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 I want to tell you about something that really irritates me.  You may not 

agree with me on this one but this is the way I feel.  When I was younger this 

didn’t bother me as much but as I have grown older, this really irritates me.  It 

feels like sand in my pants when I come back from the beach.  Now I have you 

wondering what it is.  What is it?  Lack of respect!    Today people don’t have 

respect for those in authority.  

 You don’t like the President, you throw your shoes at him.  No respect for 

his authority.  I don’t care if we don’t like our president, we need to respect our 

president.  

 It really annoys me is when children don’t respect their teachers or 

parents.  When I was a youth pastor, I had one 15 year old kid who called his 

father by his first name.  He would look at his father and say, “Fred, I’m going out 

with my friends tonight so I will be back late.”  Just caused me to come unglued.  

He is not Fred, he is your father, give him the respect he deserves.  

 Wives disrespect their husbands position of authority over them.  

Husbands disrespect their wives by not exercising loving leadership over them.

 Christians in the church disrespect their pastors position of spiritual 

authority.  It bugs me. 

 It really bugs me when I see disrespect.  You don’t have to agree with 

everything someone in authority over you does, but we have to respect them.    
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 Where does all this disrespect come from?  I think it all stems from a 

disrespect we have toward God.  There are a lot of people today who don’t give 

God much respect.  They say that when they get a chance to talk to Him, they 

are going to give him a piece of their mind because they are sure they could do a 

better job of running their lives and the universe than he does.  Right, get a grip!  

Do you realize all the complexities of this world ranging from cosmic events to 

the bacteriological events in our own body?  We have no idea what is going on.  

One of the smartest things we can do is button our lip and give God some 

respect.  If we are ever going to restore respect into our relationships with one 

another, it can only begin when we restore a healthy respect for God.  

 This morning we will learn two sides of God’s character that will help us 

cultivate our respect for God.

Hebrews 12:18-24

This passage talks about two mountains.  The first one isn’t named but as soon 

as the writer of Hebrews started talking everyone knew what he was talking 

about.
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Mt. Sinai - God’s Consuming holiness

  It was Mt. Sinai, where God came down and revealed his holiness and 

gave the Ten Commandments to Moses.  

Let me show you a picture of it.  It extends 

6,800 feet above the desert.  This is one 

seriously rough, barren place.  Not a shrub 

anywhere.  God chose to reveal his holiness 

to his people here in the wilderness.  God 

came down to this place and the people were terrified when he showed up.  

When God came down on Mt. Sinai, nobody tried to tell him how he should act or 

what he should do, they shook in fear and gave him respect.

 This part of Hebrews is actually a brief summary of Exodus 19 + 20.  i 

would like to read that to you.

And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the 
people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever.” 

...the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and 
tomorrow, and let them wash their garments and be ready for the third day. For 
on the third day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the 
people.  And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not 
to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain 
shall be put to death.  No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; 
whether beast or man, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, 
they shall come up to the mountain.”…  On the morning of the third day there 
were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud 
trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled.  Then Moses brought 
the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of 
the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had 
descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the 
whole mountain trembled greatly. …  Exodus 19:10-18

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the 
sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and 
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trembled, and they stood far off  and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will 
listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.”   Exodus 20:18-19

 Get the picture.  God is not some kind of old man in a white coat.  He is 

holy.  He is filled with glory.  He lives in unapproachable light.  Nobody can see 

God and live.  God’s holy, you are not, back away from the mountain or die.  

Later in this passage it says our God is a consuming fire.  Think of the movie 

Back Draft.  This is God.  Like it or not.  His nature has not changed, his 

standards are unreachable, his wrath is unavoidable.   

 Even Moses trembled.  He was not a wimp.  This is the Moses that killed 

an Egyptian when he was younger.  This is the Moses who walked up to 

Pharaoh, the most powerful ruler in the ancient world and told him to let free 

labor force of slaves go or else things were going to get ugly.  Moses is not a 

pansy, he is a guy with guts and he is trembling before God.

 Amazingly, it was not the sight the people feared most, it was the words.  

a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken 
to them.  For they could not endure the order that was given.  Hebrews 12:19-20

 The people got the message.  Not only is God’s holiness terrifying but 

what he asks from us is more than we can handle.

