kickback?  We 
donʼt.  The bigger we get, the more headaches I have.  People with changed 
lives get the kickback.  They grow in their faith, fall in love with Christ, get their 
marriages straightened out, become good parents, love their kids, make God 
honoring choices and to go heaven to find a grain bin full of eternal rewards they 
laid up for eternity.  We donʼt get the bonus, the people who come to Jesus get 
the bonus.
" That is what a Biblical church looks like.
Where has the church gone wrong?
" I want to take a few minutes to show you how the modern and now the 
postmodern church is drifting away from the biblical church.
 The Modern “Me” Church.
" The great characteristic of the modern era is its emphasis on the 
individual.  Mark Noll, a church historian, after studying British sermons of the 
1700ʼs noted that in the early 1700ʼs preachers talked about Godʼs plan for the 
church, by the mid 1700ʼs, with the enlightenment, the focus changed almost 
exclusively on the individual. 
" While salvation is an individual thing, every Christian is part of a larger 
church body and expected to participate in the life of the local church with the 
gifts God gives us.  This is so God may be glorified and his people built up (1 
Corinthians 12:1-31).  It is therefore sin for someone who claims to be a Christian 
not to be actively loving his or her Christian brothers and sister and seeking to 
build up the church as faithful members.
that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may 
have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:3 (ESV)
" Johnʼs point is that believers stay in relation with other Christians.  He 
goes on to speak of false believers as those who ignore relationships with other 
Christians.
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that 
they all are not of us. 1 John 2:19 (ESV)
" Why is it important that believers stay together in the church?  Because 
that is where we love other believers, the mark of the Christian according to 
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Jesus.  I like the way John Calvin said it, “every member of the invisible church 
belongs to the visible church.”3

" If this is true, then many people are either in sin, or worse still, wrongly 
believe they are saved when they are not.  If they were, it would be evidenced in 
part by their loving their brothers and sisters, which means getting to know them 
to serve them and learn from them in love.
" The modern church focuses its attention on the individual rather than the 
community and the glory of God.  As a result, many churches define their 
purpose as a place where individual spiritual needs are met.  Congregational 
attendees are simply consumers of the churchʼs goods and services.  
Consequentially, the modern church is known for marketing glitz and attraction, 
rather than love and service for one another.  A growing number of Christians 
define church as listening to a worship CD or downloading a sermon or reading a 
good book.  While those are good things, they are not a complete definition of the 
church.  That is not all God says we need and all God intends for us to have 
through the church.
 The Postmodern “Virtual” Church
" What the church looks like in the postmodern world is still up for grabs but 
some trends are emerging.
" Many churches are now using internet campuses.  They broadcast their 
entire church service on the internet.  People can log in and tweet or blog about 
the sermon.  They give their offering via credit card but is this really church?  
What do you think?  How do they take the sacraments?  How do they participate 
in the one-another commands of Scripture? Is there any disciple for holiness?
" How about Facebook?  The internet seems like a reasonable way for 
people to check out a church but without the face to face interaction, home 
groups and relationships, you canʼt call the internet a full-blown church 
experience.
 The Postmodern “Anti-Authority” Church
" Emergent churches are popular among young people.  They are informal 
communities that donʼt have any spiritual leadership, doctrinal convictions or 
Biblical preaching.  What they have is lots of conversations.  Who is part of the 
emergent church?  Mostly our children.  The disgruntled children of 
evangelicalism looking for a fresh expression of the church in our multi-culture 
world where tolerance is king.  The scariest part of the emergent church is that 
regeneration is not the starting point.  For these churches Jesus is nothing more 
than a good example of how to live a moral life.
" Where is the preaching?  They donʼt like it because it smacks of authority.  
Where is qualified leadership?  They donʼt like it because it sounds authoritative.  
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It is hard to see much of the anti-authority emergent church as a biblical version 
of church.
Conclusion
" What concerns me is that while many churches are committed to 
innovation, and creativity, they are doing it at the price of being Biblically rooted 
and doctrinally sound.  Many churches are unwittingly morphing into something 
less than the biblical church was intended to be.  
" Every sermon has to answer two questions.  What do you want people to 
know and what do you want people to do.  I want you to know what the church is 
supposed to look like.  I want you to know some ways the modern and 
postmodern church has drifted away.  What do I want you to do?  Repent!  While 
most of us havenʼt bought into the anti-authority church, more of us are buying 
into the virtual church and even more of us have bought into the “me” church.  All 
of those modern expressions of church are less than what God desired to give us 
to keep us spiritually healthy.  
" This morning, especially repent of the “me” centered church in our 
consumer culture.  God plans are not just for you and me, but they involve us 
working together as a body.  I love you.  Letʼs pray.  See you next week.  
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The Church
Small Group Work Sheet

October 31, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker (This is just for fun)
• Before this sermon, how would you have defined “the church?”
• What are the dangers of  not having a clear definition of the church?  Provide 

examples.

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• To make sure you understand the terminology, define the difference between 

the following:
• Universal vs Local Church
• Invisible vs. Visible Church
• Gathered vs. Scattered Church

The local church is a community of regenerated believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lord.  In 
obedience to Scripture they organize under qualified leadership, gather regularly for preaching 
and worship, observe the biblical sacraments of baptism and Communion, are unified by the 
Spirit, are disciplined for holiness, and scatter to fulfill the Great Commandment and the Great 
Commission, as missionaries to the world, for Godʼs glory and their joy.

• Why is it important to insure a church has regenerated membership?  What has 
modern day (and ancient history) taught us about the dangers of unregenerated 
membership and leadership in a church?

• What role has spirit-anointed preaching played in your life? Why is preaching a 
crucial part of the church?  

• We currently celebrate communion once a month.  Do you think we should 
celebrate it more frequently?  What would you think if we had communion every 
week, after the sermon, and invited people forward to be prayed for by the 
elders?  Discuss it as a group and have the group leader email the groups 
thoughts to Pastor Kurt (ktruck@me.com) 

• Do you think church discipline is important?  How do you think it should be 
exercised (Matthew 18:15-20)?  Do you think the church leadership calling the 
police and forcibly exiting a divisive individual from church who refuses to 
respect their authority is going too far?  Why or why not?
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• What is wrong with the “me” church of our consumer culture?  Is this something 
you have found yourself slipping into and do you need to repent of it?

• What are the danger and benefits of the postmodern “virtual” church?  Faith 
EFC is currently discussing ways to better utilize technology for ministry.  What 
thoughts can you give us?  Email Pastor Kurt at (ktruck@me.com).

• What are the dangers of the postmodern “anti-authority” church that wants to 
boil church down to “community and a conversation?”  When your children go 
to college and are exposed to this, what will you say?

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
What is Jesus’ relationship to the church?
I donʼt want you to think Jesus went back to heaven and abandoned the church.  
Last week we studied the Holy Spirit and learned that through the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus didnʼt leave us alone in this world.  Jesus also didnʼt leave the church 
alone.  
 Christ is the head of the church.
" Four times in Ephesians it says Jesus is the head of the church.  He is 
supreme.  He is preeminent.  The church is always, totally, completely, 
thoroughly about Jesus.  He is the one who purchased us with his blood to 
redeem us from eternal, conscious punishment.  When you look at the church 
organizational chart on the wall outside of the library, who is the boss of the 
applesauce on the chart?  Jesus!
 Jesus is the apostle who plants a church.
" Hebrews 3:1 says Jesus is an apostle.  Apostles are people who plant 
churches.  There is no faithful Christian church that comes into existence unless 
Jesus plants it.  People are working with Jesus but Jesus is the one who plants 
the church.  This church was planted October 1949.  Pastor Norm pastored from 
the beginning, then Pastor Chris carried the baton, but it was Jesus who planted 
the church, not the people or the pastors, they just worked with Jesus.
 Jesus is the leader who grows a church
" In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said, “I will build my church.”  Every church that 
grows, builds, multiplies and reaches the community with the gospel is being built 
by non other than Jesus.  Men and women work with Jesus, but he is behind and 
leading everything.  
 Jesus is the senior pastor of the church.
" 1 Peter 5:3 calls Jesus the chief shepherd.  While my title (Pastor Kurt 
writing here) is senior pastor, I donʼt begin messages by saying I am your senior 
pastor because technically, Jesus is the senior pastor of the church. I am just one 
of the pastors.  I love what I do but I work for Jesus and I work with the church.  
So if I get run over by a truck and my guts are splattered on the highway like road 
kill, the church will be OK.  I will go to heaven and tell Jesus that everyone at 
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Faith EFC says “Hello.”  Donʼt worry about the church, Jesus, the senior pastor, 
is still on the job.  He will take care of His church.
 Jesus is the one who shuts down a church.
" In Revelation 2, Jesus warns the church of Ephesus to get their act 
together or he would come and shut the lights off.  80% of the churches in 
America are plateaued or declining.  3,500 churches die each year.  Why is that?  
Jesus shuts them down.  He says, “You are doing more harm than good, Iʼm 
shutting the lights off.”
 Jesus is the vine of the church.
" The best lesson on how Jesus relates to the church comes from Jesus 
himself.  Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches.”  Presbyterians are a 
branch, Methodists are a branch, Lutherans are a branch, Evangelical Free is a 
branch.  The key for any church is to be a branch connected to Jesus.  Unless 
churches are connected to Christ, there is no life and while there may be a lot of 
noise, there will be no fruit.  This is why it irritates me so deeply when churches 
devalue the Scriptures and turn Jesus into nothing more than a good example.  
Break a branch off of Jesus and it will die.  There is no way it can live.
" Some churches get really weird about this.  They think they are the vine 
and everybody plugs in to them to be part of the real church.  That is crazy.  
Jesus is the vine, to be a true church we plug into him.
Who harms a church?
There is a lot I could say about this but let me give you three quick answers.
 Burned Out Church Leaders
" A church can totally kill their leaders.  The work of church leadership is 
never done.  A leader is never “off” duty.  The average church pastor lasts only 
two years.  Sometimes the way churches treat their leaders is downright brutal.  I 
can give you story after story of pastors who burned out and as they were 
burning out the church, the church decided to chew them up and spit them out. 
" I believe Satan has the sights on his gun focused on church leaders.  Get 
the leaders to fail, get the leaders to burn out and he can take much of the 
church down with them.  The stress of church leadership is more than most 
people realize.  When I had my first senior pastorate, the stress of preaching 
every week was almost more than I could bear.  On Saturday nights, I would bite 
off my nails and tear out my eyebrows.  I didnʼt know why I couldnʼt stop that 
compulsive behavior.  I later learned these were all signs of stress the night 
before I preached (Thankfully I have eyebrows and fingernails again today… feel 
free to check them!)  
" After reading ancient and modern Christian biographies and interviewing 
other pastors, I learned the importance of a church leader taking care of 
themselves physically so they are healthy enough to take care of a congregation 
spiritually.  To keep myself healthy, I take my vitamins, get my sleep, try to enjoy 
my wife and children as much as I can and exercise on a daily basis.  Church 
leaders that take care of themselves, are the church leaders that take care of 
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their flock.  One added benefit is you donʼt have to do their funeral when they hit 
age 50. 
 False Teachers and Wolves
" False teachers are dangerous.  One of the keys to recognizing a false 
teacher is they are single issue voters.  Their main thing is not the plain thing of 
Scripture.  They have a hobby horse they like to ride and they get worked up 
over it to the point of not being able to display charity toward anyone else who 
disagrees.  Another hallmark of a false teacher is when they are reproached by 
church leadership they refuse to listen.
" While false teachers are recognized the by the lopsidedness of what they 
teach, wolves are usually recognized by their character.

