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 Does anyone feel they get too much junk mail?  Those of you who didn’t 

raise your hand obviously would be happy to take some of mine.  We live in an 

information saturated society.  Who knows how many trees were killed to put in 

our mailboxes information about things we never asked for; things we don’t want; 

things we don’t need and stuff we don’t have money to buy.  It is not just the US 

Postmaster who gives us unwanted messages, at least 25% of every hour of 

television is commercials. With the advent of email, which is free mail, our inbox 

is filled with stuff we don’t want.  We even invented a new term to describe it that 

is named after a canned meat product.  SPAM!   

 Our information age forces us to discard huge volumes of information that 

we are fed every day.  Unfortunately, deleting our emails, we end up throwing 

away the important information along with the useless information.  Some of the 

information that is squeezed out of our lives during information overload is God’s 

Word.

 I titled this morning’s sermon, “The message you don’t want to miss.”  That 

title isn’t original to me.  It is right out of our text, because the writer of Hebrews 

literally says, “Of all the messages fed to you, here is a message you don’t want 

to miss.”  What is this message and why don’t we want to miss it?  Let’s turn to 

God’s Word and find out.

Hebrews 12:25-29

What is the message we don’t want to miss?
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See that you do not refuse him who is speaking.  Hebrews 12:25

 Who is the one speaking?  This takes a little review to find out.  

Remember where we left off two weeks ago.  We learned about the God of two 

mountains.  

 Mt. Sinai - God showed up in the Old Testament at Mt. Sinai.  It wasn’t a 

low stress situation.  Mt. Sinai shook.  The mountain was covered in smoke and 

ribbed with veins of lightening.  Nobody could touch the mountain because of 

God’s holiness.  If man or beast touched the mountain, they were immediately 

put to death.   When God spoke, the ground shook and people trembled in fear.  

God’s voice pierced the air like a trumpet blast.  It even made Moses tremble.  

 What God did on Mt. Sinai was not just provide a shock and awe 

campaign for the Israelites but he also gave them the stipulations of his 

covenant.  A covenant is a contract that stipulates the way two parties will relate 

to one another.  The covenant God gave on Mt. Sinai was incredibly detailed.  It 

was hard to keep.  If you want to know how difficult it was to keep, read Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy and try to keep all of it.  It was a covenant 

based on Israel’s ability to perform a life of holiness.

 How well did Israel do?  God hadn’t even finished giving the covenant and 

the people were already busy breaking number one on God’s top ten list.  The 

first of the ten commandments God gave to Moses while he was at his summit 

meeting with God is “You shall have no other God’s before me.” While God is 

giving his top ten list, Aaron was making a golden calf for the people to worship.    

Right out of the box they were breaking the covenant.  
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 Let’s be honest.  This covenant was never going to work.  Because God’s 

top ten list is about the heart, not just actions, we blow it all the time too.  This is 

bad news.  This is the only way God says his people can relate to him and it is 

not working.

 Mt. Zion - Thankfully that was not the end of the story.  God sent his own 

Son, Jesus Christ, to establish a new covenant.

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the (new) covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Matthew 26:27-28

Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that 
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.  
Hebrews 9:15

 The same God of Mt. Sinai, who is holy and pure, and who established the 

covenant of Mt. Sinai to show us our inability to be holy, is also a God of 

compassion and love.  He created a new covenant, a new way we can relate to 

him, through Jesus Christ.  This covenant is totally different.  It is not based on 

what we do, it is based on what Christ has done.    

 Here is the point.  People from all over the world are putting all kind of 

options on the table about how they want to relate to God.  God looks at our 

ideas, sweeps his hand across the table throwing all of our schemes on the floor.  

Then he puts his only two options on the table.  The old covenant, do holiness 

yourself; and the new covenant through Jesus Christ, I have done it all for you.   

 This is why the writer of Hebrews says, “Wake up, don’t refuse him who is 

speaking to you.”  In our information overload society, with 50 different options 

and choices hitting us before lunch, don’t blow the new covenant through Christ 
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off.  Don’t put Jesus in the stack of paper that gets forgotten like last weeks mail.  

