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In this message, Pastor Kurt explained why faith is the only way we can connect 
with God to please Him, and what faith that draws us close to God looks like.  
Facebook is the way many people connect.  Do you have a facebook account?  
What is your experience with it?

Questions on the sermon

Faith - The Only Way

1. What are some ways people try to connect with God (think not only in terms of 
other Christians but other religions)?

2. Where do many people place their faith when it comes to connecting with 
God?  Why is that flawed (Think of the Deepok Chopra example, where is his 
faith?)  

3. The problem with our ability to relate with a holy God is the pervasive nature of 
our sinfulness.  Pastor Kurt discussed three areas of sinfulness, what were 
they?  How does this change your understanding of your own sinfulness 
before God?

4. Pastor Kurt reviewed proofs for Godʼs existence.  Here are the proofs plus an 
additional one.  Which one makes the most sense to you?  Why can none of 
these proofs make an atheist believe?

• Causal Argument - Everything in the universe has a cause.  What caused 
the universe, it must be God.

• Beauty and Complexity Argument - The complexity and beauty of the 
universe argues for a designer, creator and sustainer which can only be 
God.



• Moral Argument - There is a universal sense of right and wrong in humanity.  
Where does a standard of rightness come from unless it is outside 
ourselves?

• Intuition Proof - David Livingston traveled extensively in Africa and later 
announced he knew of no people on earth, no matter how primitive, who did 
not have a concept of God.

5. Did you know God will reward us for how we live our life in Christ?  What are 
some ways we are rewarded now, in this life? How will we be rewarded in 
eternity?

6. 1 Corinthians 3:13-15 says what we build with our life will be tested by fire.  
How does this make you feel?  What can we build with our life that will last for 
eternity?

7. 2 Corinthians 5:10 - Reminds us that while Christians will receive rewards, 
others will suffer loss.  What do you think is the loss we will suffer?  How does 
this change your understanding of the consequences for sin in the life of  
Christian?

8. Why is knowing truth about God not enough for saving faith and intimacy with 
God?  What is the heart felt component of faith (John 17)?

BONUS DISCUSSION
Have your small group work together to create a concise definition of faith.  It is 
harder than you think!  Teacher helps are below….

What Does Faith Mean In The Book of Hebrews?
At its root, the term faith means “trust.” To trust God is not an act of unreasonable belief. God 
demonstrates Himself to be eminently trustworthy. He gives ample reason for us to trust Him. He proves 
that He Himself is faithful and worthy of our trust.

The book of Hebrews gives us a definition of faith: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith comprises the essence of our hope for the future. In 
simple terms this means that we trust God for the future based on our faith in what He has accomplished 
in the past.  There is every reason to believe that God will be as faithful to His promises in the future as 
He has been in the past. There is a reason, a substantive reason, for the hope that is within us.

The faith that is the evidence of things unseen has primary but not exclusive reference to the future. 
Nobody has a crystal ball that works. We all walk into the future by faith and not by sight. We may plan 



and make projections, but even the best foresight we have is based upon our educated guesses. The 
only solid evidence we have for our own future is drawn from the promises of God. Here faith offers 
evidence for things unseen. We trust God for tomorrow.

We also trust or believe that God exists. And although God Himself is unseen, the Scriptures make it clear 
that the invisible God is made manifest through the things that are visible (Romans 1:20). Though God is 
not visible to us, we believe that He is there because He has manifested Himself so clearly in creation 
and in history.

Faith includes believing in God. Yet that kind of faith is not particularly praiseworthy. James writes, “You 
believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!” (James 2:19). Here 
sarcasm drips from Jamesʼs pen. To believe in the existence of God merely qualifies us to be demons. It 
is one thing to believe in God; it is another thing to believe God. To believe God, to trust in Him for our 
very life, is the essence of the Christian faith.

What Does Faith Mean In All of Scripture?
(A discussion from Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible)

Faith - State wholly and steadfastly in God. Faith lies at the very heart of Christianity, and its importance 
for todayʼs Christian is clear from the fact that Protestantism was born through the rediscovery of the 
great words “The just shall live by faith” (Rom 1:17 kjv).

Definition - Faith in the OT and NT carries several meanings. It may mean simple trust in God or in the 
Word of God, and at other times faith almost becomes equivalent to active obedience. It may also find 
expression in the affirmation of a creedal statement. Thus it also comes to mean the entire body of 
received Christian teaching or truth. So in Colossians 2:7, the term suggests something to be accepted as 
a whole and embodied in personal life. In 2 Timothy 4:7 Paul witnesses to having “kept the faith.”