I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men 
speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. Acts 
20:29–30 (ESV)

" Wolves love power, they love authority, they love control.  3 John 9 talks 
about a wolf named Diotrophes.  He was recognized as a wolf because he 
always had to be first.  While a wolfʼs goal is to kill the sheep, they do their work 
by attacking and undermining the shepherds.  When I was a young pastor, I 
didnʼt realize wolves were mixed with the sheep of the congregation.  I wasnʼt 
ready for people who were trying to eat the shepherd for lunch!  (Anybody want 
to serve some roast pastor?)  The job of a shepherd is not just to feed the sheep 
but to identify the wolves and protect the sheep  and the church from them.
Consumer Christians
" These are people who attend but they are nothing more than takers.  They 
do not give.  They do not serve.  They do not pray for the church or attach 
themselves to the body.  I am not talking about new Christians who are trying to 
get their life together.  I am talking about established adults who attend on 
Sunday for the “show” but keep the rest of the church at armʼs length.  They are 
takers, not givers.  The consumer Christian mentality is a product of the modern 
era where everything is about “me” and for me.  The Biblical picture is that life is 
not about us but life is about God and his glory.  That is why we exist.  We bring 
glory to God by our holiness and through our relationships as we use our gifts to 
serve others.
" The consumer Christian comes to church asking, “What did this service do 
for me and how did it make me feel better.”  The biblical Christian comes to a 
worship service saying, “How can I grow in holiness and how can I love and 
serve someone in my church family today.”
" If Faith EFC is to be used by God to reach our region and change our 
world, we need to be a church filled with people on mission.  Our mission is to 
delight in Godʼs love for us through Christ, live in holiness and purity, and serve 
others as if we were serving Jesus himself.
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Christian Living
Sign Title:  Christian Living

November 7, 2010

" Good to see you this morning!  My name is Kurt and I am one of the 
pastors.  If you are new, I would like to welcome you.  This fall, we are in a series 
of studies called, “Doctrine - What do we believe?”  The purpose of these studies 
is to review the basics of our faith.  This week, we are talking about Christian 
Living.  While the new EFCA Statement of Faith uses the phrase Christian Living, 
I am going to pull a little bait and switch this morning.  Instead of talking about 
Christian Living, we are going to talk about worship.  The reason our new 
Statement of Faith uses the phrase Christian living instead of worship is because 
when most people hear the word worship they think about a particular music 
style, a church building and an event that happens on Sunday mornings.  Truth 
be told, while what happens on Sunday is a worship service, worship is much 
more than just this morning.  It is all of our life.  It is our Christian living.  So, this 
morning, we talking about worship but in the broad sense, in what it means for 
how we live our life.  We will use a few questions to guide us through this.
Where does worship originate?
" If you remember the first week of this series, we learned God exists as a 
Trinity.  That means we have one God, who exists in three persons: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  The three persons of the Godhead have always existed in 
eternity past and they will continue to exist everlastingly through eternity future.  
We also learned that within the Trinity, there exists perfect community as the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit relate to one another.  That means there is perfect 
love between them, perfect relational joy between them, perfect subordination 
and unity between them.  God is the origin of worship because it exists in his 
essence continually flowing between the members of the Trinity.
" Some religions teach God created us so he could be worshipped.  That is 
not true.  God has worship, adoration, joy, praise and love existing within himself 
between the persons of the Godhead.  God is a ceaseless worshipper.  He 
worships himself.  Some of you are going to say, that sounds egotistical.  If you 
are God, it is not egotistical, it is essential.
" That being said, remember we were created in the image and likeness of 
God.  Part of that means were created to be worshipers.  We were made to 
continually pour ourselves out and give our heart, thoughts and loyalty to 
something.  God created us to worship.
" The problem is that because of sin, our worship gets focused on people 
and things instead of God.  Because we are built to worship and we are sinners, 
we worship the wrong things.  So the question is not, “Will we worship?”  It is 
always, “Who and what will we worship?”  Everyone is pouring themselves into 
something or someone.
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" Along comes Jesus.  He dies on the cross to pay the penalty for our sin.  
He rises from the grave to conquer the power of Satan, sin and death.  He 
creates in us a heart of flesh rather than a heart of stone and he quickens us so 
we are can worship God, the one we were created to worship.  Because of 
Jesus, we now have the capacity to worship rightly.
" I know this sounds very philosophical but why is it important?  It is only 
when we worship God that we will find joy.  It is only when God is glorified in my 
life that I can be satisfied.  We will come back this theme a number of times this 
morning.
What is worship?
" I want to give you a great definition of worship right from the Scriptures.
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Romans 11:36–12:1 (ESV)
For from him and through him and to him are all things - God created 
everything.  God is the big bang.  He spoke and bang, it existed.  He didnʼt just 
create this universe and our planet and our lives.  He is the one who holds 
everything together like glue.  The reason you were not hit by a truck this 
morning while driving here is only because of Godʼs grace.  He holds our lives 
together moment by moment.  To him are all things.  Because God created 
everything and holds everything together, who should get all the thanks, worship, 
praise and adoration?  God!
" God deserves two things because of his identity.  He rightfully deserves 
glory and he deserves sacrifice.  Ascribing glory to something and making 
sacrifices for something are the way we worship something and someone.  Let 
me explain this to you.
" Glory means weightiness, heaviness, prominence, preeminence.  
Whoever or whatever is in the position of glory in your life is the person or thing 
that centers your existence.  Its the treasure you cherish most deeply.  Its the 
most precious passion, its your desire, your enthusiasm.  Who is in the position 
of glory in your life?  What is the most precious and important thing to you?
" I know most of us think the most glorious thing in our life is Christ, but is it 
really?  Since we are finite creatures, we canʼt give glory to everything.  We only 
have so much time and energy so we choose to say no to some things and yes 
to others.  In other words, we make sacrifices.  We sacrifice giving glory to one 
thing so we can give more glory to another.  We make decisions on what to give 
glory to and what to sacrifice all the time.  Just look at your Outlook or iCal 
calendar.  Whatʼs getting the glory?  Whatʼs getting sacrificed?  
" I know this is a tough one to swallow so letʼs talk about this in a more 
humous, but still completely serious, way.  
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 My God is my Stomach.
"    In Philippians 3:19, Paul talks about people whose God is their stomach.  
That is what they worship.  That is where they glory, that is what they make 
sacrifices for.  Now I know some of you think it is bizarre to think of people 
worshiping their stomach.  If you think about it, it makes perfect sense.  If your 
stomach is in the position of glory in your life, you think about food all the time.  
You eat food all the time.  You plan to eat food later.  You always have a snack 
within reach.  You steal your kids Halloween candy when they go to sleep.  What 
you are saying is, “I glory in food and the temple where I worship is my 
refrigerator.”  Another temple you go to is the all-you-can-eat Pizza Ranch buffet.  
When you leave, you know they lost money on you.  Maybe you go to the 
Fareway grocery store and canʼt help yourself but you covet everything that has 
sugar salt or a crunch.
" What is happening?  You are glorying in food.  To glory in food, you make 
sacrifices to do it.  Your food bill is huge.  Your health is in question.  You gain 
weight.  You have high blood pressure.  You snore like a grizzly bear.  But these 
sacrifices you are prepared to make because you worship the God of the 
stomach. 
" I know some of you are think this is crazy.  It is not crazy.  It is biblical.  
Some of you are going to look at your stomach tomorrow in the mirror and realize 
you attended a lot of worship services at the refrigerator this year because your 
god is bigger this year than he was last year and the pin-up poster over your tool 
box in your garage is a picture of Jabba the Hut.
 My God is my alcohol.
" Let me give you another example.  Alcohol.  Some of you say you have a 
drinking problem.  I donʼt think you have a drinking problem.  You have a worship 
problem.  People come into my office all the time for counseling and they need 
help with their marriage or their drinking or their sexual addictions and the 
problem is not their marriage, their alcohol or their sexual addiction, it is what 
they are worshipping.  
" People want me to give them marital and psychological band-aids to cover 
theirs problems, but it wonʼt work.  It is like trying to get rid of Dandelions.  You 
can cut the top of the weed off but until you get to the root, nothing ever changes.  
The root problem is not a spouse, it is not drinking, it is not too much 
testosterone, it is their worship.  The wrong thing is the big heavy in the center of 
their life.  The wrong thing is what they are sacrificing their life for.  
" Letʼs think about this with alcohol.  Say you come into my office and say, “I 
drink too much.”  Well, that means alcohol is in the position of glory.  Itʼs your 
God.  Youʼre sad, so you run to the bottle for consolation.  Youʼre happy, you run 
to the bottle for celebration.  When your alone, where do you run?  To the bottle 
to console your loneliness.  When life is good and you want to celebrate with 
your friends, where do you go?  To the bottle to celebrate.  The bottle is in the 
position of glory.
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" What are you sacrificing?  Well, itʼs expensive.  You sacrifice your health.  
You sacrifice your job.  If you are married, you might end up sacrificing your 
marriage.  You start speaking to those you love out of drunkenness.  You start 
acting out of drunkenness.  You slaughter your family on the proverbial altar of 
the bottle in your act of worship to what is most glorious in your life; the bottle.
" Nobody has a food problem, nobody has an alcohol problem.  We have 
worship problems.  If you start to see things as a worship problem, you will 
approach everything differently.  Instead of saying, I have to eat less or I have to 
drink less, it is I have to worship God more.  God is the one thing I am suppose 
to worship.  God needs to be the heavy object in the center of my life that I 
joyfully make sacrifices for.
What is idolatry?
" Letʼs hit this from the opposite angle?  What is idolatry?  Idolatry is the 
opposite of worship.  Remember that we are all unceasing worshippers going 
after something or someone.  If we are not pouring our energies, affections, 
thoughts, dreams and devotion to God, because we are created to be 
worshippers, we will pour those energies, affection, thoughts and dreams into 
something or someone else.  That is called idolatry.
" If you are like me, I grew up thinking the people in the Old Testament were 
weird because they kept worshipping idols and sticks and artwork on a cave wall 
that resembled a finger painting.  I kept thanking God I was much more 
sophisticated.  But if you look at idolatry a little closer, it starts to get 
uncomfortable.
because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. Romans 1:25 
(ESV)
" Idolatry is any time we exchange the worship of our creator for something 
in creation.  We do that either by worshipping what God made or by worshipping 
what we have made.
 Worshipping what God made
" Let me give you two examples.  How about the environment?  Everybody 
is into going green.  Reduce the carbon footprint.  Use low energy bulbs and 
recycle.  Drive to Sioux Fall less, shop with the internet more.  I am OK with that.  
But when you start calling the earth your mother and say that she birthed you 
and sing Hakuna Matata, we are all part of the circle of life, that is too far.  We 
are not part of the circle of life.  We are image bearers of God made to steward 
Godʼs earth, not worship the earth.  So do we take good care of what God has 
entrusted to us, of course.  Do we participate in the divine and become part of 
the circle of life by going radical green, of course not.
" Let me give you a serious warning about worshipping creation.  In the 
context of Romans 1, God repeatedly says, he gives people who insist on 
worshipping creation up to a debased mind, to do things that ought not to be 
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done.  In Romans 1, worshipping the creation always leads to sexual sin.  
Worshipping creation will always lead to sex, nudity and worshiping a body, 
because the body is the pinnacle of Godʼs creation.  If you are a worshipper of 
the creation, rather than the creator, you will get caught in a web of sexual sins 
as you go after a body, the epitome of Godʼs creation.
 Worshipping what we have made.
" This is worshipping your career.  Nothing wrong with a career, but it is not 
to be worshipped.  Remember, you know what you are worshipping by looking at 
your daytime and checkbook to see what gets the glory and what gets sacrificed.  
Many people are willing to sacrifice their health, their Sabbath rest, their time in a 
small group and even their marriage and their children, all for the idol of work.
" Some people buy an old house to renovate it.  Nothing wrong with that but 
be careful.  It can become what we worship.  All of our money, all of our time, all 
of our energy going into making a little piece of heaven on earth.  Then we yell at 
the kids because they played in the front yard they messed up the perfectly 
straight mow lines.  Sacrifice your children on the altar of your prefect house.  
None of these things are inherently wrong, but they can become the object of our 
worship, especially if we consider what we are willing to sacrifice to get them.  
" Some people worship their car.  They have crazy payments so they can 
drive a fancy car.  They love their car more than their wife or their children 
because they sacrifice everything for the car.
" It is very easy to have the things God has made and the things we have 
made take the place of worship in our life and get the glory and sacrifice that 
belong to God alone.
How can I find my idols?
" I am going to give you a series of questions to help you surface the idols 
in your life.  We wonʼt hit all of these questions and there are more of them in the 
digging deeper section of your small group work sheet.
 Who or what are my external idols?
" When we think of external idols, we think of Hindu dolls and we are 
thankful we donʼt worship them because they are obvious idols.  Maybe a better 
way to look at it is to say, “Who or what makes the decisions that guide our life?”
" I had a friend with six kids and he didnʼt spend much time with his wife and 
children.  His job demanded he was on the road half of every month as a 
salesman.  While his wife was a trooper, she was seriously unhappy.  He had the 
cell phone with him all the time and the fax machine in the house because his job  
required it.  He made good money.  He was chasing the American dream.  His 
job was his God.    
" Jesus says, “Love your wife, raise your kids.”  You canʼt do that if you are 
gone two or more weeks a month.  The job was his glory.  It was what he was 
willing to sacrifice for.  I am thankful to say, he realized he was worshipping his 
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job.  He was sacrificing his wife and kids on the altar of financial success.  He 
began looking for another job and eventually found one.  It didnʼt pay as well but 
guess who was at every soccer game?
" Iʼm not saying we should throw in the towel when work gets demanding.  I 
know work is hard.  All I am saying is who calls the shots?  Jesus or your job?  Is 
Jesus or the job heaviest in your life?  What gets sacrificed?  For many of you 
high school students, between school and the sixteen things you involve yourself 
with, I have to ask you, who is calling the shots, friends and activities or Jesus?  
Maybe you need to back off a bit.
" You see in John 5 it says Jesus is the judge we need to seek approval 
from.  He is the one we will stand before and give an account of our life.  What 
sometimes happens is we think people are the ones we need approval from.  As 
long as my parents are happy, as long as my kids are happy, as long as I have 
straight Aʼs on my report card, as long as I get a varsity letter, that is what 
matters.
" No, the approval of Jesus is all that matters.  Seeking approval from 
anything else over Jesus is worshipping an idol.
 What do I plan and pray for?
" Some of you have a plan and you are praying for God to fulfill it, but you 
are mad at God because he keeps saying, “No.”  Maybe the reason he says, 
“No” is because you are asking for an idol to replace him with.  God is not going 
to give you your idol.  
" When I was a kid, I kept praying God would give me an exotic European 
sports car.  God kept saying, “No.”  Thank goodness he did.  What would have 
happened if God gave me a Porsche when I turned 16?
 What parts of the Bible do I doubt or disbelieve?
" I meet Christians all the time who doubt or disbelieve part of their Bible.  
They know what the Bible says, they just think they know better than God on the 
part they disagree with.  They donʼt come right out and say it, but when a 
particular topic comes up, they let you know it.  “Ladies, respect your husband.”  
Well, that is an old book.  It was written for a different time, a cave man, male 
dominated culture.  We have moved beyond that.  “Husbands, love your wife.”  I 
know what it says but it only says that because my wife wasnʼt around yet.  Trust 
me, sheʼs a real piece of work.  If God had seen her, he would have never written 
that.  
" Some of you would never outwardly say this but I know what your 
devotional time in like.  You read parts of your Bible with a black marker and 
cross out the parts you donʼt like, especially the parts in the Old Testament where 
God gets angry.  God needed his Prozac.  Thankfully by the time we get to the 
New Testament he gets his feelings under control.  
" The funny part is we live in this culture where everybody thinks we are so 
educated.  We are so smart so we can critique everything from the high and lofty 

