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 Does anyone recognize this photo?  It was 

taken by Norman Rockwell and is called Closing the 

Summer Cottage.  It was on exhibit in New York’s 

Grand Central Terminal from 1950 to 1990.  Many 

people consider it more than just a picture of a family and a cottage.  Many 

consider it a picture of the American Dream.    An American Dream that is 

becoming harder to obtain.  This year we saw the pop of the real estate bubble, 

the largest shrinkage of gross national product in 30 years and record setting 

levels of unemployment.  President Barack Obama called 2009, “The year the 

American Dream went in Reverse.”

 James Adams coined the phrase “The American Dream” in his 1931 book, 

The Epic of America.  It is the dream that we can achieve a “better, richer, 

happier” life.  It is the dream that our children will be “better, richer and happier” 

than their parents.    

 While there is nothing wrong with desiring financial success or wanting our 

children to be more successful than we are, as we look at Hebrews 11, we will 

discover that the “American Dream” may not be how we want to define success 

for our children’s future. 

Hebrews 11:13-22

 When my children were young, they had toys called transformers.  These 

were plastic trucks or cars that had hinges in them so they could be folded into 
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the shape of a robot.  This morning we will learn three ways that our faith in 

Christ transforms us into people that are completely different from what others 

expect us to be like.

Faith transforms my desires.

 In our study of Hebrews 11 we are learning the faith works in real life by 

looking a different heroes of faith in the Old Testament.  When we get to v.13-16, 

we take a little break from this list of people for the writer of Hebrews to tie off his 

list of faith heroes.

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth.  Hebrews 11:13

 Last week we studied Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and Jacob.  He says they all 

died in faith.  What does that mean?  It means they received some of the 

promises God made to them, but not most of the promises.  They died without 

getting everything God promised them.  Remember the promise to Abraham 

involved the Promised Land and descendants as numerous as the stars in the 

sky and sand on the seashore.  When he died, he didn’t have the land and as for 

descendants, he only had one son and he had to wait to he was as good as dead 

to get him.

 When he says this, the writer of Hebrews is talking about something most 

Christians in America don’t like to talk about.  Don’t expect God to fulfill all of his 

promises to you in this life.  The promises of God for his children are not mainly 

for this world and this life.  Some are, but most of them are not.  God has given 

us many good gifts in this life through Christ but listen to me.  They are all 
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nothing more than a whiff to build our appetite for better things that are yet to 

come.  It is like driving by Burger King during the lunch hour.  The smell makes 

you want to go in and buy a Whopper.  The promises God made to Abraham and 

even the promises God makes to us in Christ will never be completely unpacked 

in this life.

What Old Testament saints did was see past Canaan to the Promised Land and 
past the earthly Jerusalem to the city of God.  They saw that these earthly things 
were just object lessons pointing to the eternal rest of God and to a city with 
foundations that God was preparing for them.  (F.F. Bruce)

 The Old Testament saints understood that any amount of fulfillment God 

gave them of his promises on earth was nothing more than a savoring of the 

aroma of what God would do for them in heaven.  God, it smells good, I can’t 

wait till dinner is served.

 He says they saw the things promised but greeted them from afar.  He is 

describing it like when we drive to a city.  If you have driven to Chicago you know 

it is a long drive.  When do you start to get excited and know you are almost 

there?  When you can begin to see the Sear’s tower on the skyline in the 

distance.  Honey, no more stopping for bathroom breaks, we are close!  I can see 

the city!  Your eyes fix on the city in the distance.   When God fulfilled his 

promises to the Old Testament saints, they knew a Promised Land on earth was 

nothing more than the fuzzy distant picture of a Promised Home they would have 

in heaven.  

 The same is true for us.  We get all bent out of shape when we suffer, 

when life is hard or when God doesn’t sent us the spouse we want or the job we 

want or we find ourselves sick but not getting healthy.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,…  Ephesians 1:3

 What will God give us?  Every spiritual blessing.  Where will he give it to 

us?  In heaven!

 When we know that the good things God gives us in this life, are nothing 

more than the sweet aroma of the great things to come in heaven, how does that 

change the way we look at earthly life?  This world is not our destination.  We are 

just passing through.  It is like when you are on a road trip to Florida and you 

stop in North Carolina at a Denny’s for dinner and get a hotel room for the night.  

Our family doesn’t even bother to fully unpack the car, we just take one or two 

bags into the hotel.  We don’t unpack a moving truck because we are just 

passing through.  

 Look at how this road trip mindset is everywhere.