 You see, we either willingly give God the respect he deserves in this life or 

we will give it unwillingly in the next.  People are passing into eternity every day 

thinking all is well and instead they meet the eternal, mountain shattering, 

consuming fire of God.  Israel felt that terror at Mt. Sinai, millions feel that terror 

every day as they pass into eternity.  The Bible says, “after death comes 

judgment.”  It is the end of the race, time to meet the God of Mt. Sinai and see 
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how you measure up to his holiness.  Some day, each person in this room will 

stand before him.  What is your plan?  You going to tell him you are a nice guy 

and you helped an old ladies or two cross the street?  You think that is going to 

cut it?

 Do you think this is like the Wizard of Oz, where Dorothy discovers the 

great Oz is really a short bald guy in the back room pulling a few levers?  No 

way!  This is the real deal and eternity hangs in the balance.  Each one of us will 

meet him.

 Thankfully, we don’t have to end the story here.  Anybody in favor of 

hearing the rest of the story?

 Here is the good news.  This same God who has incredible holiness and 

consuming fire has another side to him filled with mercy and grace.

Mt. Zion - Mercy and Grace through Christ

But you have come to Mt. Zion…  Hebrews 12:22

 Here is a big “But.”  In fact, this is one of the biggest “Buts” in the NT.  This 

is the strongest word that can be used for contrast in the NT.  

 There is another mountain.  It is Mt. Zion.  Mt. Zion comes from the fact 

that Mt. Zion is the name of one of the hills Jerusalem is built on.  In the OT, 

Jerusalem was the dwelling place of God.  The earthly Jerusalem is just a picture 

of the heavenly Jerusalem where God actually lives.  Mt. Zion is heaven itself.

 I want you to notice the phrase, “you have come.”  It is in the perfect 

tense.  That means it is a completed action.  It is a done deal.  It means this has 
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already happened to you.  It is as good as a done deal.  It is shipped, we are just 

waiting for final delivery of heaven.  That is a lot better than Mt. Sinai.

 This doesn’t mean heaven will be where everyone goes.  This is talking 

about a conversion experience.  This is talking about those who have made 

Christ the king in their world.  This is talking about a new group of people who 

were going one way.  They were chasing after the God of Mt. Sinai and trying to 

do their best to follow all the rules, even though they knew they couldn’t measure 

up.  They were living in fear.  Then they met the God of mercy and grace at Mt. 

Zion through Christ.  Same God, just different part of his character.  While God is 

holy and we are not, he is also loving and merciful.  He made a way for us to be 

holy through his mercy.  His son, Jesus Christ, took his father’s wrath against our 

sin so God can be holy and display his wrath against sin yet loving and merciful 

to us at the same time.

 This doesn’t mean every one of us will experience the mercy of Mt. Zion.  

That mercy is only available to those who have turned from trusting in their 

pursuit of perfection to making a passionate pursuit of Jesus and his perfection, 

the laser focus of their soul.  Has this happened to you?  It doesn’t matter if your 

mom has done this, is this your story?  If it isn’t your story, you don’t have the joy 

of Mt. Zion.

 The joy of Mt. Zion is pretty good stuff.  Because of Mt. Zion, you can 

know for sure….

 Let’s look at what Mt. Zion is like.

 Innumerable angels in festal gathering
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 What is this?  Here is the deal, in the Greek it is the word Myrios from 

which we get our word Myriad.  When the Bible was written, the largest number 

they had a word for was 10,000.  Since most people can’t count to 10,000, the 

word Myrios became an expression for an uncountable number.  

 The largest worship experience I attended was a Promise Keepers 

conference a few year ago.  It was great to have an entire stadium singing 

praises to God.  At one point in the gathering, everyone cheered for Jesus and I 

thought the roof off the place was going to lift off.  My body felt the pressure of 

the cheers.  That worship experience stinks to what is taking place in heaven.  

Where all the redeemed from history are worshipping God and they are backed 

up with an angelic choir that could fill Super Bowl Stadium 10,000 times.  That is 

exciting.

 The angels aren’t just hanging out in choir robes.  They are in festal 

gathering.  They are wearing party clothes.  You thought New Orleans through a 

party for the Saints, This is seriously kicking, no more Mt. Sinai, party.  Winning 

the Super Bowl is nothing compared to this.

 To the assembly of the first-born

 How many people are first-born?  You know that because they are all Type  

A.  I couldn’t get the third-borns to raise their hands.  First-borns are all front and 

center kind of people.  In the NT times, being first-born was an important thing.  