© Dr. Kurt Trucksess - Doctrine - What do we believe? - www.Christ2Rculture.com - Page 102

http://www.kurttrucksess.com
http://www.kurttrucksess.com


perch of knowledge.  Because the Bible was written by primitive people and we 
are smart folks.  Friends, that is idolatry!  We are worshiping our mind, our 
thoughts, our culture, our opinion, our preferences, our degrees… not Jesus!

Who or what, if taken from my life, would cause me to not walk 
faithfully with God?

" “God, if she gets cancer, this is over with.”  “God, if one of my kids die.  I 
am done with you.”  “God, I have a great job and lots of money in my 401K.  If I 
get laid off and end up in poverty, I will never trust you again.”  “God, if I get sick, 
if my husband cheats on me, if my kids shame me, if my boss fires me, if my 
finances fail me.  I am walking out on you.  I am done praying to you.  I am 
worshipping you.  It is over with.”
" If that is the way it is, then all we are doing is using God.  Using him to get 
something else that is worth more to us than he is.  God, if you ruin my life, Iʼm 
warning you.  I will find a new religion.    
" I know we wouldnʼt say those things out loud but is it the truth?  I have 
thought about this.  I know it is hard.  What if I had to preach the funeral of my 
wife or one of my children.  Could I still say, “God, you are good?”  What if I was 
hit by a car and my brain was scrambled like eggs and my job was gone and my 
wife and children were reduced to poverty, could I still say, “God, you are good?”  
You see, it is tricky because when God is good to us, our heart starts to worship 
the goodness of what God has given to us, not the goodness of the giver.  When 
God takes away the good things from our life, it is tempting to turn on him.  If we 
do, it is because we were worshipping an idol instead of him.
 What is my functional heaven?
" This one is mind bending, but it is good.  I am not talking about the real 
eternal heaven right now but the one you have in your mind that you want to get 
before you die.  Usually, it is pictured on the cover of a travel brochure with the 
sun in the sky and clear blue waters on a beach.  That vacation would be an 
earthly heaven.  The problem is that when you get there you discover when you 
drink the water it makes it so you canʼt retain any liquids.  The hotel is filthy and 
who knows what is left in the room from the people before you.  Instead of the 
sun, it is cloudy and rainy every day of your vacation so you spend the entire 
time at the hotel pool.  Unfortunately, they put too much chlorine in the pool so it 
burns your eyes and dries your skin.  While you are trying to sleep poolside the 
drunk tourist with the runny nose and gaudy rainbow stripped swimsuit keeps 
talking to you about the nausea he has from the raw oysters he ate the night at 
the clam bar.  Isnʼt heaven great?  Canʼt wait to get there.
" So here is the question.  When daydreaming about escaping life, what 
does your functional heaven look like?  Where do you dream of going to get your 
little piece of earthly heaven?  For some of you, it is a vacation spot, for others of 
us, it is the refrigerator.  Laying in bed at night all stressed out with work so we 
canʼt sleep. We go to the refrigerator for a little taste of heaven. Just open the 
refrigerator door and the shekinah glory shines forth over the leftovers.
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" Next time you pick up the magazines in your mailbox, look at the picture 
on the cover, what is it?  It is a functional heaven picture.  They are dressed so 
quaint on the L.L. Bean magazine cover.  Buy these clothes and go to heaven.  
There is, “Iʼm so cool in school Hollister” heaven.  There is the catalog of 
organized home heaven.  How about the outdoor magazines?  There is hunting 
heaven where on every page you get a big buck.  There is fishing magazine 
heaven where everybody always gets the one that got away.  If you are getting 
married, there is bridal magazine heaven.  If you are getting divorced there is 
divorced magazine heaven.
" Each portrait on the magazine says, “Here is your heaven.  Buy the 
magazine.  Read the articles.  Worship the false gods, the functional saviors.  Do 
what this magazine says and you will live in heaven.”  Itʼs all an illusion.  The real 
heaven is not so much a place as it is a person, whose name is Jesus.  
" Remember in the eternal heaven, Jesus is the center of everything.  His 
radiance is the light of the planet.  If everything is perfect and whole when Jesus 
is the center of everything in literal heaven, why wouldnʼt it follow that for there to 
be joy and satisfaction in this life, it would begin by him being he center now?
" Is it wrong to go on a vacation?  No.  Is it wrong to buy a new car?  No  Is 
it wrong to keep your house clean and organized.  Of course not.  Just remember 
that what the ads tell us is a lie.  The ads tell us to buy a car, and if we do, we will 
have a piece of heaven because it has leather seats that are so soft they feel like 
sitting in melted butter, and the seat warmer is so amazing you could cook your 
breakfast on the passenger seat while driving to work.  If you just bought the car, 
you would have a piece of heaven.  
" You buy the car and discover the seat heater on the passenger side 
automatically goes off after ten minutes and the seats are never warm enough.  
Even though it is under warranty, there is an annoying clunking sound in the front 
left wheel that you keep bringing it back to the dealership but the mechanics canʼt 
find the problem.  The car is not heaven.  If youʼre not with Jesus, your not in 
heaven.  It is when Jesus is the center of things that we begin to experience a 
piece of heaven.
 What good thing has become a God thing?
" We tend worship good things.  We tend to worship things that we over 
elevate into a God thing.  Christians are notorious for doing this to their children. 
" Want to destroy your kids?  Worship them.  Everything you do is for their 
glory.  Make your child into a little god where everything you do is for them.  You 
will raise a spoiled, bratty, self-indulgent, kid.  Make your marriage, your life, your 
budget and the focus of your home be nothing but your children and, I guarantee, 
you will raise a little demon.  Our homes are to be Christ centered, not kid 
centered.  I know this seems subtle, but it is very important.  Many Christian 
parents get this wrong.
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How can I return to God fixated worship?
" Letʼs review again what we are talking about.  It just kills me when people 
want to stop drinking, stop smoking, stop losing their temper, stop lusting and 
they write 500 times on a piece of paper that they will not do those things any 
more.  Folks, the goal is not to stop doing those things.  Those are all things we 
worship.  We canʼt stop worshipping.  It is built into us.  Instead, start worshipping 
God, then you will stop doing those things.  If you just try and stop doing those 
things and not focus on worshipping God, in time, you will either go right back to 
them or substitute a new sin for them because we were created to worship. 
" Letʼs get real practical.  Some of us need to turn off the iPod, put down the 
iPhone, close the screen on our school issued laptops and get our Bibleʼs out.  
When we read the Bible and spend time in prayer, we will hear from God
1. Personal Renewal - Every day, time with Jesus through prayer and Bible 

reading so you can grow in your love relationship with God.  
2. Relational Renewal - Out of personal renewal comes relational renewal.  As 

God changes us, he will change the way we look at and love people.  If you 
are married, you will start to be gentler and more loving with your spouse and 
your kids.  It will extend to your co-workers and even all the way to your 
enemies.

3. Missional renewal - The more this works its way through our life, the more 
excited we will become about Jesus.  We will want other people to meet 
Jesus.  The mission of our life will become to tell people about Jesus.  He 
changed us and we want him to change others.  

