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 Let’s begin with some trivia.  How many times this year will we see a full 

moon?...  only 13 times.  The rest of the time, only part of the moon is visible.  Of 

course, the whole moon is always there, only part of the moon is shown to us.  

Have you heard of moon theology?  Does anybody know what it is? 

 Moon theology is only giving part of the picture about God.  Many 

churches do this.  Everyone loves to discover what God did for us through Christ.  

We love to hear about full and complete forgiveness of sin offered to us through 

Jesus.  We are amazed by God’s amazing grace.  I love that, you love that, it will 

preach, it will grow a church.  But that is only part of the picture.  Just as real as 

God’s grace for us through Christ is God’s wrath against sin.  Most churches 

don’t talk about it because people don’t want to be reminded of it.

 Sin is serious.  It is deadly.  It is not just a bad choice, it is willful rebellion 

against God.  Christ died to free us from it.  If you are here this morning and you 

profess to follow Christ and you are cherishing sin in your heart, this message is 

for you.  This entire message could be summed up in one statement.  We can not 

cherish sin and cherish Christ at the same time.  The consequences of trying to 

hold both are devastating.  We are going to learn about them this morning.  

Prepare your hearts because we are about to read one of the strongest warnings 

in all of Scripture about followers of Christ cherishing their sin.

Hebrews 10:26-31
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What is apostasy?

 Have you heard of the term apostasy?  It is a very common subject in 

Scripture.  It is a person who comes close to embracing Christ but either because 

the cares of life distract them or because the cost of following Christ is too high 

for them; they choose to walk away from God.  

 In the OT, king Saul was the poster boy for apostasy.  He had all the right 

information, he was in the right place, he was doing the right thing, he even 

experienced the Holy Spirit working powerfully in his life.  He prophecied with  

OT prophets on more than one occasion.  He looked like he was close with God, 

but when push came to shove and you stripped Saul down to just his inner heart; 

it wasn’t about God being on the throne in his life, it was Saul on the throne of his 

heart.  He was driven by what Saul wanted, not what God wanted so God 

rejected him.

 Who is the poster boy for apostasy in the NT?  Judas.  He hung out with 

Jesus.  He was on everybody's short list of being a true disciple for sure.  He 

knew everything about Jesus, he saw Jesus perform miracles.  I suspect God 

may have worked supernaturally in his life from time to time.  He had all the 

knowledge, he looked really good.  He looked so good everyone trusted him with 

the money.  But when his allegiance to Christ was put to the test he scored a big 

fat zero.

 Let me give you a definition of apostasy.

Apostasy is a conscious continued rejection of the truth after knowing it, prior to 
embracing it.  From which there is no recovery.
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 Churches in America are filled with apostate people.  People who know 

the truth, they comprehend the truth but they haven’t embraced the truth as their 

own.  When life gets tough, or when the cares of the world distract them, they fall 

away.  One of the reasons there are so many apostate Christians in America is 

the gospel is watered down to make it palatable to everyone.  God is pictured as 

primarily focused on our happiness and comfort rather than promoting his glory 

through our lives.  Folks, life isn’t about us, it is about God and his glory.  When 

people hear life is not about them and their happiness but about God and his 

glory, many people walk away.  

Apostasy is a conscious continued rejection of the truth after knowing it, prior to 
embracing it.  From which there is no recovery.

 Let me clarify something.  Apostasy is not to be confused with backsliding.  

Backsliding is when you truly know the Lord but you slip into a carnally minded 

Christian life and you hear a message like.  It grabs you by the throat, pins you to 

the wall and you wonder how you could have drifted so far away.  You repent and 

respond.  Anybody had a time of backsliding in their life?  This is the difference 

between someone who is apostate and someone who is a backslider.  Both 

apostates and backsliders will feel remorse about sin in their life.  The 

backsliders move from remorse for sin to repentance of sin.  Repentance means 

change.  The backsliders feel bad and do something to change.  The apostates 

feel bad but won’t change.
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What does apostasy look like?

