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In this message, Pastor Kurt explained that sometimes God chooses to keep us 
in the dark about what he is doing or when he will do it.  Share with the group 
when you had (or maybe still have) a calendar issue with God because he 
appeared (or appears) late on his promise.

Questions on the sermon

Noah - Faith is obeying Godʼs Word, even when it makes no sense.

1. What do you think Noah felt like when he built the ark?  How did he suffer?  
What do you think the conversations were like in his home?

2. Pastor Kurt talked about the sanctity of marriage as an example of obeying 
Godʼs Word, even when it seems to make no sense.  What do you think of his 
example?  Do you agree or disagree?  

3. What are some other clear words of Scripture Christians have a hard time 
obeying because they  are hard, inconvenient or we think we know better?

(For Questions 4 to 7) Hebrews 11:7 says about Noah…  By his faith he 
condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  
2 Peter 2:5 says…  but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven 
others.  1 Peter 3:20 says… who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently 
in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in 
all, were saved through water. 

4. What was Noah doing while building the ark?  

5. How do you think Noah felt about his friends and neighbors?  

6. Do you think Noah invited people to repent and join him in the ark?  



7. Would God have allowed anyone else on the ark if they wanted to be there?

Abraham - Faith is waiting on God, even when it appears he forgot.

9. Abraham never saw the fulfillment of Godʼs promise to let him possess the 
Promised Land.  How could he maintain his trust in God when he never saw 
Godʼs promise come true?

10.Our plans begin and end with our lifetime, Godʼs plans often span multiple 
generations.  How does that change the way I think about what God is doing 
with my life?  

11.How significantly will our spiritual choices affect our family? (Exodus 20:5)

12.Why does God often wait a long time to fulfill his promises and keep His 
Word?

13.Both Noah and Abraham had incredible faith.  Do you think the big steps of 
faith we studied in the sermon were their first steps of faith?  

14.We donʼt know Noahʼs background but we do know Abrahamʼs.  What were 
the smaller steps of faith God asked Abraham to take which built his 
confidence in God so he could face the supreme test when he was told to 
sacrifice his son in Genesis 22?  (see Matthew 25:21)  

BONUS DISCUSSION
How do we mess up waiting on God?

 Study the following verses to learn how Abraham messed up his waiting on God.  

Genesis 16:1-2 - We try to force it.  How did Sarah try to force God fulfill his 
promise?

Genesis 17:18 - We try to fake it.  How did Abraham try to fake fulfillment of the 
promise?

Genesis 18:9 - We fuss about it.  How did Sarah fuss when God told her she 
would have a child at 90?

In what ways do we try to force, fake and fuss and mess up our waiting on God?



A BONUS FOR SCHOLARS
By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was 
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the 
promise. Hebrews 11:11 (NIV)

By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, 
since she considered him faithful who had promised.  Hebrews 11:11 (ESV)

This verse is translated differently in various versions of the Bible.  There is a 
scholarly debate behind the translation of this verse. 

 Below are comments from the scholars who hold to the different positions.

Hebrews Commentary:  Kent Hughes
Some translations other than the NIV make Sarah and her faith the subject of verse 

11—for example, the RSV: “By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive.…” But 
this is impossible because the phrase “received power to conceive” literally is “power for 
the deposition of seed/sperm” (dynamin eis katabolen spermatos), a patently male 
function. Thus Abraham has to be the subject of the sentence.

This is the view of nearly all contemporary New Testament scholars including F. F 
Bruce, Leon Morris, and Simon Kistemaker. Most believe the misunderstanding is due 
to a wrong accent mark in the Greek that incorrectly renders “Sarah herself” as a 
nominative and not as dative. The corrective dative translation gives the right sense: “By 
faith he [Abraham] also, together with Sarah, received power to beget a child when he 
was past age, since he counted him faithful who had promised.” 9 The parenthetical way 
the NIV mentions Sarah, though not technically accurate, does preserve the proper 
emphasis on Abraham. 

ESV Study Bible Notes
received power to conceive (literally, “power for the foundation of seed”).  although 

some translations give Abraham as the subject, it is best to take “Sarah” as the subject 
here (as the ESV does), because (1) both Sarah’s name and “herself” are in the 
nominative case (indicating the subject of the sentance), and because (2) making 
Abraham the subject requires either an unusal grammatical understanding of the words 
for “Sarah herself” or an assumption that an early copyist made an error in transcribing 
those two words.  



Summary
The point is, it was biologically impossible for Abraham, as well as Sarah, to 

have children at the time the promise of a son was reaffirmed to them with the 
giving of the covenant of circumcision (Genesis 17). Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old, and his bride was ninety (cf. Genesis 17:1, 24)! Sarahʼs personal 
assessment was, “I am worn out and my master is old” (Genesis 18:12). The 
assertion that he was “as good as dead” (perfect passive participle) in verse 12 is 
exactly the same in the Greek as in Romans 4:19, where Paul said that Abraham 
“faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a 
hundred years old—and that Sarahʼs womb was also dead.”