" This whole things begins with personal renewal.  It begins by you seeking 
to worship Jesus rather than trying to worship the idols in your world..
" As I close, I will give a few moments of quite before I pray to give each of 
us an opportunity to confess the idols in our life to Jesus, to repent of them and 
to start worshipping God in our hearts today.
Prayer
God, thank you for the challenge of your word.  Even as I was studying this, I 
found myself convicted about the idols in my life.  Forgive me, I repent of them.  
God, I pray for us as a church.  Help us to see our idols and to repent of 
worshipping them.  We want to find our joy and satisfaction from the only place it 
comes, from worshipping you, the one we were created to worship.  Amen.
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Christian Living
Small Group Work Sheet

November 7, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker 
• Pastor Kurt talked about worshipping the God of our stomachs, did he go too 

far in this illustration? (After discussion, pass around the potato chips, sour 
cream and Doritos.) 

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• Kurt said, “God is a ceaseless worshipper.”  What does that mean about God 

and his hunger for worship?  
• Since we were created in the image of God, what role in our life will worship 

play?
• According to Romans 11:36-12:1, worship involves glory and sacrifice.  Looking 

at your calendar and checkbook, (I know this is hard) what is getting the glory 
and sacrifice?

• When it comes to the schedules of our children, what is our culture teaching 
them to worship?  As parents, what are we teaching them to worship by going 
along with the culture?  Is it possible to change?  

• Pastor Kurt talked about marriage problems, alcohol problems and sexual 
addictions being, at their root, worship problems.  Do you think this is right?  To 
what extent do you agree or disagree?  How were your thoughts changed 
about how to approach these issues in your life or the life of someone else?

• Pastor Kurt said that when we worship what God made, in place of God, it will 
always lead to worshipping a body, nudity and sexual perversions.  Do you 
agree or disagree?  Read Romans 1 and decide for yourself.

• Discuss the idol finder questions from the sermon.  There are more in the 
digging deeper section.

• Who or what are my external idols?
• What do I plan and pray for?
• What parts of the Bible do I doubt or disbelieve?
• Who or what, if taken from my life, would cause me to not walk faithfully with 

God?
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• What is my functional heaven?
• What good thing has become a God thing?

• What is an idol in your life that you repented of in the past or need to repent of 
now?

• What is your plan for personal renewal and why is it so important to Christian 
living?

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
More Questions to help you find your idols:
 Where do I give the first-fruits of my time and money?
" The Bible talks about first-fruits.  This is giving God the first and the best.  
Who gets your first money?  Is it God or someone or something else?  Right now, 
if I gave you $10,000 (Trust me, this is purely hypothetical, donʼt get your hopes 
up.) what is the first thing that comes to mind you would do with it?    When we 
say, “I would go get this, or I would go get that.” What comes to mind may be 
your idol?  
" Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, thatʼs where your heart is.”  If you 
want to know where your heart it, just follow your budget!  Itʼs not just how much 
we give but what do we give to first.  Some of us say, “I have all these financial 
obligations and if there is anything left, God gets that.”  As we both know, there is 
usually nothing left.  Like squeezing an empty tube of toothpaste, God gets just a 
dab.
" To whom do you give first of your money?  To whom do you give first of 
your time?  What do you give your brightest and most awake moments?  Does it 
go to reading the Scriptures?  Does it go to prayer?  Does it go to serving your 
wife, your husband, your children or other people God has put in your life?  Do 
those whom God has given you to love always get the last and the worst part of 
us?
 Who or what are your internal idols?
" I am not talking about the stuff that everybody sees but the stuff in your 
heart.  Some of us know what the Bible says, but we wonʼt believe it.  We know 
the Bible says God loves us.  We tell others God loves them but we donʼt believe 
God loves us.  We know the Bible says Jesus forgives all sins, We tell this to 
other people but we donʼt believe it is true for us.  We know the Bible says God is 
in control but every time something bad happens we freak out.  We know the 
Bible says God is in control but when weʼre not in control, we go out of control.
" Our view of God really matters.  It is not just what we teach that matters, 
but what we actually believe.  Only you know your heart.  Do you really believe 
Jesus is God?  Do you really believe God loves you?  Do you really believe 
Jesus has forgiven all of your sin?  Do you really believe God is in ultimate 
control of your life and no matter what happens, you can trust Him?  What is your 
internal idol?
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 Who or what mediates between you and God?
" 1 Timothy 2:5 says there is one mediator between God and men.  What 
can happen is in an act of idolatry, we use people or things to function as our 
mediator.  For some people, it is a certain worship style.  They canʼt worship God 
unless worship is a certain way.  You take away their song, you donʼt sing their 
songs their way with their instruments and they canʼt worship.  A certain song and 
a particular style of worship wonʼt bring you close to God, Jesus brings you close 
to God.
" Other people think if they hang out with the right person, they would be 
closer to God.  I remember seeing this in a large church I attended.  One of the 
pastors talked about his “spiritual director.”  The spiritual director was helping him 
get closer to God.  Thatʼs idolatry.  That is guru-ism.  If you get close to the guru, 
you will get close to God because the guru is closer to God than we are.  This 
reminds me of Luke Skywalker hanging out with Yoda.  Guru-ism doesnʼt get you 
closer to God, Jesus gets us closer to God.  Heʼs the only mediator.  It amazes 
me how many people get this wrong and import Eastern mystic philosophy into 
their worship of God.  Just hang with Jesus!
 What is the idol in the home?
" We tend to see the idols in other cultures much more clearly than our own.  
In Hindu homes, they bow down to statues and deities (in reality demons) and 
have little shrines to them.  We see this and it is clear to us they are worshiping 
idols.
" Walk into our homes and the chairs are all facing the TV.  Our God plugs 
in!  Of course, it isnʼt a sin to watch TV (there are more TVʼs in America than 
people, be careful, they could take us over!) but how many people sacrifice their 
family to worship the god that plugs in?  All the chairs face that god and if 
someone should talk while the god is speaking it is, “Shut up!  The game is on.  
God is playing.”  We ignore one another.  We donʼt connect with one another.  
We donʼt communicate with one another.  Why donʼt we do this?  Because the 
god that plugs in is on the throne and he is speaking.  We are paying homage to 
him.  He is the glory, the big heavy.  We give our time, energy and devotion in 
sacrifice to him.  He is the idol we worship.
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Christ’s Return
Sign Title:  Christ’s Return

November 14, 2010

" Good to see you this morning!  My name is Kurt and I am one of the 
pastors.  If you are new, I would like to welcome you.  This fall, we are in a series 
of studies called, “Doctrine - What do we believe?”  The purpose of these studies 
is to review the basics of our faith.  We are in the home stretch of the series.  
This week we are studying Christʼs Return.  Next week, we will finish things up as 
we talk about Response and Final Destiny.    
" Also to remind you that in a few weeks we will vote to adopt the new 
EFCA Statement of Faith.  You can find it on the home page of our web site and 
printed copies are available in the foyer.  When you read through it, you will 
notice I didnʼt teach through all of it but rather took the key phrase for each point 
and taught that.  So donʼt freak out if you realize I didnʼt preach a particular detail 
in the explanatory paragraphs, I purposely skipped stuff.
" That being said, we have a lot to cover this week because I am covering 
part of next weeks material this morning since next week will be our big Awana 
celebration and I want to keep our teaching time a little shorter than normal next 
week.
" By way of introduction, I want to ask if you have noticed something has 
gone terribly wrong.  Have you noticed the world is broken?  There is violence, 
abuse, poverty, sickness, disease, death, natural disasters, tyranny and evil.  
Despite years of works, trillions of dollars, countless wars to kill the bad guys, the 
best efforts of leaders, the collective wisdom of presidents, court justices and our 
representatives in the house and the senate, the world is still a mess.
" If we look in the mirror long enough, we all come to realize that even 
though we desperately want a solution to the problems around us, each one of 
us is contributing to the problem.  The problems in our world are so complex and 
deep rooted that eventually we realize our hopes for a perfect world will never be 
realized through our country or government.  The only way our problems will be 
fixed is if it comes from out of this world.  Our hope has to come from God.  He is 
the only one who can fix the world and usher in peace, kindness, mercy 
compassion, health and life.  The only king that can fix this planet is King Jesus.  
We are going to look at King Jesus this morning, but before we do, letʼs warm up 
our brain cells by dismissing some false views of the kingdom, false views of 
what happens to people after they die.
What are some false views of the afterlife?
" Universalism - This is the belief that when we die, everybody wins.  It 
doesnʼt matter what you did or who you are.  You can walk faithfully with Jesus 
for 90 years or you can be the uni-bomber.  It doesnʼt matter where you are on 
the continuum of morality because everybody goes to Heaven, nobody gets 
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stuffed into Hell.  Nobodyʼs gonna be punished.  Nobody is gonna suffer.  God 
gives everyone a gold star and we go to Heaven and sing the Hallelujah chorus 
for eternity.  Many people believe this.  You hear it all the time at funerals.  “I am 
thankful they are no longer suffering.  They have gone to a better place.”  Maybe 
their true suffering has only begun.  Maybe they didnʼt go to a better place, they 
went to a place of torment.  If you think about it, this view is pretty sick because it 
would mean that ethics, kindness, love, mercy, torture, and agony mean 
absolutely nothing in this world because no matter how you live, everybody wins 
in the end.
" Annihilationism - This view means that everybody just dies.  Either you 
die and you immediately cease to exist or you die, suffer for a while and then 
cease to exist.  Either way, there is no eternal punishment and, like a candle, we 
are snuffed out of existence.  In the end, nobody goes to hell, nobody suffers 
eternally.  Nobody is going to stand before a holy and righteous God and give an 
account.  Even though some great theologians like John Stott hold to this view, it 
is unbiblical.
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Daniel 12:2 (ESV)
Jesus says the same thing.
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life.” Matthew 25:46 (ESV)
" So the Old Testament and the New Testament are clear.  Everyone lives 
eternally.  Everyone will resurrect either as Godʼs friend or Godʼs foe.  Either you 
will be the object of his fully deserved wrath or his undeserved mercy through 
Christ, the king.  Nobody ceases to exist.
" Reincarnation - This is the view that when we die, we get recycled.  If we 
did a good job in this life, we recycle into a higher life.  If you did a bad job in this 
life, we recycle into a lower life.  Those who believe in reincarnation believe in 
Karma.  Karma is the belief that we are responsible for what happens to us in this 
life because all thoughts, actions, and intentions of our past life spill over into this 
one.  When people suffer, they simply need to learn to accept it because they 
deserve it from their past life.  
" This is a demonically warped, mentally sick, mentality because it says 
when you see people suffering, you donʼt help them. They are suffering for their 
past mistakes and if you to help them you only free them from punishment they 
deserve. 
" The Bible rules out reincarnation in Hebrews 9:27
...it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, Hebrews 
9:27 (ESV)
" Purgatory - This is another unbiblical view that is not found in the Bible.  It 
was created by the Catholic church several hundred years ago and is based on a 
misunderstanding of salvation.  Purgatory is the belief that we die and go to a 