God is not going to call back and offer a better deal than he has done through 

Jesus.  Who is the one speaking to us in this verse?  Jesus

 There is another interesting word in this verse.  It is the word refuse.  Let 

me define it for you.

Refuse - Hearing but not heeding.

 The word refuse in this verse is the same Greek word used in Romans 

5:19 to describe what Adam did when he decided to eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eden.  He knew the truth but he 

chose to do his own thing.  A literal translation of Romans 5:19 is...

just as many people were made sinners as the result of the fact that one man 
refused to listen,… Romans 5:19 (Literal translation form Louw & Nida Greek 
Dictionary of Semantic Domains)

! Adam was talking with God.  He heard the truth but he didnʼt want to heed 

it.  Folks, this is a very dangerous place to be.   

 The temptation for the original Jews in Rome that the letter of Hebrews 

was written to was to know Christ is the only way but because it might cost them 

their job to go to church or because saying Christ was the only way publicly was 

an invitation for trouble, they hid their faith.  They were tempted to refuse Christ 

through the way they lived.  

 The temptation for us is the same thing.  Since Christ is the only option on 

the table, refusing him is acting like Christ isn’t that big of a deal.    

Why don’t you want to miss this message?

 The consequences are devastating.
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For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, 
much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.  Hebrews 
12:25

! He is going back in their memory to what happened after Mt. Sinai for the 

Jewish people.  

But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, 
none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these ten times and have not 
obeyed my voice, shall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers. And none 
of those who despised me shall see it.  Numbers 14:21-23

! Ancient Israel saw Godʼs power through watching him abuse Egypt with 

plagues. They walked across the Red Sea on dry land.  They experienced Godʼs 

power on Mt. Sinai, but when they left Mt. Sinai and headed for the promised 

land, they consistently chose to not heed Godʼs Word even though they clearly 

heard Godʼs Word.  As a result, nobody from age 20 or older was allowed to 

enter the Promised Land.  There were over a million bodies buried in the desert 

because they knew Godʼs covenant but didnʼt want to keep it.  

! The writer of Hebrews says this principle is still true.  Godʼs children will 

receive Godʼs discipline if we hear Godʼs Wordʼ but choose not to heed them.  

Some of the things that worry me today are:  

! Kids who grow up in the church but, when they get on their own, they 

become too sophisticated for Jesus.  They walk away from him.  Where are you 

going to?  There are no other options on the table.

! As adults, I am concerned of the busyness of our lives squeezing the 

greatness of Christ out of our priorities.  Our weekends become too full for 

fellowship in our church, our schedules become too packed and we have no time 
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for refreshing our souls in Godʼs Word, our priorities become so tilted that we 

donʼt share Christ with those we meet.    

! If the consequences for the rebellious Israelites were steep, the benefits 

package is out of this world.

The benefits are out of this world.

At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I 
will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”  This phrase, “Yet once 
more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken - this is, things that have 
been made - in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.  
Hebrews 12:26b-27

! The writer of Hebrews goes back to their memory of Mt. Sinai.  When God 

shows up, things shake.  They shook at Mt. Sinai, the earth shook at the 

crucifixion.  The earth shook at the resurrection.  God is coming back and he 

promises that when he does, there will be the biggest shaking that has ever 

taken place.  The writer of Hebrews quotes from Haggai 2:6 where God says a 

time is coming when he will show up and he will not just shake a portion of the 

earth but he will shake the entire earth and heaven itself.  

! For these Jewish Christians in Rome, reminding them of the great 

shakedown brought to mind a whole string of verses.  

Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its 
place, at the wrath of the Lord of hosts in the day of his fierce anger.  Isaiah 
13:13

! The day of the big shake down is a time when God pours out all of his 

wrath against sin and sinners.  Not a fun time.

Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision!  For the day of the Lord is near in 
the valley of decision. The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars 
withdraw their shining.  The Lord roars from Zion, and utters his voice from 
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Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth quake.  But the Lord is a refuge to his 
people, a stronghold to the people of Israel.  Joel 3:14-16

! Joel pictures the people of the earth all needing to make a decision 

because on the day of the Lord, the great shake down, all that will matter is if you 

are a child of God.  

