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 Moses!  Even 3,000 years later it’s a name that carries weight.  Nowhere 

is that more true than among Jews where Moses is up there with Abraham as 

one of the most revered men and prophets of all time.  Moses was providentially 

saved from death as a child.  He grew up in Pharaoh’s palace.  He spent 40 

years in the desert.  He led Israel out of their bondage.  He announced the ten 

plagues.  He parted the Red Sea.  He destroyed Egypt’s army.  Manna came 

from heaven to feed the people under his leadership.  He provided water during 

the desert wanderings.  He was involved in the giving of the law and the Mosaic 

covenant.  He wrote the first 5 books of the Old Testament.

 Jesus talked about him often.  He is mentioned 39 times in the Gospels.  

He appeared with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration.  Michelangelo sculpted 

him.  Charlton Heston portrayed him.  And in 1998 DreamWorks made millions 

off him with the animated film The Prince of Egypt.  Wouldn’t you say that if 

you’ve been dead for 3,000 years and the story of your life still packs theaters, 

you lived a special life?

 We are working our way through Hebrews 11, a chapter known as the hall 

of faith.  You can guess who we are talking about this morning.  Let’s read about 

him.

Hebrews 11:23-27

 Ancient Egypt was one of the greatest and wealthiest civilizations of all 

time.  This was the time when the pyramids were constructed.  The ruler of Egypt 
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was known as Pharaoh and Pharaohs ruled Egypt for 3,000 years.  They ruled 

with absolute authority.

 Imagine being Pharaoh.  You are the head of the wealthiest nation on 

earth.  You have complete authority to do whatever you want, whenever you 

want.  Everyone around you thinks you’re a god.  Sounds like the way most 

fathers are treated when they come home from work.  

 Imagine being Moses.  You are the son of Pharaoh’s daughter and to grow 

up in the court of Pharaoh.  It means privileges and comforts like you and I have 

never dreamed of.  Since the line of the Pharaoh was passed through the family, 

there were scenarios where Moses could have found himself as the Pharaoh of 

Egypt.  That’s how Moses grew up.  He was a prince in the court of Pharaoh.  It 

was a life most men can’t stretch their imaginations to dream of.  It made the 

lifestyles of the rich and famous look like low income housing.

Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in 
speech and action.  Acts 7:22

 This is what makes Moses’ choices so unbelievable.  What would you 

expect the richest, smartest, best-connected thirty year old man in Egypt to do?  

We are going to find out in a few moments but first let’s see why he did it. 

because he was looking ahead to his reward… he persevered because he saw 
him who is invisible.  Hebrews 11:26-27

 Moses made some radical choices for two reasons.  First of all, he saw a 

much bigger picture.  He weighed earthly satisfactions compared to eternal joy 

and chose the eternal joy.  He lived for eternal rewards.  Second, it says  he saw 

him who is invisible.  Who is the Him?  From the context of Hebrews it’s clearly 
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Christ.  This doesn’t mean he saw some kind of supernatural hologram.  The 

word saw means perceived with his mind’s eye.  It means that by faith, he saw in 

the fulfillment of God’s promises, there would be a coming deliverer; a future 

Savior.  He didn’t know much but he knew enough to see he was coming and to 

trust Him and love him.  Focusing on Christ and living for an eternal reward is 

what gave him the strength to persevere through one of the hardest leadership 

challenge of all time, leading a million grumpy, murmuring Israelites for 40 years 

in the desert.  Could you imagine the complaint list?  He looked ahead to a 

reward and stayed at it because he could perceive Christ.

 That is why he made some radical choices in life.  Where were the radical 

choices?  Let’s find out.

Moses chose humility over status.

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter.  Hebrew 10:24

 To have a life of privilege where every door is opened before him because 

he was part of Pharaoh’s family, and then to refuse the privileges of that title, why 

would anyone do this?  Why would he identify himself as an Israelite in Egypt?  

That was to identify yourself as a slave.  This is like German nobility choosing to 

become a Jews during the Holocaust.  Why would he do it?

 This doesn’t sound too amazing until we think about how important status 

is to us.  Loss of status is one of the sharpest pains unemployed men and 

women are facing.  They went from managing a department, giving orders and 

making decisions to sitting at home and even the dog doesn’t come when called.  
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Some people become suicidal because it is so painful to lose your status in 

society.

 Moses chose to lose his status.  He gave up his title because identifying 

himself as a son of Christ was worth more than being called a son of Pharaoh.  