© Dr. Kurt Trucksess - Doctrine - What do we believe? - www.Christ2Rculture.com - Page 110

http://www.kurttrucksess.com
http://www.kurttrucksess.com


place of punishment to suffer until our sins are purged.  The idea that we trust in 
Christ and still need to suffer for our sins is completely unbiblical. 
...But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself. Hebrews 9:26 (ESV)
" There is no intermediate purgatory.  There is no second chance.  We die 
once and then face judgment.  Christ either paid for our sins, once for all, or he 
didnʼt pay.
" Soul Sleep - My friends who are Seventh Day Adventists hold this 
position.  They believe Christians die and then their body and their soul take a 
really long nap until Jesus returns and body and soul resurrect.  In the mean 
time, they are just sleeping.  I have studied this a bit and it is a view that is based 
on a misunderstanding of 1 Corinthians 15:51 and a few other passages where 
sleep is used as a metaphor for death.  
" The Bible is clear that when we die, our bodies stay in the grave but the 
souls of Christians go to be with the Lord.
 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard 
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better. Philippians 1:21–23 (ESV)
" Paul doesnʼt say that when he dies, he takes a long nap.  Paul refutes 
soul sleep again in 2 Corinthians 5:8.
Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8 (ESV)
" Cartoon Death - Probably the most pervasive view of life after death is 
the cartoon version.  In that version, we all wear diapers, are given a harp, get 
pudgy and have a baby face so we can sit on cotton ball clouds and sing a really 
bad version of Kum-Ba-Yah.  If that is what heaven is like, I donʼt want to be 
there.  It makes Hell look quite appealing
What is the truth about the afterlife?
" Now that you have the wrong views, what does the Bible say is the right 
view?  What happens after we die?  By the way, I preached a sermon on this 
over the summer in our Heaven series called, One Minute After You Die.  You 
can get it off the Christ2RCulture web site.  This morning I will just give you the 
hi-lights version.
" The Bible says we are composed of two parts.  A material and an 
immaterial part.  We have a body and a soul or spirit.  We presently live as a 
unified body and soul.  When we die, our body goes in the grave and, if Christ is 
our king, our souls go to be with Christ in heaven.  There will be a day when 
Christ will return to earth and he will resurrect our bodies and reunite our souls to 
them.  The resurrected body will be great.  It will be filled with power, not 
weakness.  It will be indestructible.
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" If Christ is not our king, when we die our body goes in the grave and our 
soul doesnʼt go to Hell but it goes to the opening act for Hell, a place called 
Hades.  We see this in Luke 16.  One day, when Christ returns, he will resurrect 
the body and reunite the souls in Hades with an indestructible body.  They will be 
judged and cast into Hell proper where they will exist forever in torment.  Daniel 
12:2 summarizes it this way.
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Daniel 12:2 (ESV)
Jesus summarizes it this way.
“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father 
has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he 
has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do 
not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear 
his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, 
and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. John 5:25–29 
(ESV)
" Everybody will live forever.  Eventually everyone will get back their real 
resurrected body, except it will be physically indestructible.  Either we will live 
forever in eternal, conscious, torment in Hell for rejecting King Jesus, or we will 
live with Jesus as our king on the new heavens and earth where all the worship 
goes to Jesus.  
" But I am getting ahead of myself a bit.
Who is the King?
" I am about to do something I probably shouldnʼt.  As many of you know, 
we are getting ready for a Christmas series after this called Christmas from the 
book of Revelation.  I am going to let some of that study bleed into this morning.  
" Take your Bibles and turn to the book of Revelation.  We are going to hit 
some of the highlights of the book.  I want to start by telling you the book is 
similar to a drama that takes place on two stages.  One stage is planet earth, the 
other stage is Heaven.  Most of the weirdos, nut jobs and eschatamaniacs spend 
all their time talking about the scenes that take place on the stage of earth.  
These are the guys who have the charts and graphs and detailed predictions 
about when Jesus is coming back.  They are afraid to get a membership tag from 
the YMCA because they think it might be the mark of the beast.  They clean their 
guns a lot and have plenty of canned food in their basement.  This morning, I 
donʼt want to focus on the scenes on the earthly stage.  They are difficult to 
interpret.  I want to focus on a few of the scenes that take place on the heavenly 
stage. 
" The scenes on the heavenly stage are much easier to understand 
because they all focus on Jesus reigning and ruling in heaven and how Jesusʼ 
reign and rule extends over all creation.
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" In the heavenly scenes, the dominant image is Jesus on the throne.  The 
throne appears 45 times in the book of Revelation and in 17 of the 22 chapters.  
So the throne is the centerpiece of the heavenly scenes and Jesus is sitting on it.
" What proceeds from the throne?  All truth and all judgment?  What goes 
back to the throne?  All praise, glory and adoration.  Why does all this praise and 
glory go back to the throne?  Because of who Jesus is.  In the book of Revelation 
Jesus is called the King of Kings.  President Obama took office and said he was 
surprised at how much power he didnʼt have as the president.  Jesus is the other 
way around.  As the king of the kings, there is nothing he is lacking power to do.
" Revelation 1:1 - The book begins by saying, “The revelation of Jesus 
Christ…”  Just so you know, the book isnʼt primarily about the rapture, the mark 
of the beast or how to survive the end-times.  The book is primarily about Jesus 
Christ.    It is the revelation of Christ.  Revelation literally means unveiling.  While 
on earth, Jesus was the humble Galilean peasant who was spat on and crucified 
for our sins.  This book is about taking off the cloak of Christ and unveiling his 
true identity as king of kings and ruler over heaven and earth.  So who is the 
king?  Revelation tells us.  Jesus is the king of kings.
What is the sign of the kingdom?
" If there is a kingdom, you need two things for one to exist.  You need a 
king, and you need a jurisdiction, that is, something for him to reign over.  The 
kingdom of God is about Jesus our king establishing his rule and reign over all 
creation, defeating the human and angelic evil powers, bringing order to all, 
enacting justice, and being worshiped as Lord.  What is the sign of the kingdom?  
How do you know Jesusʼ kingdom is present?  The sign the kingdom is present is 
the worship of Jesus.  Jesus ruling and reigning.
 Revelation 4:10-11
the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and 
worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” 
Revelation 4:10–11 (ESV)
" The scene is in heaven and the twenty-four elders fall down in worship 
before Jesus on the throne.  Some people believe the number of elders 
mentioned here is based on the number of priestly families appointed to serve in 
the Temple.  Others say it is representative of the Old Testament and New 
Testament people of God combined together, the twelve tribes of Israel and the 
twelve apostles.  Letʼs not get lost in that discussion because it isnʼt a question 
God gave us an answer to.  What we do know is that elders are always the 
spiritual leaders or rulers over something.  We know these elders are ruling 
because they have a crown, which signifies they rule something.  These guys are 
some of the top dogs because there is only twenty-four and they are hanging out 
by the throne.  That is on the court seating.  Very pricey seats.  What do they do 
with their crowns, the symbol of their authority?  They cast it before Jesus.
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" So even though these guys are big shots, they are powerful ruling elders, 
they donʼt put their thumbs in their armpits and get all prideful and say, “look at 
me!”  They take their crowns off and give all the glory to Jesus.  Why do they do 
this?  The text tells us why?  Because Jesus created all things and it is only by 
Jesusʼ will they exist.  God could easily vaporize these these big shots in a 
moment just by changing his mind.  The only reason these big shots are leading 
anything is because it is a gift from God, so God getʼs all the glory.  Off with the 
crown, thumbs out of the arm pits, it is all for you Jesus.
" This is incredibly instructive for everyone who is a spiritual leader.  When 
you are a spiritual leader you are responsible for a group of people.  You are 
spiritually shepherding them.  Plenty of spiritual leaders in the Bible and in 
modern times get this wrong.  They get their thumbs stuck in their arm pits and 
they think it is about them and that the people they serve exist to serve them.  
That is stinking pride.  Makes them smell like a can of rotten tuna in front of God.  
The best job any spiritual leader can do for the people is to take off their little 
crown and cast it before Jesus and say, “Jesus, you are the one worthy to 
receive all glory and honor and power.  I only exist to focus the worship on you 
and not to try to use a net and catch some of it for myself.  The only reason I 
have this position is your grace, not my whit or humor or wisdom.”
" So the sign of the kingdom is the worship of Jesus and it begins with the 
spiritual leaders but it doesnʼt end there.
 Revelation 5:11-14
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and 
to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And 
the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
Revelation 5:11–14 (ESV)
" Whoʼs seated on the throne?  Jesus!  So the spiritual leaders go first and 
then the angels and the creatures of creation join in.  By the time the book is 
culminated, there will be billions of people around the throne giving worship to 
Jesus.  How many angels are echoing the eldersʼ worship.  Myriads.  This is an 
uncountable number.  The circle of worship to Jesus is expanding.  
" This is like one of the closing scenes of the Chronicles of Narnia when 
Aslan finally reigns over everything and everybody is submitted to his power and 
everybody is worshipping him.  The sign of the kingdom is the worship of the 
king.  The angels and every creature have joined the chorus.
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 Revelation 7:9-12
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their 
faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory 
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 
forever and ever! Amen.” Revelation 7:9–12 (ESV)
" Now we have a huge multitude around the throne worshipping Jesus.  
Who is this great multitude from every nation, people, tribe and language that 
worships Jesus?  These are the redeemed, Christians, who have Christ as their 
king and they love to worship him.  What are the redeemed singing about?  
Salvation.  Jesus on the throne, he is the one who saved them from hell eternally 
and hell on earth.  
" The angels even join in and what do they say?  “Amen!”  Amen simply 
means, “Yes, I agree.”  So the great multitude worships Jesus on his throne and 
the angels, like a good black choir say, “Umm, Umm… yes, we agree, worship 
Jesus.”  
" You get the idea that we have a pretty intense worship set going on here 
with a growing crowd of worshippers.
 Revelation 15:2-4
And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those 
who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, 
standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands. And they sing 
the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great 
and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your 
ways, O King of the nations! Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous 
acts have been revealed.” Revelation 15:2–4 (ESV)
" By the way, notice there is some very cool architecture in heaven.  
Definitely not your hospital type white walls with fluorescent lighting.  A sea of 
glass mingled with fire sounds like it was created by one of those funky pop 
artists.  As you study Revelation, you will learn heaven looks nothing like a 
church building.  It is beautiful.  It is startling visual brilliance, audio brilliance with 
the power of thunder.  It is a very creative, full of life place.  It better be, after all, 
itʼs Godʼs throne room.
" What I find a little funny here is that for a while I worked in a denomination 
that didnʼt like instruments in worship.  They thought it distracted from worship.  I 
think instruments add to worship.  Unfortunately, my friends who sing everything 
without an instrument will be forced to join the band if they are in this group 
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because Jesus gives them a harp.  If Jesus gives you an instrument and tells you 
to play, the only question to ask is, “What song he would like to hear?”
" The song Jesus has them play is the song of Moses.  The song of 
redemption.  Jesus is the one who saved them.  So everybody is around the 
throne praising Jesus.
 Revelation 19:1-5
After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our 
God, for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute 
who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of 
his servants.” Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes 
up forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell 
down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. 
Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you 
his servants, you who fear him, small and great.” Revelation 19:1–5 (ESV)
" Everything culminates with this rejoicing in Heaven.  He is the one who 
saved us.  All glory and power belong to him.  Praise God for who He is.  Praise 
God for what He has done.  His judgments are just.  He judged the great 
prostitute, which is false religion.  Everybody is praising Jesus.
" So Jesus is the King on the throne and the sign of his kingdom is his reign 
and rule.  Jesusʼ reign and rule is extending.  His rule is extending through his 
reigning in the hearts of men as he becomes the king of our lives.  So life after 
death, with Jesus, is a natural transition because when we die, we go home to be 
with our king.
" So from 2,000 years ago and twelves disciples, the reign of Christ has 
extended to several billion people who call Jesus their savior because they 
acknowledge him as king of the universe.  They have stepped off the the throne 
of their life and asked Jesus  to take his rightful seat there.
Beginning, Middle, Beginning
" Right after this scene, things begin to wrap up in Revelation, there is a 
great meal called, the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  Before we look at that, we 
need to understand how the Bible tells us the story of history will go.  Most of our 
western stories are told beginning, middle, end.  The Bible story is beginning, 
middle, beginning.
" You see, in Genesis, God created this creation.  In the end of Revelation, 
we find God recreates this into a new creation.  In the beginning, God had a 
garden.  In the end, God has a city with a garden in the center.    In the 
beginning, God had a tree of life and we were banished from it because of sin.  In 
the end, the tree of life reappears and we can take from it freely.  In the 
beginning, we ate a meal with Satan.  In the end, we eat a meal with Jesus.  The 
point is we sinned and sin infected and ruined everything.  Through the death, 
burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Satan is conquered and everything is 
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restored to Godʼs original intention and purpose, but it is vastly improved.  So 
improved that heaven and earth are united together and we live with God.  In the 
beginning Satan and sin could enter the world, in the end, Satan and sin are 
bound from it forever.  
" We were made to worship God, but rather than having Jesus as the 
center, we put ourselves in the center.  Rather than living for Him, we live for 
ourselves.  In the end, the kingdom of God is about everything being reordered 
with not ourselves as the center but Jesus as the center of everything.  In the 
beginning, we ate a meal with Satan, in the end, we eat a meal with Jesus.  That 
is Revelation 19:6.  
" History reaches its climax with the worship of Jesus and Jesus steps off 
his throne and the table is set and we eat a meal with him, as His friends.  Itʼs 
called the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  At that meal, the church is called the 
bride and Jesus is presented as a loving groom who passionately and lovingly, at 
great cost, pursued and won his bride, that is us.
" The Bible story is beginning, middle, beginning but the final beginning is 
better than the original beginning ever was.
" You and I have a wonderful opportunity to sit at that table with Jesus.  
Isaiah said that on that day there will be the choicest of meats and the finest of 
wines.  Jesus Christ has set the table for his friends.  The kingdom commences 
with the king throwing a party for us!
" There is something exciting said by a little known prophet called 
Zephaniah.  He says that on that day the Lord will rejoice over us with singing.  
Now, I canʼt prove this because exactly what, “that day” is referring to in 
Zephaniah is a little unclear to me, but that day, may be this day.  After weʼve 
worshipped, praised and celebrated Jesus with the multitudes, he sets the table 
and we are seated as his friends with all of our brothers and sisters in Christ from 
all of time and all of the nations and languages, and countries and cultures are 
seated with us.  I wonder if, at that moment, the prophecy of Zephaniah will be 
fulfilled and Jesus will stand and sing with gladness over us.  We will sit there 
absolutely overwhelmed at Jesus, and the beauty of heaven, and the love of 
Jesus, who died for us, freed us from the power of sin and he purchased our 
salvation by his blood.  
" If you thought life after death for a Christian was sitting on a cloud, 
strumming a harp, you are sadly mistaken.  
" Would you like to be part of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb?  Do you 
long for the day when Jesus will step down off his throne and sing his love song 
to you?  
" The Bible says it is the easiest thing and the hardest thing to do.  It is easy 
because it is simply trusting in Jesusʼ death on the cross to pay for your sin.  It is 
hard, because it is asking him to be king in your life.  It is stepping off the throne 
in your heart and saying, “My life isnʼt about me, It is to be lived for you.”  
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" Will we stumble and fall and boot Jesus off the throne of our heart and do 
our own thing?  Of course, but we repent, get down off the throne and ask the 
king who loves us to lead us again.
" As I close, would you invite king Jesus to be the king of your life?  Will you 
join me at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb?
Prayer
Jesus, thank you for being the author of salvation.  Thank you for forgiving all my 
sin for all of my life.  I repent of my sin, I ask your forgiveness and I ask your 
death on the cross to be the once for all payment for my sin.  This morning, I also 
step off the throne of my heart and as best I know how, I ask you to be the king of 
my life.  From this day forward, I ask you to lead and guide my life.  Help me to 
follow you.  Amen.