The OT.

In the OT, faith first involved God as the Creator, Sustainer of life, and the Controller of history. Psalms 
such as 19 and 24 are evidence of the trust in God as the Creator, whose sovereign power continues to 
operate in the creation.

The OT also strongly emphasizes faith as confidence in Godʼs covenant or in the covenant God has 
made with Abraham and his descendants. The call of Abraham and the promise that his descendants 
would be used in the history of redemption became the basis of the narratives of the OT, being seen as 
the working out of that covenant. Once the nation Israel is brought into being, God sustains and protects 
it. The land which was promised to Abraham and his descendants remains theirs. The exodus from Egypt 
is a prominent indication that God is at work restoring his people to the Promised Land. The obedience of 
the people of God as the proper expression of faith is seen clearly in the OT. Without seeing God, his 
people believe and obey him. Abraham leaves his native land to go into unknown territory. The people of 
Israel leave Egypt following the leadership of God to a land they cannot see. The promise of God gives 
them courage to possess the land that has been promised to them. After the exodus the covenant of 
Abraham was confirmed with the people of Israel by the sprinkling of blood (Ex 24:6, 7). There was to be 
strict obedience to Godʼs commands as an expression of faith. This response of human faith to Jehovahʼs 
faithfulness was national and collective. There also were, however, commands to and instances of 
personal faith.

Not only the narrative and legal portions of the OT, but also the poetic and prophetic writings emphasize 
faith. The Psalms abound in expressions of personal confidence in Jehovah even in dark times. 
Habbakuk points out that “the righteous shall live by his faith” (2:4). From such instances it is clear that as 
Jehovahʼs education of Israel proceeded, the matter of faith in Godʼs faithfulness became more and more 



a matter of individual and personal response, and it is in the prophets that several ingredients such as 
trust, obedience, fear, and certainty blend into the understanding of such personal faith.

The NT.

As over against the OT, where the accent is on the faithfulness of God, in the NT the emphasis is placed 
on the active, responding faith of the hearer to the promised, final revelation in the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
Both verb and noun regularly describe the adequate response of man to Jesusʼ word and deed and to the 
gospel of the primitive church.

The Synoptic Gospels. The most striking feature of the synoptic Gospels is the use of faith without 
identifying its object. “If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed” (Mt 17:20). “Your faith has saved 
you” (Lk 7:50). “When Jesus saw their faith” (Mk 2:5). Jesus is portrayed as one who by his work and 
word opens the door to faith and makes faith possible. The question is not whether the faith is in Jesus or 
in the Father; the implication is undoubtedly both, but as with every true bearer of the Word of God the 
eye of faith is turned to the One who sends.

The restored portion of the synagogue at Capernaum, the city where Jesus saw the faith of the men who 
lowered the paralytic through the roof of a house (Mk 2:5).

On more than one occasion Jesus denies the request for a miracle to substantiate his words (Mt 12:38, 
39; 16:1–4). Faith is response to the Word alone without any supporting props. No sign is to be given but 
the sign of Jonah. In the story of the rich lean and Lazarus (Lk 16:19–31) Jesus denies the request for the 
spectacular and insists that the hearer must respond to the word given to him (cf. Jn 20:29). The Word 
demands self-surrender and commitment. Hence, the very nature of the Word and of faith becomes an 
obstacle to the proud and the powerful.

Faith is the medium by which the power of God is made visible. It moves mountains, heals the sick, and is 
the means of entrance into the kingdom. It may be mingled with doubt, as with the father who sought 
healing for his son (“I believe; help my unbelief!” [Mk 9:24]), or as with John the Baptist in prison, who, 
even with his doubts, was confirmed by Jesus as the greatest of the offspring of woman (Mt 11:2–15). 
Peterʼs (and the other disciplesʼ) perception was very faulty, but Jesus affirms Peterʼs confession as the 
foundation stone of the church. The synoptic Gospels portray the early faith of the disciples in all its 
limitations and weaknesses, yet it is still faith in that it is their positive response to Jesusʼ word and work.

The Fourth Gospel. Faith is an especially significant concept in the Gospel of John, though the word (in 
the Greek) occurs only as a verb. Quite often the reference has to do with the acceptance that something 
is true, that is, simple credence, or belief: “Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me” (Jn 
14:11); “If you had believed Moses, you would believe me” (Jn 5:46). This is consistent with the 
importance of “truth” in the fourth Gospel. (cf. also Jn 8:24; 11:27, 42; 16:27, 30; 17:8.)

