The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 (ESV)
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God Keeps His Promises.
1. God kept his promise in the birth of Isaac.
The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had
promised. And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the
time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham called the name of his son who
was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his
son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham
was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah said,
“God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” And
she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children?
Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” Genesis 21:1–7 (ESV)

1. Are children ever conceived by mistake?
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were
written in your book before one of them came to be. Psalm 139:16 (NIV)

2. Why did God make Abraham and Sarah wait until their bodies were
old and falling apart before he gave them a son?

3. Why does God let us face hard times before answering our prayers?

Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in
him. Proverbs 30:5 (ESV)
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6 (ESV)
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able
to endure it. 1 Corinthians 10:13 (ESV)

4. God initiates and we respond in obedience.
Abraham named his son Isaac, as God told him. He obeyed God’s
words
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who
hear. Ephesians 4:29 (ESV)
Abraham circumcised his son agreeing to raise him to know and
love God.
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4 (ESV)

2. God kept his promise and made Ishmael a nation.
And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the
day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom
she had borne to Abraham, laughing. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this
slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with
my son Isaac.” And the thing was very displeasing to Abraham on account of his
son. But God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased because of the boy and
because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you,
for through Isaac shall your offspring be named. And I will make a nation of the
son of the slave woman also, because he is your offspring.” So Abraham rose
early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar,
putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she
departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. When the water in the
skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and
sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she
said, “Let me not look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him,
she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy, and the
angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you,
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Up! Lift up
the boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make him into a great nation.”
Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled
the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. And God was with the boy, and he
grew up. He lived in the wilderness and became an expert with the bow. He lived
in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of
Egypt. Genesis 21:8–21 (ESV)

The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
… Psalm 146:9 (ESV)

3. God kept his promise to give Abraham the land.
At that time Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army said to Abraham,
“God is with you in all that you do. Now therefore swear to me here by God that
you will not deal falsely with me or with my descendants or with my posterity, but
as I have dealt kindly with you, so you will deal with me and with the land where
you have sojourned.” And Abraham said, “I will swear.” When Abraham reproved
Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelech’s servants had seized,
Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, and I
have not heard of it until today.” So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave
them to Abimelech, and the two men made a covenant. Abraham set seven ewe
lambs of the flock apart. And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What is the meaning
of these seven ewe lambs that you have set apart?” He said, “These seven ewe
lambs you will take from my hand, that this may be a witness for me that I dug
this well.” Therefore that place was called Beersheba, because there both of
them swore an oath. So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech
and Phicol the commander of his army rose up and returned to the land of the
Philistines. Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on
the name of the Lord, the Everlasting God. And Abraham sojourned many days
in the land of the Philistines. Genesis 21:22–34 (ESV)

Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give
this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to
him. Genesis 12:7 (ESV)
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