Next week we finish the series.  We will finish our overview of Revelation as we 
learn what happens when the king of king returns.  We will learn about the final 
judgment we all will face.  We will  explore the final state of either eternal 
conscious punishment in Hell or eternal conscious life in Heaven on earth.  
" As we go, let me pray for us.
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Christʼs Return
Small Group Work Sheet

November 14, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker 
• What false view of the afterlife have you seen the most of?  Which one do most 

people believe?
• Universalism
• Annihilationism
• Reincarnation
• Purgatory
• Soul Sleep
• Cartoon Death

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• Discuss what will happen after you die.  Access either the One Minute After You 

Die sermon from the www.christ2Rculture.com web site and/or use your 
sermon notes.  What was new to you?  What did you find most comforting?  
What did you find most challenging and why? Did you know that everybody 
gets a resurrected indestructible body?

• What is the kingdom of God?  What is Jesusʼ role in it? 
• What does Revelation 4:10-11 teach us about the role of a spiritual leader?  

What is a particularly lethal danger a spiritual leader can fall to? 
• Revelation 5:11-14 talks about myriads of angels and created creatures 

worshipping Jesus verbally.  Is that a new thought for you?  How does that 
change your view of creation? 

• What does Amen mean?  BONUS: What does Hallelujah mean?  (answer on the last 
page)

• Gleaning from the book of Revelation, describe what you think the throne room 
of heaven looks like and sounds like.  How could we change their architecture, 
color and worship to provide a better taste of heaven?

• What does it mean to say the Bible is a beginning, middle, beginning book?  
What is different between the first and second beginning?
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• Why do you think Jesus begins everything with a meal and a party called, The 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb?  Luke 14:12-24 and Matthew 22:1-14 also talk 
about this feast.  What additional insights do they give us about it?  Luke 
22:14-23 (especially 22:16) talks about the last time Jesus ate this meal.  What 
does this tell us about the meal featured in Revelation 19?

• Do you think Zephaniah 3:16-17 and Jesus singing over us will be fulfilled at 
The Marriage Supper of the Lamb?

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
The kingdom of God - already but not yet
The kingdom is both a journey and a destination, both a rescue operation in this 
broken world and a perfect outcome in the new earth to come.  It is already 
started but not finished.  This is important to understand.
When the already-ness of the kingdom is overly stressed, the result is an over-
realized eschatology.  The presence and power of sin are not fully accounted for 
and there is the naive belief we should always have health and wealth.  Jesus 
should always make life better, get us out of debt and provide the American 
dream.  It results in a “Come to Christ and your problems will be solved” 
presentation of Jesus.  This is the approach of Joel Olstein and many other 
televangelists.  It draws a crowd, and like every good lie, has an element of truth 
to it.  It is just over extended beyond what we can expect in this life.
Conversely, when the not-yet-ness of the kingdom is overly stressed, the result is 
an under realized eschatology that results in a strictly cerebral faith which doesnʼt 
intersect with real life.  Rather than expecting God to interact personally in our 
lives and providing for us either providentially or supernaturally, we put God in 
our little Sunday box and live life just like our neighbors, not expecting God to 
show up in miraculous ways.  Sin appears to be just as powerful as Christ and 
we have little hope for overcoming sinful patterns of behavior.  Evangelism is 
without enthusiasm because we donʼt anticipate God working supernaturally in a 
heart to bring spiritual understanding.  A feeling of helpless fatalism sets in.  The 
Bible is seen as a nice collection of miraculous stories but there is no expectation 
for God to work in our lives today.
Which of these two extremes do you find yourself leaning towards?  The kingdom 
is already-here or the kingdom is not-yet-here?  What does a healthy view look 
like?
Jesusʻ kingdom is not a new teaching but just a continuation of the themes of the 
Old Testament.  
• Jesusʼs message is not that he was a good man to follow.  His ethics and life 

are something we can not imitate apart from the supernatural power of the Holy 
Spirit living within us.

• Jesusʻ message is much more than how to go to heaven when we die.
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• Jesusʼs kingdom message is much more than how we can have a personal 
relationship with God.

The rule of Jesusʻ kingdom is much more than just in our hearts.  It is intended to 
be over all creation.  Jesusʼ kingdom will extend over every physical and spiritual 
aspect of creation.  Jesus will rule, even in Hell, where Satan will be tormented 
by Him.    
The real enemy Jesus conquered was not political, or physical but Satan and the 
spiritual forces of darkness behind all evil and destruction in the world.  Jesusʼ 
mission is to create a new redeemed people which he did it by purchasing them 
with His blood.
When Will Jesus Return

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For 
you do not know when the time will come. Mark 13:32–33 (ESV)

Nobody knows the day or the hour of Christʼs return.  As a result, we must live 
expectantly and ready for Christ to return at any moment.  Many people wait till 
later in life to deal with spiritual issues.  They want to have fun while they are 
young.  The Bible warns about the danger of putting off spiritual issues or issues 
of repentance.

© Dr. Kurt Trucksess - Doctrine - What do we believe? - www.Christ2Rculture.com - Page 121

