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Ice Breaker:  Is there a time God worked either miraculously (his visible hand) or 
providentially (his invisible hand) to come to your rescue?  If you donʼt have a 
personal story, do you have a second-hand story?

Questions on the sermon

(Donʼt feel you must complete every question.  
Use the questions appropriate for your group)

1. Do you believe God still works miracles today?  If so, why donʼt we see more 
miracles?

2. Pastor Kurt distinguished between the visible and invisible hand of God.  
Does that alter the way you look for Godʼs hand in your life?

3. Pastor Kurt said we are guaranteed immortality until God calls us home.  
Does this mean we can eat bacon and cake because we know there is no 
way we can die of a heart attack until God decides to call us home?  (For 
more help see the supplement on the death of Saul)  

4. Why would God choose not to rescue us from times of suffering but rather to 
sustain us through them?  What lessons does this teach us about how to 
suffer well?

5. How does v.35-38 explain what Hebrews 11:1-2 looks like in real life?



ROLL PLAY
Take the following scenarios and roll play the situation in front of the group.  After 
the role play, have the group discuss ways to turn your friends hope to Christ.  
Try running through the scenarios more than once with different group members.  
Your skills at approaching these tough situations will continually improve.  

You visit a friend in the hospital.  She was just diagnosed with stage 4 cancer.  
She is a young Christian who is distraught.  Her hopes and dreams for the 
future are shattered.  She confides in you… “How could God let this happen?”  
What would you say?  What Scripture would you use?

A friend at work shares he was diagnosed with Leukemia.  He is not a 
Christian?  What would you say?  What Scripture would you use?  How would 
you approach the weeks and months in front of you?

CLOSING PROJECT
Go to www.youtube.com and watch “We are One Voice of Martyrs”. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkBkO1DG_iA

Close your time together by praying for the persecuted church.

Special Supplement - The Death of Saul

Some wonder how God’s sovereignty over death relate to earthly causes of death.  It is important to 
recognize that even though there may be immediate “earthly” causes of death - such as disease, a 
gunshot wound, a car wreck, or the like - still it is God who is sovereign over death.

The death of Saul in the Old Testament illustrates this truth.  1 Chronicles 10:1-4 tells us that the 
immediate cause of Saul’s death was the enemy’s arrows and his own sword.  But several verses later, 
we read, “Saul died because he was unfaithful to the Lord; he did not keep the word of the Lord, and even 
consulted a medium for guidance, and did not inquire of the Lord.  So the Lord put him to death and 
turned the kingdom over to David son of Jesse”  ...1 Chronicles 10:13-14.

Despite the immediate circumstances that brought death for Saul (enemy arrows and his own sword), God 
was nevertheless sovereignly behind those circumstances.
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