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 This morning, I want you to join me in leaving for a vacation.  We get up 

early and drive to the airport in Minneapolis.  We park the car, get in the airport 

and have coffee and a donut while waiting to board our flight.  We get on the 

plane, the engines whine, we zip down the runway at over 100 mph and at the 

last moment, before we hit the steel fence, the tail dips down and the plane soars 

into the sky.  We are on our way.

 None of that sounds risky but take the time to think about it.  We just 

bought a cup of coffee from a lady we never met.  Who knows what she put in 

our drink.  She doesn’t even know much about the coffee she sold us.  We know 

nothing about the donut we put in our mouth or where the ingredients came.  

 How about the plane?  Did we inspect the engine?  Check the fuel?  Did 

we meet the pilot?  With sealed cabin doors, we couldn’t even see the pilot.  Do 

you know anything about the people on board the plane with you?  Can we trust 

them?  When was the last time the plane was serviced?  We know nothing about 

any of these important details, yet we go on the trip without a worry.  We happily 

and confidently live by faith.  We do it every day.  

 A business takes a check based on good faith there is money in the 

account.  You bring your vehicle to a mechanic for repair but you never see him 

repair it, he gives you a bill for parts and labor and in good faith you pay it, 

assuming they replaced only what needed to be repaired. 
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 Just as we need faith to survive physically, the Bible tells us if we are 

going to please God, we need to exercise faith spiritually.    

 This last year, the book of Hebrews has taught us God can be trusted; it is 

worth placing our faith in him.  What God has done for us through Christ is better 

than anything this world has to offer.  That is why we could leave off last week 

with a really amazing verse.

...you joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that 
you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.  Hebrews 10:34

 With Christ, we can face loss in life and still have joy because we know we 

have a better possession beyond the grave that we can’t lose.  If we don’t realize 

that with Christ we have something better in eternity than anything in this world 

can offer, we will constantly be sad ever time we lose something in this world on 

account of Christ..  

 You know motto.  Live life to the fullest because you only go around once.  

Wrong!  This life is just a brief time of preparation for an eternity of something 

better with Christ, a possession that is better and lasting.  It is only when we 

understand that in eternity we have something better coming our way through 

Christ that we have the power to accept loss joyfully.

The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us.  Romans 8:18

 The whole book of Hebrews is telling us that what God has done for us 

through Jesus is better than anything this world has to offer.  There is a much 

greater spiritual reality and that is what we live for.  We live for more than what 

our eyes can can.
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 Living for more than we can see isn’t easy.  It takes faith to believe God’s 

Word is true and to believe God will make good on what he says.  In Hebrews 11, 

the writer of Hebrews is going to teach us how live by faith.  He is going to do it 

by looking at examples of great men and women of faith but here in the first few 

verse of Hebrews 11 he gives us a pocket sized explanation of faith.  So when 

we leave this morning I want to know God is more reliable than the woman you 

bought your cup of coffee from this morning.     

Hebrews 11:1-3

Faith is… Evidence of God in my life.

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  
Hebrews 11:1

 Verse 1 gives us a two-fold definition of faith.  It is being sure of what we 

hope for and certain of what we do not see.  We are going to look at both parts of 

this definition but I want you to know there is a lot more here than meets the eye.  

The word sure and the word certain in the Greeks are very unusual words.  Let’s 

look at them.

 I want to start with the word certain.  Faith is being certain of what we do 

not see.  Older translations like the King James use the word proof or evidence.  

So they say, faith is the evidence of what we do not see.  The problem is that 

doesn’t sound like it makes any sense.  How could faith be the evidence of what I 

don’t see about God?  My faith needs evidence to see, it doesn’t sound right to 

say my faith is evidence of what I don’t see.  Sounds pretty backwards.  So while 

a good translation says, My faith is evidence of what I do not see, it just doesn’t 
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seem to make sense to say that.  I want evidence to have faith, not my faith is my 

evidence.  What should we do?

 I noticed something this week that I think will help unravel this mystery.  

Look at verse 3.  It is an illustration of what the faith God gives us does in our life.  