! John writes about this day in Revelation 6:12-17

When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like 
blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit 
when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and 
every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the 
earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and 
everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of 
the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from 
the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for 
the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

! When God returns for the great shake down, in this shaking of heaven and 

earth, all of creation as we know it, will be destroyed.  God the Father spoke the 

words and the Son carried out the fashioning of creation.  The father planned 

redemption and the son carried it out.  How do you think this great shakedown 

will take place?  The father will speak the word and the Son, will carry it out.  

! While this is a terrible time for the earth, this is going to be a great time for 

us.  Look what the writer of Hebrews says...

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken….  
Hebrews 12:28b

! Here is the good news, when Christ returns and pours out his wrath and 

everything is shaken and destroyed, the devil; his angels, and those who have 

followed him in sin are banished to the lake of fire; who makes it through?  We 

do!... Jesus is not our judge but our savior.  As it says in Psalm 102, someday all 
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of this creation will be discarded like a dirty shirt.  There will be a new heaven 

and the new earth where heaven and earth are united.  It will be an unshakable 

kingdom that can not be destroyed.  Who will be the great centerpiece of this 

new creation beyond Christ?  We are, because we are brother and sister of 

Jesus Christ and we are the grandest demonstration, the very showpieces, of 

Godʼs underserved mercy and love forever! 

! Walking away from Jesus is absolutely the most foolish thing we can do.  

Not only does it result in consequences, but it flushes the greatest benefits 

package ever created right down the toilet.

! This morning, maybe you came here shaken because of work.  Too much 

work, not enough time, and a boss that is stressing you out.  It may feel like life is 

closing in around you.  Hey, you will survive the great shakedown!

! This morning, if you are struggling to make financial ends meet.  Life is a 

discouragement and you donʼt see any hope for the future.  Newsflash, none of 

this will survive the shakedown and your retirement package through Jesus is 

sitting pretty.

! This morning, if your body is being shaken because of age or of sickness.  

Good news, a new body is on the way.  It is an unshakable body that will never 

get sick with no more tears, crying or pain.  All because of Jesus.

! Who wins in the end?  It is impossible to understate the significance of 

Christ.  The only hope for anyones future is because of Jesus.

What should I do with this message?
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! In the pressure of life where the kids have to get to sports practices, the 

bills have to be paid, the diapers need to be changed, the school work needs to 

be completed, donʼt lose sight of the fact that it is all about Jesus.  100 years 

from now, all that will matter is what you have done with Jesus.  In a world that 

says we are bigoted and narrow minded, if we talk about Jesus as the only way,  

that is not our idea, it is Godʼs.  He is the one who chose only one option.  The 

writer of Hebrew tells his audience what they are to do and what we are to do.  

We are to worship God.

Gratefulness - We are to worship God out of a heart filled with thankfulness 

because he has done it all.  We are the object of Christʼs affections.  We are 

chosen from eternity to be brothers and sisters of Jesus who is the centerpiece of 

the new creation.  We are deserving of wrath but we are given dizzying levels of 

mercy and grace.  We are the only thing that makes it through to the new heaven 

and the new earth where heaven and earth are united and God establishes his 

unshakable kingdom that will last forever.

Reverence - When the apostle John had a vision of the resurrected Jesus, he 

wasnʼt someone any of us would run up to and give him a slap on the back.  His 

feet were like glowing bronze, his eyes were like flames of fire and his glory was 

like the noon day sun.  Try looking at the radiance of the sun in July.  That is what 

the glory of Jesus is like.  We are to worship him with reverence.   

Awe - Awe means, take your breath away.  Standing in amazement.  

Speechlessness.  It means to be filled with so much amazement that we donʼt 

even know what to say.    
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Conclusion

! I wanted to end this morningʼs message by obeying the Scriptures.  I am 

asking the worship team to come back up so we can sing one final song to Jesus 

together.  Let us sin it with a heart full of gratefulness, reverence and awe for 

Jesus.   

Revelation song

Closing Prayer

! The message we donʼt want to miss is you Jesus.  Thank you Jesus for 

offering us a new covenant, help us never to refuse you.  

! As we go into this week, may this fresh picture of Jesusʼ love compel our 

hearts to overflow and share the incredible love you have given through Jesus.
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