http://www.kurttrucksess.com
http://www.kurttrucksess.com


Response and Eternal Destiny
Sign Title:  Response and Eternal Destiny

November 21, 2010

" Good to see you this morning!  My name is Kurt and I am one of the 
pastors.  If you are new, I would like to welcome you.  This fall, we are in a series 
of studies called, “Doctrine - What do we believe?”  The purpose of these studies 
is to review the basics of our faith.  This morning, we complete the series.  I donʼt 
have a lot of time today and there is a lot of information to talk about in this final 
message.  I am telling you up front that I probably will not finish this message.  If I 
donʼt finish the message, I am giving you homework.  This sermon is publicly 
available on my web site right now.  Print the manuscript.  Read the rest of the 
message before small group this week.  I love you and as your pastor,I want you 
to know that much of the material at the end of this sermon is very important for 
your life with Christ.  It was never taught to me when I was growing up and I wish 
it was.  It would have made a difference.  So read and pray through the material 
we donʼt cover today.  I donʼt want you to miss it.
" Last week, we did a crazy thing.  We dove into the book of Revelation.  
Like a pebble skipping across a pond, we hopped and skipped our way through 
the book looking at some of the scenes that take place in heaven.  We made it to 
Revelation 19 and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. That supper will be an 
excellent BBQ we donʼt want to miss.  That is the time when, quite possibly, 
Jesus steps off his throne and sings of his love for us, like a groom sings of his 
love to his bride on their wedding day.  Unfortunately, we had to tie it off there last 
week.  I was already way over time and if I went longer you would have put me in 
the pastoral penalty box.
" So even though last week was on Christʼs return, since we were following 
the theme of the expanding kingdom of Christ in Revelation, we got right to the 
edge of Christʼs return, then didnʼt talk about it.  This morning we are picking it up 
in Revelation 19 where Christ returns and we will finish the rest of Revelation 
from there.
Revelation 19 - Christ will return!
" I need to start by telling you that our picture of Christ is too small.  We 
often think of him as a humble, Galilean peasant wearing a man dress, having 
photo perfect hair and looking like he could pose for a menʼs magazine.  Even if 
you have a more realistic picture of Jesus than that, chances are, your mental 
picture of Jesus is far too small.  Look at how Isaiah describes Jesus before he 
came to earth.
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and 
exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each 
with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: 
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“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” Isaiah 
6:1–3 (NIV)
" In John 12:41, John says that Isaiah saw Jesus!  So if we think about 
Jesus and we think of some kind of zen philosopher, or a geeked-out college 
professor who gives pithy sayings and therapy sessions, we have a very skewed 
picture of Jesus.  According to Philippians 2, after rising from the grave, Jesus 
ascended to the father and was given a name that is above every name.  Some 
theologians call this the Super Exaltation.  Jesus ascended back to where he 
was before the incarnation and was even more highly exalted.  Now Christ is 
God, he is king.  He is reigning and ruling over history and over all creation.  He 
is the center piece of the Bible.  He is the focal point of history.  He is the object 
of all devotion and glory.  When it comes to seeing Jesus as he is now, 
Revelation 19 gives us a great snapshot, of the reigning and ruling Jesus.  Lets 
turn to Revelation 19 and read some Bible.
I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider 
is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are 
like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on 
him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, 
riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his 
mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule 
them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: king of 
kings and lord of lords. Revelation 19:11–16 (NIV)
" It says, then I saw heaven opened.  John gets a snapshot of the stage of 
heaven.  What does he see?  A white horse and someone riding on it called 
Faithful and True.  How many of you grew up watching Westerns?  You know the 
good guy always rides the white horse.  It is biblical.  The rider who is on the 
horse is the king of kings and lord of lords; it is Jesus.  Why is he riding the 
horse?  To judge and to make war.  The humble Galilean peasant thing was a 
one time deal.  Jesus humbled himself to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.  No more humbling himself to pay for sin.  Now he is reigning, ruling and 
coming to execute judgement.  His eyes are like blazing fire and on his head are 
many crowns.  If Jesus stares you down, one look into his eyes and you know 
you are toast.  Very intense look.  Jesus is not somebody you mess around with.  
Most kings have one crown.  Jesus is stacking them up like poker chips on his 
head because he has all the crowns.   He is the king of kings.  How is he 
dressed?  He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood.  That is some curious 
decoration on the fringe.  Donʼt know exactly whose blood it is but he obviously is 
prepared and ready for battle.  It looks pretty impressive.
" Some of you think Jesus is no big deal.  He is just one of many Gods.  
Smell the coffee.  Youʼre going to stand before him and his eyes are like flames 
of fire, his robe is dipped in blood and the armies of heaven are following him.  
Do you plan to stick your nose in the air and say, “Na, Na, Na, Na, you canʼt get 
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me?”  I donʼt think so.  This picture should produce some fear, some reverence.  
This is the, donʼt mess with Jesus picture.  He is packing some serious heat and 
he has a posse called the armies of heaven.  When you show up for a battle and 
one team is wearing all white, you know they are fairly confident of the way 
things will go.  This is what we have here.  The outcome is very predictable when 
one side is wearing white.
" Jesus has a sword coming from his mouth.  This is pretty cool.  All the 
young boys in Awana are pumped about this.  They want to go home and whack 
their big brothers with a sword and say Jesus is their hero.
" This morning we are studying the written word of God that Hebrews says 
is sharper than any two edged sword.  Jesus is the incarnated word of God.  
When he speaks, that is the only weapon he needs.  His words are that powerful.  
We used to say, “When EF Hutton speaks, people listen.”  The point here is, 
“When Jesus speaks things happen.” 
" For those of you who are into tattoos, here is your verse.  On his robe and 
on his thigh he has a label so there is no question about his identity, “King of 
kings and Lord of Lords.”  Jesus has proper labeling, no truth in advertising 
problems here.
" This part of Revelation 19 tells us a day is coming when Jesus will be so 
sick of sin that he is done offering chances for forgiveness and opportunities for 
repentance.  He is going to hop on his white horse, come back and put an end to 
all of this and usher in a new kingdom.  He will use the sword of his mouth to 
strike down nations and rule them with a rod of iron.  He will tread out the fury of 
Godʼs wrath.   
" What should we think of this?  This text is telling us to figure out what team 
we are on because when Christ returns, he is done with patience and 
opportunities for repentance.  He is coming back and bringing down the heavy.  
Letʼs read some more Bible.
And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds 
flying in midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God, so that you 
may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, 
and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great.” Then I saw the beast 
and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war 
against the rider on the horse and his army. But the beast was captured, and with 
him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. 
With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast 
and worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur. The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the 
mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their 
flesh. Revelation 19:17–21 (NIV)
" This reminds me of what it was like going to high school when there was 
an after school fight.  Maybe one of the guys from the football team was irritated 
by a druggie who made a move on his girlfriend.  The news spread like wild fire 

© Dr. Kurt Trucksess - Doctrine - What do we believe? - www.Christ2Rculture.com - Page 124

http://www.kurttrucksess.com
http://www.kurttrucksess.com


in the school because everybody wanted to see the slaughter at the bike racks.  
Here an angel calls to the birds of the air to get ready for the slaughter of God.  
Satan, the beast and the false prophet, the demonic trinity, have unified the 
nations and galvanized the unrepentant against Christ and the armies of heaven.  
As you might suspect, when you are fighting against a guy with eyes of fire and a 
sword coming from his mouth, I donʼt care how much Brazilian Jujitsu you know, 
it will not go well.  
" The beast and the false prophet are captured and hurled like a major 
league fast ball into hell and everybody else on their team gets slaughtered by 
the sword that comes from the mouth of Jesus.  The birds feast on the flesh.  The 
armies of heaven donʼt even break a sweat.  What is the big idea?  Donʼt mess 
with Jesus.  He is coming back and all he has to do is say, “Game Over” and it is 
done.
" Folks, Jesus is coming back.  I donʼt care how powerful a nation is.  I donʼt 
care how many nuclear weapons they pack in their pockets or who their leader is 
or how many are in the army.  They are totally out gunned by Jesus and all it 
takes is a word from Jesusʼ mouth to finish it.  That is all it takes.  In this world, 
there are plenty of things that will crush us.  The government may some day 
persecute us.  Even today, some people die for their faith.  I know it is scary to 
think what it might be like to stand against the power of an entire nation, but 
nations and governments arenʼt in charge.  Jesus is.  He is the game over guy.   
He is coming back to set things straight.  Choose your team now that you know 
the truth.    
Revelation 20 - One last chance
" After Jesus cleans up the bad guys and stretches his kingdom beyond 
heaven to earth, things go well, for a while.  This period is called the Millennial 
kingdom.  I will not dive too deeply into this because we talked about it this 
summer; let me summarize.  After the beast, the false prophet and everyone that 
is in rebellion against Jesus is mopped up, Satan, the source of all rebellion, is 
cast into the pit for a thousand years.  
" Jesus gets things going like they should be on planet earth while Satan is 
in reform school for a thousand years.  This is Jesus being patient.  It is Jesus 
giving Satan one last chance to repent.  But, like the hardened criminal he is, as 
soon as he is out of reform school, he immediately sets out to kill Jesus and the 
redeemed.  We are talking total satanic amnesia about what happened the last 
time he tried to crush Jesus.  
" Some of us are tender hearted.  We donʼt like the idea of God judging.  
We donʼt like the idea of God punishing.  We donʼt like the idea of God sending 
people to hell and God no longer extending his patience.  Let me tell you, if 
someone was devoted to destroying you and your family and no matter what you 
did, no matter how long you waited, no matter how hard you tried or how many 
times you gave them an opportunity to repent; wouldnʼt you eventually get to the 
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end of your rope?  If they were committed to destroying you, and they never 
repented, eventually justice would require you take them out of the picture.   
" We live in the corn fields of Iowa.  In this part of the country a major crime 
is a farmer combining in the wrong field.  In the city, where I came from, the 
sinfulness of people was more apparent.  In the city you have plenty of drug 
dealers, thieves, murderers, perverts, rapists and drug lords.  If you donʼt lock 
them up and take them out of the picture, things get pretty ugly around town.  If 
you commit the same crime three times, it is the three strike law.  They lock you 
up and throw away the key.
" This is what happens here.  As soon as Satan gets a chance, he is off to 
kill and destroy Jesus and his children as fast as he can.  Jesus was patient with 
Satan many times but this is the end of the rope.  It is game over for the last time.  
Satan and his armies gather around the camp of the saints to destroy them and it 
is a repeat performance.  There is not even a fight.  Fire comes from heaven to 
destroy all opposition. The devil is finally cast into the lake of fire where he is 
tormented forever.
" What happens next?  There is judgment for Christians and judgment for 
those who do not know Christ.  There is Hell and the New Creation.
What judgment awaits Christians?
" Christians will not be judged at the end of this life in the same way non-
Christians will be.  The Bible teaches this many times.
“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 
John 5:24 (NIV)
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
Romans 8:1 (NIV)
" Simply put, because of Christ, all of our sins are forgiven.  We are 
members of Godʼs family now and forever.  Nevertheless, that does not mean our 
life will escape review.  This life, and what we do and do not do with it, greatly 
matter!  God has given each of us time, talents and treasures we are to use for 
the growth of his kingdom.  We will be evaluated based on what we have done 
with them.
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or 
bad. 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NIV)
" Matthew 25 tells us parables about the kingdom and how we are to live 
now to have the best outcome for eternity.  For example, in the parable of the 
talents, one man is given ten, another five and another one.  A talent is a large 
sum of money.  The amount of talents the men were given was based on their 
ability.  They were to make a return on the investment made in them.  The men 
who were given ten and five talents doubled the investment and when the master 
returned they were put in charge of ten and five cities.  The last guy buried his 

© Dr. Kurt Trucksess - Doctrine - What do we believe? - www.Christ2Rculture.com - Page 126

http://www.kurttrucksess.com
http://www.kurttrucksess.com


talent and refused to use it.  He didnʼt even put in on deposit at the bank to gain 
interest.  When the master returned, the master was seriously disappointed so 
this servant suffered loss.  The point of the story is that God has entrusted each 
of us with time, talent, health and resources that we are to use for the kingdom.  
We will be evaluated at the judgment seat of Christ based on what we have done 
with the strength and resources God gives us. 
" Positively, this is intended by God to be a time of great reward for us.  God 
loves us like we love our kids.  Just as we love to reward our kids for their good 
grades and right choices, God canʼt wait to reward us on that day.  We need to 
think of this in a positive way. 
" Negatively, there will be Christians who are grieved at the judgment seat 
of Christ.   Not because they are not in heaven, but because of the lack of reward 
they are given because of how they lived.
his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each manʼs work. If what he 
has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; 
he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. 1 
Corinthians 3:13–15 (NIV)
" The Bible is clear, while our sins are totally forgiven through Christ, and 
we will be in heaven only because of the forgiveness that is ours through Christ, 
there are still eternal consequences for our good and evil choices as Christians.
" I know the idea of eternal rewards offends many people.  We think 
everyone should get a gold star on the wall chart and a free dessert in heaven.  
But to do so would be unjust.  It would encourage Christians to waste their lives 
and sacrifice nothing for Christ.  Remember, every sacrifice we make for Christ is 
rewarded by Christ in eternity with a reward that far outweighs any earthly thing 
we sacrifice.
" If, some day, Christ puts you in a position where he calls you to die as a 
martyr for Christ, you must remember that the earthly loss of your life as a martyr 
for Christ is nothing when compared to the eternal reward you will eternally gain.  
It will make martyrdom look like a small sacrifice for such a great eternal reward.   
" Let me explain this again for those of you who are new to this concept.
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we 
are Godʼs workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8–10 (NIV)
" Notice how Paul explains this.  We are saved by Jesus Christ.  There is 
nothing we can do to save ourselves.  We simply throw our hands up and place 
our trust in Christ.  But in that moment, when Jesus becomes our king, we 
became his workmanship to serve him.  He has prepared good works, for us to 
do.  So we are saved by grace but our works are the basis for the rewards we will 
receive at the judgment seat of Christ.
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Revelation 20 - What judgment awaits non-Christians?
" After the final defeat of Satan in the first half of Revelation 20, the second 
half talks about the Great White Throne judgment.  There is some theological 
disagreement about when the judgment of rewards for Christians will take place.  
It could be at this time or before the millennium.  Either way, the Bible is clear that 
the basis for all judgment is our deeds.
God “will give to each person according to what he has done.” Romans 2:6 (NIV)
" Those who refuse the offer of forgiveness through Christ have the double 
penalty of Godʼs wrath on them.  They have the wrath of God for their sin and the 
wrath of God for rejecting Christʼs sacrifice for our sin.
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not 
see life, for Godʼs wrath remains on him.”John 3:36 (NIV)"