By faith we (can) understand that the universe was created by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.  Hebrews 11:3

 Do you see the connection?  Verse 1 says “our faith is the evidence of 

God, something that isn’t seen”.  The ability to have faith in God is a God given 

ability.  Verse 3 says, “our faith, gives us the ability to understand that the world 

was created by the word of God.”  My faith in God is part of the evidence God is 

in my life and one of the byproducts of the presence of faith in my life is that I can 

perceive that the world did not evolve (it wasn’t made out of things that are 

visible) but was fashioned by the very word of God.

 Let me explain it this way.  You know what this is like when we watch the 

Discovery channel or the National Geographic channel.  The commentator on the 

TV program says, over millions of years, the blob called earth, created oceans 

and land.  Green slime formed.  The slime grew a brain and eyeballs to become 

a fish.  In the next million years, by chance the fish went through punctuated 

equilibrium and developed feathers and could fly.  It goes on and on until we 

have human beings.  Everything is getting better, over millions of years animals 

get more complex, organized and sophisticated.  The commentator says, “What 

is seen is was made out of things visible.”  As Christians, everything our being 

wants the commentator on the program take a drug test because we are sure he 

couldn’t pass.  How could he miss it.  Doesn’t he see that God made all this?  
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How can you look at the eyeball and say it evolved?  How can the National 

Geographic guy say this with a straight face?  Why can’t he see it?  The heavens 

declare the glory of God.  God made it all.  God spoke it.  No matter how much 

you tell me I evolved and am overdeveloped ape, I just can’t buy it.  I know it is 

not true.

 How can the guy on the TV  be so confident about his evolution and we 

are in the church saying, how can you NOT see it?  Verse 3 is an illustration of 

verse 1.  The rock solid conviction that God is the one who made the world by his  

word is a conviction that can only happens by God given faith.  Our ability to 

perceive the reality of God is a God given ability.  This is not faith in faith but faith 

that God exists, he loves us and that he is real, he is there.  We didn’t see God 

creating this world by his word but we are convinced it is true.  That is why we 

are convinced this world was made by God and his word.  That is what happens 

when God gives us faith.

 Let me give you an analogy.  A few years ago one of the rages was hidden 

3-D images in a picture.  These are pieces of art that on one level are one thing 

but if you stared at them long enough or were able to un-focus your eyes in just 

the right way, a whole different image appeared off the paper.  It might be a 

kangaroo or a lamb or a face that if you could look at it right, would be there.  

Remember what it was like when you had one of those 3-D picture with your 

friends.  Some people were looking at it saying, “How can you not see the face in 

that picture”  Others were looking at the same picture and they just couldn’t see 

it.  People were looking at the same picture but some people could see 
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something more.  That is what it is like for God’s creation.  We all look at the 

same creation but if God have given Christians faith in him, that is the ability to 

sense his presence and interaction in our lives.  We perceive what others can’t 

perceive, we can perceive God’s fingerprints over everything he made. 

 So faith in God is evidence of the reality existence of God.  Franklin 

Graham said faith in God in our life happens in the same way a turtle get to the 

top of a fence post.  The only way it will gets there is if somebody puts it there.  If 

you have faith in Christ this morning and have confidence in the existence of the 

unseen world and can perceive the fingerprints of God all over the universe, that 

is all part of the evidence of God in your life because without God, you couldn’t 

perceive any of those things.   

Faith is… the ability to live for more than I can see.

Now faith is sure of what we hope for…

 Remember, we learned that the word sure, like the word certain,  has 

more to it in the Greek than meets the eye.  Some translations say assurance 

other older translations say substance.  The idea in the Greek is that our faith, 

which is given to us from God, provides the ability we need to live our lives in 

regard to eternity.  Our faith, which is a gift from God, gives us the ability to make 

choices in this life that are in line with the reality that there is a next life.

 Think of our faith like the bones of the body.  Our bones support our body 

when there is nothing on the outside holding it up.  For example, if I extend my 

arm out, what is holding it up?  Nothing that you can see, it is held up by the 

unseen bones we can’t see.  So is our faith, which is a gift from God, gives us the 
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ability to extend our lives in such a way that we will receive no support from this 

world...

