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 Reach in your wallet and pull out a bill.  Turn to Hebrews 13 and put the 

bill in that page as a bookmark.  We will get back to that in a moment.

 This week I found some interesting statistics.  

• 15% of everything Jesus talked about pertained to how we use our money.  He 

said more about money than he talked about prayer, faith, heaven and hell 

combined.

• Only 12% of those who claim to be Christians tithe.    

 Most Christians, especially young or new Christians, do not understand 

the hand and glove relationship between worship and money.  It isn’t uncommon 

for new Christians to carry an insane amount of debt and have all their resources 

tied up paying off their creditors so they can not afford to give.  When you can’t 

give you rob yourself of the blessing of giving and the eternal rewards that could 

be yours in heaven.     

 Because the relationship between money and worship is so important, this 

morning we are will look at some practical ways Christ changes the way we look 

at our money.

Hebrews 13:5-6

 These verse have two commands to obey and two promises of God we 

can stand on to obey those commands.  Let’s look at them in that order.

Command 1 - Keep my life free from the love of money.

Keep your lives free from the love of money…  Hebrews 13:5

1



 Why would the writer of Hebrews say this?  

 My significance comes from Christ worth, not net worth.

 This fall, I began working out at the YMCA.  One of the things the YMCA 

weight room has, like most other athletic facilities, are mirrors.  They say the 

reason for mirrors is so you can watch your form but I notice that people watch 

more than their form; they like to watch themselves.  They like to look in the 

mirror and see if their biceps are bigger or their stomachs are smaller.  It is not 

wanna-be athletes who do this.  At home, we all look in the mirror to see if our 

complexion is clear, our makeup is in place and our hair is combed.  We don’t 

leave the house until we like what we see in the mirror.  

 It is not just the way we look in the mirror that matters, it is who we see in 

the mirror that matters.  Many times we boost our self-worth by our net-worth.  

The more money we have, the better we feel about ourselves.  We use our 

money to boost our self-esteem so when we look in the mirror we say, “I like what 

I see!”

 There is a problem with this.  Boosting your self-worth with your net-worth 

is a rotten way to live.  One reason why is because it is like riding a roller coaster.  

When our investments are up, our worth is up, when our investments are down, 

so is our worth.  When our house sells for a good profit, we feel good, when we 

lose money, we feel like a loser.    

 Another thing that happens when we boost our self-worth with our net-

worth is we cultivate the lethal poison of pride.  This happens when people do the 

parking lot check after a party.  We look at the cars people drive and we start to 
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rank them.  I’m better than they are, they drive a Ford Focus.  I can hang around 

that couple because they drive an Acura.  This is a rotten way to live because it 

skews reality.  Jesus warned us about this.  

Then he said to them, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  Luke 12:15

 Let’s learn what really matters.  It is time for a little review; in the book of 

Hebrews, where did we learn our value comes from?  Our value doesn’t come 

from money, it comes from who we are in Christ.  We didn’t buy God’s grace, we 

didn’t earn God’s grace, none of us deserves God’s grace.  Our value comes 

from who we are through Jesus.  

 Our wealth or lack of wealth doesn’t even compare to what we have in 

Jesus.  Remember what we have learned about our identity in Christ through the 

book of Hebrews.  

• He is the second person of the Trinity.
• He made everything. 
• He is superior to every angelic being because he created them.
• He humbled himself to become a man. 
• He poured himself fully into a human body and permanently fused humanity 

with his divinity while not ceasing to be any less God or changing his identity.  
• He loves us, died for us and paid for our sin.
• Upon our death, or Christ’s returns, whatever comes first, we begin to 

experience what it means to be the focus of God’s greatest expression of love 
toward anything he created.  

• We are identified with Christ as the adopted brothers and sisters of the second 
person of the Godhead.   

 We can’t be any more loved than this.  It can’t get any better than what we 

have through Jesus.  That is worth something and nothing we have on earth 

compares to it.  It doesn’t matter if you make $20,000 a year or $200,000, it is 

nothing in comparison.
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 Now, on the flip side, the Bible didn’t say money is evil.  We have to keep 

it in perspective.  Jesus used money.  Abraham, the father of Israel was 

exceedingly wealthy.  Job, was exceedingly wealthy.  Solomon and David were 

wealthy.  The Bible does not say a smaller savings accounts is more Godly than 

a larger ones.  The wealthy struggle with loving money, but so do the poor!  God 

is concerned with the attitude we have toward our money not the amount of 

money we have.  