 Deliberate willful sin

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth,…  Hebrews 10:26

 Deliberate sin is willful sin, it is intentional sin.  It is not an accident, a 

mistake or a sudden stumble.  The word deliberate in Greek is in the present 

tense which means it is a continuous pattern of choosing the same sin.  You 

could get radical about it.  You could get an accountability partner, you could 

insist on change and commit your heart to be different but instead apostates 

rationalize their sin and continue to soak their sneakers in the same sin week 

after week, month after month, year after year.

 Let me just shoot straight.  Many Christians, both men and women, are 

involved in habitual sins they have remorse for but they are not willing to get 

radical and face them head on.  Many Christians struggle with internet 

pornography.  Week after week they give in again and again.  Rather than finding 

an accountability partner, rather than confessing their sin, swallowing their pride 

to deal radically with their sin they continue to dabble in it for years.  

If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better 
that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 
And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is 
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 
Matthew 5:29-30

Folks, willfully persisting in sin is a recipe for apostasy.  If internet pornography is 

something you are struggling with, how you respond to this message from God’s 

Word determines if you are apostate or you are a backslider.  Do something 

about it.  I put on our web site under the sermons section a special supplement 
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on strategies to handle the sin of pornography.  If you are struggling, download it, 

print it off (immediately turn off the computer) and work through it.

 Some of us struggle with forgiveness.  Have you ever struggled to forgive?  

I have.  Struggling to forgive is one thing but to cherish thoughts of revenge is 

another.  It begins to boarder line on apostasy.

 Others of us get overbooked and fail to serve our brothers and sisters in 

the church, others of us get overspent and fail to give but to know what is right in 

these areas and month after month, year after year continue to choose what is 

wrong is deliberate sin.

 Trampling the Son of God

How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has 
trampled the Son of God under foot…  Hebrews 10:29

 Trampling something under foot is to show distain for it.  It is to show it as 

worthless to you.  A smoker takes a cigarette and after they are done, what do 

they do with the butt?  Trample it.  A guy dates a girl and they have a bitter break 

up and how do some guys handle it?  He takes her picture out of their wallet, tear 

sit up and step on it because he is saying, she means nothing to me.

 Yes, some people do this to Jesus.  They know what Jesus has done for 

them but with their words and actions they treat him like he was a girlfriend who 

broke up with them.  This is not ignorance.  This is actively disregarding Christ.  If 

you are a Hindu who never heard about Jesus, you can not commit this sin.  This 

is someone knowing about Jesus but saying, you mean nothing to me.  This 

happens all the time in America.  I believe it would be better to be in hell and not 
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have known Jesus than to know Jesus and willfully trample him under your feel 

and pay for it in hell for eternity.  

 Treated as unholy the blood of the covenant

...who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified 
him…  Hebrews 10:29

 Trampling the son of God under foot deals with the person of Christ, 

treating as unholy the blood of the covenant deals with the work of Christ.  It 

means you take what Jesus did and say it isn’t a big thing.  It isn’t the one 

unrepeatable act of history.  It isn’t the once for all forgiveness of sin.  Instead of 

it being a big thing, it is a casual thing.  Do people in the church do this today?  

Yes, all the time.  One example is during communion.  That is why we put a 

warning sheet in the bulletin each communion Sunday.  To participate in the 

Lord’s table, yet know there is deliberate, continuing sin in your life that you are 

not taking steps to avoid, that is the recipe for apostacy.  

 Another way we treat Christ’s work as common is by not sharing Christ 

with our friends.  If what Christ did is the best news for everyone in the world to 

not share that news with our friends at work or in the gym is treating his word as 

common, not extraordinary.

 Insulted the spirit of grace

...and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?…  Hebrews 10:29

 Strangers can hurt us in a limited way but family can devastate you.  The 

closer people are, the more they have opened themselves up in a relationship 

the greater the potential for injury.  For instance, pretend we are at a pool and a 

someone offers their hand to help you out of the pool and you say, “No thanks, I 
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want to climb the ladder”, that is no big deal, no insult.  Now, pretend you fell off a 

bridge and you are heading down river toward a waterfall that will end in your 

certain death.  Your father was somehow able to take thousands of dollars to hire 

a helicopter and rescue crew and with the help of the rescue crew your father 

holds out his hand to pull you out of the water before you go over the falls, and 

you rejected it.  Can you imagine the insult?