 For example, on July 4th we took our Count Me in offering in an attempt to 

retire the church mortgage and over $192,000 came in.  The reaction of some 

people in the community might have been, “that is a church with a lot of rich 

people that have so much money they are comfortable giving it away.”  That isn’t 

the truth.  The truth is that prior to the offering we learned not to lay up our 

treasure on earth where moth and rust corrupt and theives break in and steal but 

to lay up our treasure in heaven where thieves do not steal and moth and rust 

does not destroy.  

 We have faith in God, which is a gift from God, gives us the ability to see 

there is a life beyond this life and we can relocate our treasure from earth to 

heaven.  Instead we putting our resources in a retirement plan that will pay 

dividends for eternity, not just for this life.

 We have the ability to see beyond the moment and even beyond this life 

so we can live for eternity.

 Christian high school students, you have the ability to live for more than 

high school and for even more than this life.  Your friends who do not know Christ 

do not have that ability.  Remember, faith is the ability to live for more than I can 

see.  Think of faith like spiritual night vision goggles.  Because of your faith, you 

can perceive things about reality, your friends can’t.  In school, everyone wants to 

be popular but you have the ability to perceive that putting a smile on the face of 

God is more important than putting a smile on the face of your friends.  In school, 

7



everyones hope is to win a state championship or even a national championship.  

As a Christian teenager that is important to you but your faith gives you the ability 

to see that more important than standing on a state championship podium is 

standing before the judgment seat of Christ where we will receive our reward for 

eternity based on how we competed for Christ in this life.  You can perceive that 

reality, your friends can’t.  In high school, everyone things our identity is found in 

the stuff we buy but our faith gives us the ability to perceive that it doesn’t matter 

what you own, it doesn’t matter who your boyfriend or girlfriend is, what matters 

is who you are on the inside as we stand before God.

 As Christian adults, our faith gives us the ability to perceive the same thing 

about reality.  We don’t need a big this, a fast that or a shiny whatever.  What is 

really valuable is our life with God and before God.  Faith gives us the ability to 

perceive the spiritual reality that is more real and lasting than physical reality.

Faith is the funnel through which all of God’s blessing flows

For by it the people of old received their commendation.  Hebrews 11:2

 When we exercise our faith and live for what we know is true in the 

spiritual reality instead of what looks comfortable in earthly reality, those are 

moments when the window of opportunity opens for God to commend us.  

 On just about every page of the Bible we find this being played out.  Those 

who know God perceive a reality that many others can’t see or if they can see if, 

they are not willing to live as if it is true.  

 Daniel refused to stop praying to God even though he knew he could be 

thrown to the lions.  He was thrown to the lions but what was it?  An opportunity 
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for God to come to the rescue.  David, in faith, believes that God will still be true 

to his word about conquering the Promised Land and he fights Goliath.  It was an 

opportunity for God to come to the rescue,  Shadrack, Meshack and Abednago 

will not bow to  Nebuchadnezzar’s idol because they perceive the heavenly 

reality is greater than the earthly reality.  It was the opportunity for God to come 

to the rescue.  When Christ is in us, we can perceive the greatness of spiritual 

reality is greater than what we see with our physical eyes and when we choose 

to live for the unseen reality, God loves to come to our rescue.  That is the sweet 

spot of faith in action.

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 
him. Hebrews 11:6

 Let me share from my heart.  All week long I meet Christians who can 

sense spiritual reality but they look at life with the physical eyes of their head, not 

their spiritual eyes of faith in their heart.  They are afraid to live like spiritual 

reality is greater than physical reality.  They are afraid God can not be trusted to 

come to their rescue.  In doing that, you take the take away some of the most 

amazing moments in your life when you deny God his chance to come to your 

rescue and give you a story about how God did it.

Conclusion

 Tomorrow when you go buy your coffee and eat your donut and we have 

enough faith to trust people we have never met to give us food to eat, know that 

we can have even better faith in a God we can not see.  He gives us the ability to 
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live for him and when we do, that is the funnel through which all of his blessing 

flow.
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