You had rights and privileges.  In Jewish culture you usually received double the 

inheritance as first-born.  Through Jesus Christ, we are all first-born in heaven.  

We all have the privileges.
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 It says this is the assembly of the first-born.  That word assembly is the 

word for church.  It means called out ones.  It means those chosen by God for 

special privileges.  That is us.  The ones called out of this world for special 

privilege in heaven through Jesus Christ.  

 It says we are enrolled in heaven.  The Bible says that as Christians, our 

names are written in a book.  It is called The Book of Life.

Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let them not be enrolled among 
the righteous.  Psalm 69:28

The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never 
blot his name out of the book of life.  Revelation 3:5

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life.  Revelation 
20:12

 100 years from now, only one thing will matter.  I don’t care what trophies 

you have won.  I don’t care what you invented or how much money was in your 

portfolio.  If your name is not written in the book of life, nothing else matters.  If 

you don’t enroll your kids for spring soccer, they aren’t playing.  You don’t sign 

your kid up for band, they aren’t in it.  You don’t enroll your name in the book of 

life.  Eternity won’t be Mt. Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, you won’t be there.

 What does it take to enroll?  It takes a decision to turn from a love of self 

and sin and to make what Christ did for us on the cross and his busting out of the 

tomb our only thing we trust for eternity, not one of many things, Jesus is the only 

thing.

 The spirits of the righteous made perfect
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 Most of us have an unclear understanding of death.  We grew up learning 

that those who die apart from Christ go to hell and those who die trusting in 

Christ, go to heaven.  That is only partially true.  In fact, at one time, that was 

completely false.

 The Bible says that those who died in the OT, both righteous and 

unrighteous, went to a place called Hades.  This is what we find happening in the 

parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16.  It is only later that those apart 

from Christ receive their full judgment and are assign to hell.  

 Hades was pictured as having two compartments for those who died.  A 

place of torment and a place of comfort also known as Abraham’s bosom or 

paradise.  Here is the problem.  The NT tells us that when Christians die they go 

to be with Christ in heaven.

I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better.  Philippians 1:23

 So what is happening?  When people die, they go to either of the two 

compartments of Hades, either a place or comfort or a place of torment, but now 

when Christian died, they go to heaven.  What happened?

 The Bible says that when Christ died, he went into the compartment of the 

righteous in Hades.

he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.  Acts 2:31

Then he emptied the compartment of the righteous in Hades and brought them 

with him to heaven.

Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he 
gave gifts to men.” Ephesians 4:8
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 So when Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 12, he writes with the assumption 

that the OT saint who were in paradise, the compartment of the righteous in 

Hades, were now taken out of Hades and in heaven with Christ.  So Christ took 

the OT saints to heaven and now, when we die, we go directly to be with Christ in 

heaven.

 The righteous are those who trusted in salvation by faith in a coming 

redeemer and the way they were made perfect is they were brought to heaven.

 Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant

 On Mt. Sinai, the people got a covenant they couldn’t keep, on Mt. Zion 

we get a covenant that has already been kept.  Jesus kept it for us.  Jesus is the 

centerpiece of heaven.  Salvation is when he becomes the centerpiece of our life.

 The sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel

 What does that mean?  Remember who Abel was?  Abel was one of the 

first two children of Adam and Eve.  Cain disabled Abel.  He killed him.  This is 

what Genesis says God said to Cain after he killed his brother.  

And the Lord said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is 
crying to me from the ground.  Genesis 4:10

 What was his blood saying?  “Get’em God!”  “Punish him God!”  “This 

wasn’t fair God, let him have it!”  There is anger and wrath against sin coming 

from God because of Abel’s blood.

 There is a different word that is spoken to God through the blood of Jesus.  

Do you know what it is?  “Mercy, grace, love, forgiveness, life, hope.”

Conclusion
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 What mountain are you on?  Is it Mt. Zion, which is all about Jesus.  He is 

the centerpiece of Mt. Zion.  Everything gets measured by him there and for 

everyone who is on Mt. Zion, everything in their life is measured relative to 

Jesus.

 Or are you on Mt. Sinai, on Mt. Sinai, everything is measured by God’s 

holiness compared to our efforts and it doesn’t work out to well from there.  Is 

God calling you to make Christ the center of your life?  Don’t make that choice 

today to avoid hell, make the choice to gain heaven.
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