 Many of life’s problems stem from loving money more than God.

 I learned some interesting statistics about money problems.  I am sorry to 

tell you that money does not always make your life better.  

• In 90% of divorces, money is cited as a key issue.

• Of men who make minimum wage ($7.25) 30% commit adultery.  By the time a 

man is earning 3 times that ($21.75) 70% commit adultery.  While I don’t think 

these statistics are right, the principle of the ratio probably is.  More money 

leads to greater infidelity.

• Motives having to do with money and sex account for 99% of the crimes 

committed in the Untied States, but those with money as their object outstrip 

sexual offenses by a ratio of four to one.1

 In Deuteronomy 17:14-20, the kings of Israel were warned not to 

accumulate three things; horses, wives and gold.  Why?  Because wealth and 

pleasure could so easily become the center of a king’s life.  Instead, at the 

inauguration of a king’s reign, he was to write, with his own hand, all the words of 
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the law, and to become intimately familiar with them.  He was to place himself 

under the law with no special privileges or rank.  He was to be as much a servant 

of the law as the poorest citizen of the land.  The goal was to keep the king from 

loving money more than loving God.  How did this work for King Solomon?  He 

violated all three of these commands and lost the kingdom.  

 Who do you think has the deepest most satisfying joy in life?  The man 

salesman who pays $500 a night for a fortieth-floor suite and spends his evening 

in a half-lit smoke filled lounge trying to impress strange women with ten-dollar 

cocktails, or a man who chooses the Motel 6 by a vacant lot of sunflowers and 

spends his evening watching the sunset and writing his wife a love letter because 

he can not afford a cell phone?  Many of life’s problems stem from loving money 

when we should be loving God.

 Loving money will derail my walk with Christ.

 Are a number of stories in Scripture illustrate this.  For example, in the 

book of Joshua, when Israel attacked Ai, Achan valued possessions more than 

delighting in God.  He disobeyed and stole gold bars and a rob for himself.  His 

disobedience affected the success of an entire nation, resulted in the loss of 

others lives, and earned his a legacy of shame that billions will remember him by 

forever.  

 In the book of Acts, Ananias and Saphira sold a piece of property in the 

early church but valued the appearance of extreme generosity before honesty 

before God.  They didn’t have to give all the money to the church from the 
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property they sold but they told others they did.  Their live for money derailed 

their spiritual lives and earned them a legacy of shame.  ,

 Who can forget the one person nobody will name their child after, Judas.  

He betrayed Christ for  30 pieces of silver.  The list could go on and on.

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Matthew 6:21

Command 2 - Be Content with what I have.

...and be content with what you have…   Hebrews 13:5

 When I was in college, I had a chance to travel on a few mission trips.  

One of the most powerful experiences I had on these mission trips was when our 

team spent time in South America in a field of scrap construction material on the 

outskirts of Sao Paula Brazil.  These were the poor homeless children of the city.  

They had few clothes and their homes were pieces of corrugated steal and scrap 

wood strung together into tent-like shelters.  Every one on our team felt sick 

watching the children of this village play with nothing more than mud and 

garbage.  What I found amazing was that the children had smiles.

 How could they smile?  They didn’t have their own bedrooms?  Their was 

no PS3, no Wii Fitness for them to use.  There was no big screen TV, no cable 

with HBO, no internet, no designer jeans, how could they be happy?  As 

Americans, we find this hard to believe but hear me when I say it, “Contentment 

has nothing to do with our material possessions.”   NOTHING!  Jesus said it!

A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  Luke 12:15

 What is one of the most widely viewed televisions programs every year?  

The super-bowl.  Just as exciting as the game are the commercials.  They cost 
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advertisers over 2 ½ million dollars per 30 second commercial.  What is the goal 

of a commercial?  To create discontent!  To tell us we need a product to be 

happy.  We think we always need something more to be satisfed.  I would be 

content if:

• I have a spouse (some of you are thinking you would be content if you had a 
different spouse)

• I had a different house
• I had more money
• I had a flat screen TV
• A new dress, an ipod, a boat, a ferret, just pick your thing!

 Let me tell you on the authority of God’s Word and the proof of human 

experience, IT IS A LIE.  od is more satisfying than a spouse, than a house, than 

a car, than a new dress, pick you trinket or toy.  Be content, happiness does not 

come from what we have, it comes from who we have.