 Listen folks, we are heading for the falls.  After death comes judgment.  

There is only one hand reaching for us, that is the hand of Jesus.  It came a great 

price to get his hand reaching out to us.  He died for us.  Reject Christ when we 

know what he did for us outrages God’s spirit.

 Listen, it is better to not know Christ and to be a Hindu in hell than to know 

Christ, treat him casually, cherish sin or reject him. 

Where does apostasy go?

If we deliberately keep on sinning… only a fearful expectation of judgment and of 
raging first that will consume the enemies of God.  Hebrews 10:27

 This Greek word translated fearful is only used 3 times in the NT.  All three 

of them are in the closing chapters of Hebrews.  This same word is used in the 

Septuagint to translate Habakkuk 1:7.  This was a description of the kind of fear 

the people had of the Chaldean warriors.  You know what the Chaldeans did to 

the people they conquered?  They stuck poles in the ground, sharpened the point 

and stacked their defeated foes on the pole.  Human shish kabob.  It was an 

awful heart paralyzing fear.  This is not a fear of heights or a fear of spiders but 

the kind of fear you experience when you completely understand the horrors of a 

gruesome death and you are near to experiencing it.
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 It says, we can expect raging fire that will consume God’s enemies.  Many 

scholars believe that is a veiled reference to the rebellion of Korah in the book of 

Numbers.  Do yo remember the story?

 The people rebelled against Moses.  They didn’t want him as their leader.  

They wanted to distribute the leadership out and forget following the man God 

chose for them.  Remember what happened?  The ground opened up and 

swallowed Korah and his followers then a plague broke out that began 

consuming the people.  If Aaron hadn’t stepped into the midst of the people with 

a censor from the tabernacle to stop the plague, the people would have been 

consumed.  If that is how God reacted to the rejection of Moses, his imperfect 

messenger that he used to rescue his people from slavery in Egypt, how much 

worse will it be for the people who choose to reject God’s perfect messenger, his 

Son, who came to rescue them from slavery to sin?

 It is not possible for me to convey to you or for us to even comprehend 

what a fearful thing it is to face God’s judgment and wrath apart from Christ.  

Some of the worst judgment and wrath coming are for those who know the truth 

about Jesus but deliberately keep on sinning.  They try to cherish sin and Christ 

at the same time.

Am I apostate?

 This is the question everyone is asking this morning.  You really determine 

the answer.  If you leave hear today just feeling remorse and not taking steps of 

repentance then you are apostate.  If you feel remorse and take steps of 

repentance you are a backslider.
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 If you are worried about this, you probably aren’t apostate.  Apostates, 

don’t care about this, their hearts are cold enough that even the fire in this 

passage can’t warm them.  

 Why did God give us this 

passage?  God gives warnings to 

keep us safe.  Remember the 

Beware of Dog sign I used a few 

months ago?  The sign is not put 

up to make us scared but to keep 

us safe!  This passage is a 

warning to keep us from drifting 

away from Christ.

 Everyone faces a time in their life when God doesn’t add up.  A time when 

God feels like he is absent.  Maybe you have looked and prayed for a job for 

months and it just hasn’t come.  Inside you are angry with God.  Part of you 

wants to throw the towel in because he hasn’t come to your rescue.  For others it 

may be sickness.  You hear stories of people healing but you just don’t get better.  

You have poured your heart out in prayer but God hasn’t moved.  Your life feels 

like it is drifting away and you sometimes wonder why you should even pray.

 No matter how dark you may feel, no matter how overwhelming life can 

get, don’t turn your back on God.  When we die, it is a dreadful thing to fall into 

the hands of the living God without Christ.  Treasure him more than any loss you 
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may have.  In the end.  It will be worth it.  How worth it is to treasure Christ to the 

end.  That my friends is what we will discover next week.
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