“I am an alien and a stranger among you. Sell me some property for a burial site 
here so I can bury my dead.”  Genesis 23:4  (Abraham was just passing through)

“And Jacob said to Pharaoh,“The days of the years of my sojourning are 130 
years…”  Genesis 47:9 (ESV) (Jacob is just passing through)

“Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry; hold not your peace at my 
tears!  For I am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my fathers. Psalm 39:12 
(ESV) (David was just passing through.  Amazingly, David is in the Promised 
Land but he still considers himself to be just passing through!)

 Not even the coming of Christ brings us everything God promises to give 

us.  The coming of Christ puts God’s promises to us on visible footing because 

we don’t look forward in faith to what God will do to restore a relationship with 

him but now we look back on what God has done.  It is much easier to have faith 
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on money in the bank than money someone promises to put in the bank.  But as 

followers of Christ, we are still just passing through.  

“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ,  Philippians 3:20  (Paul says we are just passing through)

“Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 
sinful desires, which war against your soul.  1 Peter 2:11 (Peter says we are just 
passing through)

 So the point is that a life of faith is a life that realizes not all, but most of 

what God has for us will not be experienced in this life.  

...were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it...Ephesians 1:13b-14

Since this world is not our home and we are just passing through, it will change 

the way we think, feel about life.  It will change the goal of what we want out of 

life.  Expect to be out of sync with everyone else when you are living for a 

treasure in heaven and everyone else thinks their earthly life is all they have to 

live for.

If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would 
have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one.  Hebrews 11:15-16a

 The writer of Hebrews knows it is hard for people this may be a big piece 

for us to swallow without chewing on it for a while so he helps us reason this 

through.  If the Old Testament heroes were just living for an earthly piece of 

ground, they would have gone after it.  If they were thinking about the city of Ur 

they came from, they could have returned, but they didn’t.  Why not?  They had a 

desire for a better country, a heavenly one.

Faith transforms my desires.
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 We are learning ways faith transforms our life.  The writer of Hebrews 

teaches us that faith transforms our desires.  Faith considers this world and what 

it offers, then faith considers the promises of God and what God offers and faith 

desires one over the other.  Faith changes the desires of our heart from getting 

everything in this world now to anticipating and looking forward to everything we 

have in Christ for eternity.  Faith changes our desires from buying it all now, 

having it all now, living as if all we get is now to having a better appetite for 

pleasure and knowing the real treasures and pleasures are found in our 

inheritance with Christ and they are yet to come.  

 Listen to me closely.  Many people believe that saving faith simply 

believes Christ died for our sins.  But saving faith will always transform our 

desires from the source of pleasure being cars, boat, houses and sex in this 

world to ever spiritual blessing that God promises to give us in eternity.  Faith 

transforms our desires.  Those who know God are so gripped by God that 

nothing short of being with him in heaven or can satisfy.

 The American dream is a better, richer and happier life now, the Christian 

dream looks forward to a better, richer and happier life with Christ for eternity that 

is better than anything this life can offer.  

 Before we leave looking at out faith transforms our desires, look with me 
at verse 16.

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city 
for them.  Hebrews 11:16b

 God is not ashamed to call their God.  This is powerful language.  The 

idea that God could be ashamed to be our God really gets me.  I don’t want God 
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to turn red in the face and say, “I am ashamed to be called Kurt Trucksess’ God.”  

or “I am ashamed to call Faith E Free, my church.”  I want God to be proud of us.  

What would make God proud of us?  It isn’t that we have to be perfect people.  

Abraham lied on two occasions; Sarah laughed at God’s promise; Isaac had 

parenting issues and a bad marriage; Jacob was a schemer and a thief.  They 

were not perfect people.  Why was God not ashamed to be called their God?  

The writer of Hebrews gives us two reasons:  one is front and one behind.  The 

reason at the back end of verse 16 is that he has prepared a city for them.  The 

reason at the front end is that they have a desire for that city.  God made a city in 

heaven for them and that is what they wanted.  God is proud of them because of 

it.

 Think about this for a moment.  Do you want God to be unashamed of 

you?  Do you want God to be proud of you?  What should we do?  Some great 

feet of faith like Mother Teresa?  Memorize the Bible word for word forwards and 

backwards?  No, the simple answer is:  Desire him!  Desire the city God has 

made for you more than the city man has made for you.  Desire what heaven has 

to offer more than anything this earth has to offer.  Desire God 

Faith transforms our worries.

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 
received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though 
God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”  
Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he 
did receive Isaac back from death.  Hebrews 11:17-19

 Time doesn’t allow a complete retelling of the story of Abraham sacrificing 

Isaac but Genesis 22 tells us that after all those years of waiting for Isaac to be 
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born as the son God promised, God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on an altar.  