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of Godʼs one and 
only Son. John 3:18 (NIV)
" Now one thing we talked about this summer that was a shocker to many of 
you is the justice of hell.  Just as there are degrees of reward in heaven, there 
are degrees of punishment in hell.  Since this is a new concept for many of us, let 
me show you some Scriptural support for this.
" In Matthew 11:21-24, Jesus told the people of Capernaum it would be 
worse for them on the day of judgment than for Sodom because Sodom hadnʼt 
seen and rejected Christʼs miracles.  There is punishment on the day of judgment 
that will be worse for some than others.
" In Luke 12:47-48, Jesus says those who know the right thing to do and 
intentionally choose to sin will be punished more severely than those who do not 
know the right thing and inadvertently sin.  The consequences at the judgment 
seat of Christ for intentional sin is more severe than the consequences for 
unintentional sin.
" Jesus said this to Pilot when handed over to him for judgment.
Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you 
from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater 
sin.” John 19:11 (NIV)
" Of course, my favorite is Revelation 20:12
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. Revelation 
20:12 (NIV)
" If hell was the same for everyone, why would they need to be judged by 
what they had done?  So did OJ Simpson commit murder?  Did the glove fit or 
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did it not?  Did he get away with murder?  If he did commit the murder, he didnʼt 
get away with it.  Unless, by Godʼs grace he comes to Christ, justice will be 
served when he stands before Christ and he is justly recompensed for his sin in 
hell for eternity.  On the other side of things, when you see someone who takes 
their retirement years to serve as a missionary in a foreign land, donʼt crinkle up 
your nose and wonder how they can survive without golf and Sunday afternoon 
football.  Everyone will be amply rewarded for their service to Jesus in a way that 
far outweighs any earthly sacrifices they make.
Revelation 21 - What does the Bible teach about heaven?
" As we learned last week, when a Christian dies, to be absent from the 
body is for them to be present with the Lord.  But contrary to popular belief, we 
do not spend eternity out of our bodies floating off in space apart from Godʼs 
physical creation.
" According to 1 Thessalonians 4:14, when Christ returns, Christians who 
have died, will return with him.  Picking back up in Revelation 21, God will 
recreate/renew this creation.  The New Jerusalem, will come down from heaven 
to earth and be the capital city of the new creation.  Heaven and earth will be 
combined as one.  The dwelling place of God will be with man forever.  We will 
have our indestructible resurrection bodies and we will live forever in joy, peace, 
worship and service to the lord of lords and king of kings, Jesus.  
" What will this new creation that combines heaven and earth be like?  
Remember what we learned last week about the story line of the Bible.  It is a 
beginning, middle, beginning story line.  The new creation will be similar to this 
creation but vastly improved and completely free from sin.  Things will work 
flawlessly because Jesus is fully in charge.  Satan, all rebellion and all the rebels 
that follow him will be in eternal torment to the glory of God bound from the new 
creation never to taint it again.
What does the Bible teach about hell?
" Amazingly, about 13 percent of Jesusʼ words were about hell and 
judgment.  The Bible doesnʼt give us as detailed a description of hell as it does 
heaven, but the descriptions of hell and the fate of its inhabitants are still graphic.  
Many times it is described as fire; touch the stove this week and think of hell.  It is 
described as darkness; not a place where you regroup to party with your friends.  
It is described as a place of punishment, exclusion from Godʼs presence, a place 
of restlessness and a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth.  In short, it is not 
the place you want to visit either eternally or for a vacation, no matter how cold it 
gets this winter in Iowa.
" There is a long history of discussion in Christianity about how literal to 
take these descriptions of hell.  Evangelicals usually follow John Calvin in seeing 
them as metaphors trying to describe indescribable punishment because the 
hideousness of hell is beyond description.  So while I like Gary Larson and the 
Far-Side cartoons, hell looks much worse than anything he depicts.
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" Maybe the best description of hell is the way Jesus frequently described it 
when he analogized it to Gehenna.  Gehenna was a place outside the city of 
Jerusalem where horrible religious practices took place.  Children were sacrificed 
at Gehenna to pagan gods.  Sex and orgies of every kind took place there. The 
place developed a reputation as the part of town nobody wanted to go to.  
Because Gehenna was so disgusting, people eventually turned it into a garbage 
dump.  It was the place people threw fecal matter, their garbage, even dead 
bodies of humans and animals were tossed in.  The worms would eat everything 
and there was a continual fire burning as things decomposed.  People would look 
out of Jerusalem and see the smoke of the burning by day and the glow of the 
fire by night.  Occasionally, the wind would change direction, and everyone would 
grab a cloth to cover their mouth and try to keep from hurling because of the 
smell.  That is what Jesus said hell is like.  For the people in that day, Gehenna 
was the most disgusting place they could conceive of and that is how Jesus 
described it.  Welcome to eternity in your new home.
" An erroneous mistake many people make about hell is they think Satan 
rules there.  This week, in my research, I found where that idea came from.  It 
has its origins from a book from the Puritan era called Paradise Lost by John 
Milton where he said Satan ruled in hell.  Got to break the news to you.  Satan is 
not in charge of hell.  Satan is eternally tormented in hell.  Guess who is in 
charge?  Jesus.  As we saw earlier, Jesus is just as much in charge of judgment 
and punishment in hell as he is in charge of glory and worship in heaven. 
Conclusion
" Last week we saw the ever expanding kingdom of Christ in the book of 
Revelation.  This week we saw how that kingdom expands beyond heaven, 
Christ will return to earth, set things straight, rescue those who trust in him and 
restore everything to the way it was intended to be, only better.  
" Right now, it may not feel like Jesus is in charge of your life.  It may feel 
like Satan is able to celebrate victories in your marriage, in your finances and 
with your children.  No matter how bad things look on earth, one of the purposes 
of the book of Revelation is to tell us the truth about the way things are in heaven 
and how history will unfold.  Jesus is the king of kings and lord of lords.  All he 
has to do is get on his white horse and open his mouth to execute justice, bring 
judgment and establish his kingdom.  One day, he will.  The reason he hasnʼt 
done that yet is, he is patient.  He is giving people an opportunity to repent.  
" On the day Jesus returns, all that will matter is whose side you are on,  the 
devilʼs or the Lordʼs.  When Christ returns he will either hand out the punishment 
that will fit the crime of our lives or if we are forgiven through Christ, he will hand 
out the rewards for how pleased he is in our service to him.  Ultimately everyone 
is either brought into the presence of Jesus or banned from his presence forever.  
Ultimately, everyone will bow the knee to Jesus.  Either because they want to in 
heaven or because they have to in hell.  Make your choice, choose your side.  
Suffer well if he puts that in your life.  Serve well with the strength he provides.  
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You know how the story of this planet ends.  Look forward to your reward.  Letʼs 
pray.
Jesus, thank you for being on the throne.  Thank you for reigning and ruling.  In 
the middle of our busy lives, we often miss the big picture of who you are and the 
position you have.  Thank you for not returning yet.  Thank you for being patient 
with us and bringing us to see our sin and giving us the opportunity to repent and 
bow our knee in worship.  When life is tough, we thank you that we know how the 
story of this planet ends.  Thank you Jesus for being the lord of lords and the 
king of kings who will return, who will enact justice, who will bring about 
righteousness and who, through your grace, will bring us to reign and rule with 
you over the new creation in the end.  Amen
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Response and Eternal Destiny
Small Group Work Sheet

November 21, 2010

Part 1 - Ice Breaker 
• How has this overview of Revelation changed the way you think about 

Christ?  About the book of Revelation?
• Imagine the moment Christ comes back.  What do you want to be found 

doing?
If you were in the first service, Pastor Kurt probably didnʼt finish the sermon.  Go 
to www.christ2Rculture.com and print out the sermon.  Learn what you missed!

Part 2 - Review the sermon
• If you were a persecuted Christian in the first century, how would the book of 

Revelation help you?
• How does it make you feel to hear that our final judgement will be based on our 

works?  Does it frighten you?  Excite you?
• How does all judgment being based on works make you feel?  Knowing this, 

what choices would you have made differently when you were younger?  What 
choices will you make differently now?

• How has your view of death and the afterlife been challenged by this message?
• What have you learned about Godʼs kingdom through these last two weeks?
• What about eternity and the reign of Christ most excites you?  Is there 

something you are not looking forward to?
• How has God changed you through this “Doctrine” series?

Part 3 - Digg deeper ...get the rest of the story.
What are some objections to hell?
! How can God send people to hell, that makes him cruel?
" Hell is self-selected.  Jesus welcomes everyone from every nation, 
language and culture to be forgiven.  He is willing to embrace and forgive even 
the worst of people.  If you are pro-choice, hell is your place!  You get to choose 
to go there.  The only people who donʼt get what they want are Christians.  God 
intervenes, grabs them, causes them to see their sin, gives them the ability to 
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see the identity of Jesus, God renews their minds so they choose to repent and 
trust Christ.  As a Christian, you know deep down in your heart that you didnʼt get 
what you deserved!  You know you didnʼt choose God but it was only because he 
chose you first that you could see and choose him.  As I said, the pro-choice 
people love hell.  They get to choose what they want and nobody interferes with 
their life or tells them what to do with their body.  When they choose hell, nobody 
stops them.
" So God isnʼt cruel, he is very kind.  He lets people have their choice.  They 
choose not to worship, not to change, not to repent.  They get to choose hell if 
they want to.  God is even kinder when he grabs us and causes us to see our 
sin, to see Christ as he is and draw us to him so we repent.  God is not cruel.  
We are just evil.  We are no different from Satan.  
! Hell is mean.
" In once sense, that is exactly right.  Hell is for mean people who donʼt like 
the love of God.  But look at what Jesus did on the cross.  He suffered for 
ungodly mean people, his enemies.  A God who chose to suffer and die for mean 
people is not mean!  
! I think everyone should go to heaven.
" Letʼs think about this.  Who wants the pedophiles in heaven?  Who wants 
the murderers in heaven?  Who wants the jewel thieves in heaven trying to steal 
the rocks from the walls?  In this life, we have prisons that force people to stop 
their sinful behavior.  Do you want people in heaven without a changed heart and 
a changed life?  That sounds like you want hell instead of heaven.  Imagine what 
it would be like on earth if we never died and people could sin all they wanted 
forever.  Imagine what it would be like if those people were in heaven.  It would 
ruin the place.
" It would also ruin them.  This week, ask your pagan, swearing, beer 
drinking, cross-eyed, neighbor if he wants to go to heaven, live eternally 
worshipping Jesus and singing praise songs to him.  My guess is your neighbor 
will turn down the offer.  If you donʼt love Jesus, you will hate hanging out with 
Jesus.
" Do you have a better idea than justice and eternal lock-down in hell for 
Satan and the rebels who insist on rebelling against Jesus?
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