We all face this tension.  It isn’t easy being a Christian.  Sometimes people will 

look down on us.  What are we to do?  Look past the temporary discomfort of 

being identified as a Christian to an eternal time when being identified with Jesus 

will be the greatest thing possible.  In other words, when the temporary value of 

being admired by our peers is more valuable to us than the glorious value of 

Christ’s admiration, we will always live for what people think of us.

 The prince of Egypt became a slave by faith.  By faith he made some 

radical choices.

Moses chose pain over pleasure.

He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a short time.  Hebrews 10:25

 Let me make something clear.  Being rich or having power or influence is 

not a sin.  Other names in the Hall of Faith had all those things.  It is just that 

Moses knew what God’s will was for his life.  We get a see this when he killed the 

Egyptian that was mistreating the Israelite.  He knew God had called him to help.  

So for Moses to remain in the comforts of the palace while his people suffered 

would have been sin for him.  

 Moses saw past the pleasures of the palace.  He realized the pleasures of 

sin were all fleeting.  The principle is universally true.  Sin is always temporarily 

more pleasurable than obedience.  You name the temptation, I will show you how 
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that is the case.  Lying over truth, greed over generosity, immorality over purity, 

hate over love.  In the short term, sin is always more pleasurable, but it is only 

pleasurable for the moment.  Then it bites with all the venom and ferocity of a 

snake, and won’t let go.

 You see guys on the beer commercials during the football games drinking, 

laughing and saying… this is the life!  They forget to show you the guy puking his 

brains out with his head over a toilet bowl in a dirty public rest room.  They don’t 

show you him abusing his wife and becoming the terror of his family.  Adultery is 

glorified in the media as soft music plays and the camera slides along curves 

under a sheet.  What they don’t show you is the devastation is causes the family 

and the heart break on the children.  Sin will always be pleasurable for the first 

moment but it is insane for the long-run.  Not just for this life but especially for the 

next.

 I know this morning some of us are struggling with sin.  We are in love with 

the goose bumps that comes with the allure of sin and you find yourself going 

back to it again and again and you are hating yourself for doing it.  I don’t want to 

oversimplify your struggle and fail to empathize with you but let me give you the 

bottom line.  God doesn’t want you to give up on pleasure.  God wants you to live 

for a better pleasure.  Satan tells us that we need sin to have fun.

 God isn’t anti-pleasure; he is anti-illegitimate and temporary pleasure.  In 

other words, God wants us to enjoy maximum pleasure, the kind of pleasure that 

sinful pleasures, by definition, can not provide.  Faith is to choose pleasure 
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addiction.  It is not an addiction to the lesser pleasures of sin but the greater 

pleasures that only God can provide.

 Our battle is to believe that pleasure within Gods will and timing are 

always better than the pleasures that come in our will and our timing by gratifying 

sinful desires.  It takes faith to do this.  First, it takes faith to believe God’s 

pleasures are worth the wait.  Christian teenagers and young adults, this is what 

you need.  Not less desire for pleasure, but a desire for more pleasures.  A desire 

for pleasure that is so strong that pre-marital sex isn’t appealing because you 

know the pleasure of marital sex is worth the wait.

 Moses walked away from the pleasure capital of the ancient world, the 

palaces of Egypt, not because he didn’t want pleasure, he just knew he wouldn’t 

be satisfied with pleasures lesser than the ones God will provide.  Moses wanted 

the pleasures that only God can provide in his time and according to his will here 

on earth and the pleasures he would have for all time as a reward in heaven.  So 

Moses faith led him to make radical choices.

Moses chose poverty over treasure.

He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the 
treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.  Hebrews 10:29

 Moses chose poverty over treasure.  In our materialistic world, this might 

be Moses’ most radical choice.  I tried to explain some of the fabulous wealth of 

Egypt earlier.  It is hard to comprehend the wealth of a Pharaoh.  It is best seen 

in the personal monuments they built for themselves called pyramids.

 Pyramids served two basic functions, preparation and exaltation.  The 

tombs were burial sites into which they placed everything the dead Pharaoh 
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would need n the afterlife.  There was never a culture more obsessed with the 

afterlife than the Egyptians.  You need a body in the next life, which iswhy they 

are still famous for their mummification process to maintain the body for the next 

life.  Why did King Tut have all that wealth and possessions in his tomb? They 

believed it would provide him with what he would want in the next life.  They 

would seal the tombs with boats, clothes, food, money and women.  Everything a 

Pharaoh might want in the next life.