Here we have a problem.  The promise of God and the command of God don’t fit 

together.  If God promised Abraham’s descendants would be through Isaac, what 

are we doing killing the guy?  Imagine the anxiety we would have.  Can you 

imagine how we would start to rationalize it?  God, you can’t do that!  I waited 

over 100 years for my kids, you aren’t going to take him away.  Genesis 22 tells 

us this is not the way Abraham handled the stress and anxiety.  Faith 

transformed the way he worried.  Genesis 22 tells us he set out for Mt. Moriah to 

execute his son.  As his faith grew he learned he could follow God’s commands 

and God would still keep his promise, even if there was no way he could figure 

out how it worked.   Look at what Abraham says when he gets to the mountain 

and it is just Abraham and Isaac heading up the mountain and Abraham knows 

he is climbing Mt. Moriah to sacrifice his son.  

“Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship 
and then we will come back to you.”  Genesis 22:5

 We will come back?  How is that going to happen.  Dead people don’t 

come back!  How could Abraham say this?  He figured it wasn’t his problem.  His 

job was to obey God and let God handle the details of how it would work out.

Abraham about to bring down the knife when God intervenes and says, Stop!  

Now I know you fear me, which is another way of saying, I now know you love 

me more than your son.

 Abraham realized it wasn’t his job to worry.  It wasn’t his job to make 

things work out.  His job was simply to obey God and let God take care of the 

results.  Faith transformed the way Abraham worried about those crisis moments.  
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He didn’t worry.  Abraham know it was God’s job to keep his promise.  It was 

God’s job to sustain Isaac’s life.  Abraham only had to obey, not rationalize.  

 You see God knows the crisis moments he puts us in.  They are not crisis’ 

to him, they are crisis’t to us.  The reason he puts us in crisis moments is to test 

us. 

 How do when God puts us in a test?  I have talked with people where their 

boss asks them to cook the books and they are afraid to refuse doing it.  If they 

refuse, they will get fired.  So what!  God knows it!  Why worry about it?  It is a 

test to see what we love, our job or our God.  If you lose your job, God knows we 

need to eat, let him take care of it.  

 I talked with someone a few months ago who didn’t feel they could tithe 

because they wouldn’t have enough money left.  What would you say to them?  

Your tithe is your test.  If your incomes was reduced by 10% would you die?  No, 

then give.  Our job is honor God because he is the desire of our heart.  Let God 

work out the details.

 I find our kids are playing more and more sports on Sunday.  Jimmy has to 

be in Sunday sports because I want Jimmy to be a superstar in high school.  

What does little Jimmy need?  A basketball scholarship or passionate love for 

God that was fed, weeded and cared for in church every Sunday?  What will last 

for eternity?  It is a test.  How do we pass the test?  Just obey God, have him as 

the real desire of your heart and don’t worry about it.  Let God iron it out from 

there especially when it doesn’t make sense.
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But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  Matthew 6:33-34

Faith transforms our hopes for the future.

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. By faith Jacob, 
when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned 
on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the 
exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.  
Hebrews 11:20-22

 Picture this.  Isaac blesses Jacob, Jacob blesses Joseph’s sons, Joseph 

gives directions about his bones.  What are each of these guys doing in faith?  In 

faith they are telling their children with confidence about what is important for 

their future.  What did they want their children to have?  Was it a college 

education?  Was it four years on high school varsity?  Was it a good spouse?  

Was it an early start on their 401(k) plan?  Faith transformed their hopes for their 

children’s future.  Their hope was not about them experiencing the American 

Dream.  They wanted their children to know God was more desirable than 

anything on this earth.  They wanted their children to know they were in God’s 

hands and they had nothing to worry about when they desired God and obeyed 

God, even when he doesn’t make sense.  

 Parents, this is a challenge for us.  How are we blessing our children for 

the future?  What are we telling our kids is the most important things in their life 

for success?  School, a job, college?  None of those things are bad but when our 

kids leave the home and they leave this church their is only one thing that 

matters.  We want our kids transformed by Christ. 
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 One of the most vital ministries in the church is the children’s and youth 

ministry.  I want to say a special thank you to everyone who serves Christ in 

Awana, youth group and Sunday School teachers.  While those ministries are 

great, when we stand before the Lord, whose responsibility is it for training our 

children?  Ours.

 When I was a teenager our church had those preprinted bulletin covers.  

There was one that really caught my attention.  I liked it so much I put the bulletin 

cover over my bureau at home when I was a teenager.  The cover was a picture 

of a Sun dial and it had these words on it.  Only one life t’will soon be past, only 

what’s done for Christ will last.

 Brothers and sisters, it won’t be long until our kids are out of the house.  

Are we teaching them to live for the American dream or has faith transformed us?

Closing Prayer

If you were encouraged in Christ this morning, I join us again next week.  I 

challenge you to bring a friend with you.  
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