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Ice Breakers: 

- If you could go some place warm, where would it be?

(Donʼt feel you must complete every question.  Use the questions appropriate for your group)

The Great Shakedown and Peter

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and t thousand years as one day.  The Lord is not slow to fulfill 
his promise vas some count slowness, but is patient toward you,not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.  But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 

that are done on it will be exposed.  2 Peter 3:8-13

Peter describes the great shakedown...

1. Will people see it coming?  How much of a surprise will it be? 

2. Why hasnʼt Christ returned yet?

3. The writer of Hebrews used the day of the Lord (the Great Shakedown) s a 
source of encouragement for those who lives were shaken.  Peter uses the 
Great Shakedown as a motivation for something else.  What is it?



The Great Shakedown and Paul

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because 
your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another 
is increasing. Therefore we ourselves boast about you din the churches of God 

for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that 
you are enduring. 

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— since indeed 
God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant 

relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those 

who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day 
to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, 
because our testimony to you was believed. To this end we always pray for you, 
that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for 
good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus 
may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and 

the Lord Jesus Christ.   2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

Paul describes the Great Shakedown...

4. What does he say is evidence that someone is worthy of the coming kingdom 
of God after the Great Shakedown?

5. How does he give those who are suffering encouragement to endure suffering 
for Christ?

6. While we are waiting for Christʼs return, what does God want us doing?

7. At Christʼs return, what happens to those who have not believed in Christ?

8. At Christʼs return, what happens to those who have believed in Christ (not just 
hearing the truth but heeding it and being willing to suffer for it)?



Bonus Stuff!!!
The Day of the Lord and Final Judgment

from Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible

Day of the Lord.

Expression used by OT prophets (as early as the eighth-century b.c. prophet Amos) to signify a 
time in which God actively intervenes in history, primarily for judgment. Thus “the day of the 
Lord” is also called “the day of the Lordʼs anger” (Zep 2:2 kjv).

Sometimes “the day of the Lord” is used in the OT to speak of a past judgment (Lam 2:22). 
More often an impending future judgment is in view (Jl 2:1–11). Ultimately, though, the term 
refers to climactic future judgment of the world (Jl 3:14–21; Mal 4:5). Often prophecy of a near-
future event and an end-time prophecy are merged, the immediate judgment being a preview of 
the final day of the Lord. The prophecy of Isaiah against Babylon is an example (Is 13:5–10). 
Jesus combined events described there with other prophecies to explain his second coming (Mk 
13:24–37). Another example is Joelʼs prophecy of the day of the Lord (Jl 1:15–2:11). Though the 
prophet initially spoke of Godʼs judgment on Israel by a locust plague, that judgment prompted 
further pronouncements about a final day of the Lord far beyond Joelʼs time (Jl 2:31; 3:14–17). 
That day of the Lord extended even beyond the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
predicted by Joelʼs prophecy (Jl 2:28–32; Acts 2:16–21; Rv 6:12, 13). The NT uses the term 
exclusively to mean the end time.

The final day of the Lord is characterized in the Bible as a day of gloom, darkness, and 
judgment. Associated with Godʼs judgment is language depicting changes in nature, especially a 
darkening of the sun, moon, and stars (Is 13:10; Jl 2:31; 3:15; Mt 24:29; Rv 6:12). Nations will 
be judged for their rebellion against Godʼs anointed people and king (Jl 3:19; cf. Ps 2). Israel is 
counseled not to be eager for that day, because it will also include judgment on the chosen 
nation (Am 5:18–20). But the prophets promise that a believing “remnant” will be saved by 
looking to the Messiah they once rejected (Jl 2:32; Zec 12:10).

Following the judgment, the future day of the Lord will be a time of prosperity, restoration, and 
blessing for Israel (Jl 3:18–21).

The more explicit NT expressions—“the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1:8), “the day of 
the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14), and “the day of Christ” (Phil 1:10; 2:16)—are more 
personal and more positive. They point to final events related to Christian believers, who will not 
experience the wrath of God (1 Thes 5:9).

When the day of the Lord comes, the earth will be renewed and purified through a judgment of 
fire (2 Pt 3:10–13). In the Book of Revelation the final purging seems to come after the 
millennium—that is, the 1,000-year reign of Christ (Rv 21:1).

Evangelical scholars differ about the beginning point of the day of the Lord in relation to other 
prophesied future events. Various views suggest it will start: (1) at the beginning of a seven-year 
period preceding Christʼs coming to earth, when a “man of lawlessness” is to be revealed and 
make a covenant with Israel (2 Thes 2:3; cf. Dn 9:27); (2) following an “abomination of 



desolation,” in which the “man of lawlessness” will pose as God (Mt 24:15 kjv; 2 Thes 2:4) at the 
middle of the seven-year period; or (3) later in the seven years at the outpouring of Godʼs wrath 
(Rv 16:1).

Concerning the future day of the Lord as it is prophesied in the Scriptures, one should note: (1) 
biblical passages mentioning the impressive celestial signs of that day (Is 13:10; Jl 2:31; 3:15; 
Mt 24:29; Rv 6:12); (2) the sequence of the judgments that focus on seals, trumpets, and bowls 
in the Book of Revelation; (3) the relationship of the wrath of Revelation 6:16 to the series of 
“seal” judgments; and (4) the revelation of the “man of lawlessness” in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.

Last Judgment.

Time at the end of history when God will judge the deeds of all mankind. In their preaching 
concerning the Day of the Lord, OT prophets anticipated the time when God would wage war 
against all wicked nations and establish his rule in the eternal city of Zion (Is 4:2; 11:10; Jer 
50:30–32; Jl 2:1, 3; 4:9–16; Am 5:18–20; 9:11; Zep 1:7–18). The NT writers continue this theme, 
restating it in the light of the words and work of Jesus. He has been appointed by God “to be 
judge of the living and the dead” (Acts 10:42; 17:31). Both believers and unbelievers must 
appear “before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive good or evil, 
according to what he has done in the body” (2 Cor 5:10; cf. Rom 14:10).

The focus of Godʼs judgment is human behavior. Those faithful to the covenant will prosper, but 
those who are disloyal will perish. The prophet Habakkuk identifies the righteous person as the 
one who is faithful (Hb 2:4). NT writers state that one will be judged according to whether or not 
his deeds are pleasing to God (Lk 11:32; 2 Cor 5:10; Rv 20:12). However, the NT also states 
that no one has met the perfect standards of God. All have sinned and therefore deserve to be 
punished (Rom 3:9, 23). The issue to be determined at the time of judgment is not oneʼs guilt, 
but rather whether or not one has been acquitted. The NT speaks of this acquittal as justification 
and reconciliation (Rom 3:21–28; 5:1–21). The means of acquittal is the death and resurrection 
of Christ; for “as one manʼs trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one manʼs act of 
righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men” (Rom 5:18). The one who trusts in Christ is 
not condemned (Jn 3:16–18) and can enter the day of judgment with confidence (1 Jn 4:17). His 
name is written in the Lambʼs book of life (Rv 21:27). The unbeliever must face the day of 
judgment with no assistance. He will be judged by what is written in the books; that is, by what 
he has done (Rv 20:11, 12).