 The tombs were not just for preparation, they were also for exaltation.  The 

size of the tombs boggles the mind.  It is like standing next to a man made 

mountain.  The Great Pyramid has 2.3 million blocks with the average block 

weighing in at 2.5 tons.  They still don’t know how they built them.  These tombs 

were huge tributes to a Pharaoh’s greatness.  The cost was incalculable.

 Moses walked away from all that wealth.  It was very un-American of him.  

If pleasure addicts are hedonists, treasure addicts are materialists.  They find 

value in earthly possessions.  They measure themselves by what they have.  

Moses had it all but he turned his back on it.  Why?  He was looking ahead to his 

reward.

 Just like Moses was living for better pleasures, he was living for better 

treasures.  Treasures better than anything this world could offer, the reward that 

God would provide him in eternity.

 This is the great irony of Moses.  Here he is in the most afterlife consumed 

culture of all time and Moses was living for the afterlife in a totally different way.  

7



The whole pyramid/mummy thing didn’t work for him.  That isn’t living for the  

afterlife.

 Imagine with me that you were able to go to the king tut exhibit.  You were 

able to see his throne and gold sandals and gold fans.  You can see the gold 

bowls he ate out of.  Finally you get to chance to see the great boy Pharaoh, king 

Tut himself.  Do you know what he looks like?  Dead.  According to the Bible, 

eternity is not a place of pleasure.

 Imagine with me that you could get up close and person with Moses in 

heaven.  Imagine what it is like because everyone wants to meet you.  Imagine 

the glory and honor given you by God.  Who was the foolish one?  Moses or King 

Tut?

 Moses’ story speaks to us powerfully today.  We are a pleasure and 

treasure addicted society without the wisdom to pursue pleasure and treasures 

that we get to keep and enjoy for eternity.  Moses saw past earthly status, 

pleasure and treasure and he went after status in God’s eyes with pleasures and 

treasures for eternity.

 Moses’ life challenges us to live for things better than this world can offer.  

It is not wrong to desire a successful business.  It is not wrong to want to retire 

financially secure.  This morning, I challenge you to live for something bette than 

this world can offer.  To do that, you will need to turn your back on seeking status, 

pleasure and treasure in this world.  Choose, in faith, to live for the next.  Of 

course, people will think you are crazy.  They thought Moses was crazy.
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 Teenagers.  You have your whole life in front of you.  What do you want to 

live for?  It isn’t wrong to dream of being married, having a comfortable house 

and decent salary.  You are young.  You can make choices now that will have 

powerful results later.  Is God calling you to be a missionary and take the gospel 

around the world?  Is God calling you to be a pastor?  We are rapidly 

approaching a post Christian culture, the gospel is in your hand for your 

generation.  If you give yourself to telling the good news of the gospel, I can’t 

even begin to imagine what God would do with you.

 Retirement age friends.  There are not many laps left on the track of life.  

People tell you that since you have finally arrived it is time to pamper yourself.  

You worked hard, now enjoy yourself, how does that fly with the example of 

Moses?  I take my hat off to Pastor Chris who preceded me and is now working 

on how to take your generation, financially independent people who can go 

anywhere and do anything, to put you on the front line of ministry.  Make a radical 

choices in faith.

  Henry Martyn was born in 1781. At the age of 16 he earned the title of 

senior wrangler in Cambridge.  A wrangler in England was the solving of complex 

math problems.  At 16 he was the best mathematician of Cambridge.  He 

intended to go into law school until he heard Charles Simeon speaking on the 

power of a single life for God.  He was telling the story of William Carey.  In faith, 

Henry made some radical choices.  He gave up on the status and wealth that 

would come with being one of the brightest lawyers of his day, and decided to 

become a missionary.
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 At age 25, he arrived in India.  Henry wasn’t just gifted in mathematics but 

he was a brilliant linguist.  In 3 years understood 3 languages and translated the 

New Testament into Hindustani, Urdu and Persian.  He also translated the 

Psalms into Persian and the book of Common Prayer.  Within four years of 

arriving in India, he had translated the New Testament into the local language 

and planted a church.  He left for Arabia where he planned to translate the New 

Testament into Arabic.  While on his travel, he was overcome with a plague and 

died at age 31.  To this day, his New Testament in Persian, which he did for the 

modern day Iraq, is the one of the best and clearest translations of the New 

Testament in Iraq.  The work of his life is still making a difference.  

 When people in England heard that he died, many of them thought, “What 

a shame.  A brilliant life gone to waste.”  Did his life go to waste or did he choose 

something better? 
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