 Our love for money diminishes our capacity to believe this is the case.  

That’s one of the reasons mission trips are so good for us.  It freaks us out when 

we meet people who have nothing and they are happier than we are.  

Promise 1 - God will NEVER leave us

 Just as the writer of Hebrews gave us two commands to obey, he also 

gives us two promises we can stand on.  These promises make it possible to 

obey God’s commands

God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  Hebrews 13:5-6

 The writer of Hebrews reaches back into the Old Testament and quotes 

the same promise God made to Jacob, to Moses and to Joshua but he is 

applyies it to us today.  God will never leave us; he will never forsake us!  The 

Greek here is a triple negative to add emphasis.  God says, I will never, never, 
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never leave you (repeat this after me).  He couldn’t say it any stronger than he 

did.  We need to know that when anxiety about our future and anxiety about our 

finances grip us, when the stock market is failing us, who will never fail us?  Who 

will never, never, never leave us?  What gives us confidence to face the future, 

our bank account or the God who will never, never, never leave us and who owns 

all the money in the world?  If we can trust God to handle our soul on the final 

day, we can trust him to handle our life today.  

Promise 2 - The Lord is my helper so I won’t be afraid.

So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can 
man do to me?  Hebrews 13:6

 Not only will God never leave us but God promises to help us.  He is the 

one who will come to our rescue in the time of need.  He is the one who orders 

circumstances, just like he did for Joseph in the OT.  God helped him in his time 

of need.    

 In 1956 the phrase “In God We Trust” became the official motto of the 

United States but it first appeared unofficially during the civil war when Americans 

realized the future of our nation didn’t rest in the value of our money, but in our 

value of our God.  The phrase grew in national importance until 1956 it was 

adopted as a motto that should be on all US currency.  What matters is not what 

we have, but who we have.

What steps should I take to place my trust in God instead of money?

 Begin a relationship with God through Christ.

 This morning, the ability to trust God more than money can only begin by 

having a relationship with the God we can trust.  That only happens through 
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Jesus Christ.  Every one of us needs forgiveness of our sin.  The only way we 

have that is by asking God to apply his son’s death on the cross for our sin to be 

the payment for our sin.  When I ask for forgiveness of sin through the death of 

Christ and I ask Christ to be in control of my life, the Bible says that in that 

moment, God creates a new heart in me.  A heart whose greatest treasure is 

God not money.  When that happens, for the first time in our lives we have the 

capacity for contentment.

 Trust in God’s goodness

 The essence of sin is questioning God’s goodness.  It is saying, I need 

something God hasn’t provided for me so I have to take it into my own hands to 

get it.  It is the same thing that happened in the garden of Eden when Eve 

decided she wanted the one piece of fruit God didn’t provide for her.  She 

questioned God’s goodness toward her and took what God hadn’t provided and 

all of humanity lived to regret it.  BUT, when we are willing to trust the goodness 

of God’s character, it is OK to not have the things God hasn’t given us.  

 If I truly need something to serve God the way he wants me to, he will 

provide it!  This is how a single man or woman stays content when they are 

lonely.  They believe God is good and in his time, when God knows it is the right 

time, he will bring Mr. or Mrs. Right into their world.  This is how you drive by 

large houses and new cars without envy.  You say to yourself, if I need a house 

like that to serve God the way he wants me to, nothing will keep God from putting 

it in my hands.  God is good, he will provide exactly what we need to serve him 

9



the way he plans for us to serve him.  If it isn’t something good for us right now, 

God won’t provide it.

 Remember Christ is the most precious possession

 When we have Christ in our life, we can lose everything and still be 

content.  We have the one thing that matters the one thing of lasting value that 

nobody can take away.  We can face a diagnosis of cancer, we can face the 

news that our retirement was lost in a scam, we can face the news that even our 

spouse or our children are lost and we can still say, God is good.  If we have 

Christ that is all we need.  

 So when we say, God, I can’t be happy without something in my life, we 

are saying Jesus, you are not enough for me.  I need more than you!  That is the 

sin of materialism, the sin of finding our true worth in the limited value of stuff 

rather than the infinite value of Christ.

Conclusion

 Take that new bookmark (your dollar bill) and hold it in your hand.  Look at 

the dollar and say, “It is not what I have.”  Look at your Bible and say, “It is who I 

have that matters.”    Amen.
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