Even more significant is the special expression “to believe into” in the sense of putting oneʼs trust into 
another. The particular form of the expression is without parallel before the fourth Gospel and may well 
express the strong sense of personal trust in the eternal Word made flesh. In John 3:16 whoever puts 
trust in him has eternal life. Those who put their trust in him are given power to become sons of God—to 
be born of God (Jn 1:12). They will never thirst (6:35); they will live, even though they die (11:25).

In other places John speaks of trust or faith in an absolute sense, that is, without referring to the one in 
whom trust is placed. In John 11:15 Jesus arrives after the death of Lazarus and is glad “in order that you 
might believe.” The outcome is going to be faith. Similarly in the prologue (Jn 1:7), John the Baptist bears 
witness in order that through him all might believe. As Jesus satisfies the doubt of Thomas concerning the 
resurrection, he says, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 



seen and yet believe” (20:29). In these and other passages the fundamental outcome of Jesusʼ witness to 
himself is trust.

Faith and knowledge are closely related. In John 6:69 Peter says, “We have believed, and have come to 
know that you are the Holy One of God.” In his priestly prayer Jesus says that eternal life is to “know thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent” (Jn 17:3). Also, God is seen through the eyes 
of faith. No one has ever seen God, but the Only Begotten has revealed him (1:18). He who has seen 
Jesus has seen the Father (14:9).

To believe is also expressed in the verb “receive.” Those who receive Christ are given power to become 
the sons of God (Jn 1:12). Trust is that form of knowing or seeing by which the glory of God (1:14; 17:4) is 
made present.

Paul. In his letters Paul writes about faith from a number of angles. He sets faith over against “works of 
the Law” as the only and true basis for righteousness (Rom 1–4; Gal 1–4) and appeals to Abraham to 
prove his point: “Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him for righteousness” (Gn 15:6; Rom 
4:5; Gal 3:6). This is entirely apart from the Law (Rom 3:21); righteousness is the gift of God through faith 
in Christ, specifically in his atoning work. Behind Paulʼs conviction lies his awareness of the radical and 
pervasive sinfulness of humans which renders each one helpless. Humanity is dead in sin, but is made 
alive by faith in the word and work of Jesus mediated through the gospel.

Faith, then, is faith in Jesus Christ. The number of metaphors Paul employs to describe the 
consequences of faith is staggering. It is by faith that believers are justified (Rom 5:1), reconciled (2 Cor 
5:18), redeemed (Eph 1:7), made alive (Eph 2:5), adopted into the family of God (Rom 8:15, 16), re-
created (2 Cor 5:17), transported into a new kingdom (Col 1:13), and set free (Gal 5:1). Faith is, for Paul, 
the sine qua non of every aspect of salvation, from the grace that convicts to the receiving of the full 
inheritance at the coming of the Lord.

In Paulʼs letters faith is bound up with love so that the great exponent of justification by faith becomes 
also the articulate exponent of distinctive Christian love. To say that faith is indispensable to salvation is 
only part of the truth, for faith expresses itself through love: “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision is of any avail, but faith working through love” (Gal 5:6); “If I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing” (1 Cor 13:2). Love is both the genesis and the ultimate 
expression of faith. Hence, even for Paul there can be no total separation between faith and works. This 
love of which Paul speaks is the essential fruit of the Spirit through whom the life of faith is lived. Only by 
virtue of the indwelling Spirit does faith find expression in love.

Rest of the NT. James speaks of faith as being completed by works (Jas 2:22). He is opposing that 
concept of faith which thinks primarily of creedal assent, of believing that something is true without acting 
upon it. James assumes, like Paul, the primacy of faith but is warning against those who would draw 
wrong conclusions. Faith apart from works is not faith; it is barren (v 20). The practical dimension of faith 
is the burden of much of this epistle.

The writer of Hebrews recognizes that faith has always been characteristic of the people of God and their 
specially called leaders. Faith makes substantial what is otherwise nebulous and uncertain; it makes 
evidential what is not visible. By faith the people of God have a more certain ground for their lives and 
their action than the world is able to discern (Heb 11:1). The great cloud of witnesses (12:1) bear 
testimony by their faith to the faithfulness of God.

Faith is opened up by the Word of God, finds expression through the Holy Spirit who is given, and bears 
witness to the lordship of Jesus Christ.



Answer Key

4. It takes a new birth experience (John 3:3), in which God gives us spiritual life 
and ability to see and believe in Jesus (John 1:12-13), without which we could 
not believe (Eph. 2:1)


