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 After 19 months in the book of Hebrews, it is hard to believe this morning 

is our last portion of text we will study in this book.  We began this book In 

September 2008.  I remember telling you this was one of the most difficult books 

in the Bible.  I wondered how this series would go, if you would accept it and if it 

would change the church.  I am happy to say, this series went better than I 

expected.  It accomplished its purpose and re-galvanized our church around our 

savior, Jesus Christ.

 I am particularly thankful for you as a congregation.  Many of you came 

week after week with a learners heart to discover more about our great savior.  

You patiently studied the word together and found yourself changed.

 I was also changed.  This is the longest series I have preached, but it was 

also my favorite.  Week after week I was blessed by God as I prepared for our 

times together.  So with the last bits of the book before us… lets jump in a finish 

the text!

Final Words

 I want to begin by going to the final words.

I appeal to you, brothers, bear with my word of exhortation, for I have written to 
you briefly. You should know that our brother Timothy has been released, with 
whom I shall see you if he comes soon. Greet all your leaders and all the saints. 
Those who come from Italy send you greetings. Grace be with all of you.  
Hebrews 13:22-25

 There is a story about a long-winded preacher.  One Sunday he preached 

past his allotted time (this story is not autobiographical).  The congregation was 
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courteous and rather than leaving they listened to his longer message.  Finally, 

one brave teenager stood to his feet and began to leave.  The pastor was 

perturbed to have someone leaving while he was preaching on such an important 

topic so right from the pulpit he asked the teenager, “Where are you going?”  To 

which the teenager replied, “To get a haircut.”  The pastor said, “Why did you 

schedule a haircut during my sermon.”  The teenager said, “Pastor, I didn’t need 

a haircut before your sermon!”

 Amazingly, after 13 chapters of some of the most heavy duty study on 

Jesus Christ in the Bible, the  writer of Hebrews says, “I have only written you 

briefly.”  A literal translation of what he says is, 

I encourage you to remember my words of encouragement, for I only wrote you 
briefly.

 I don’t know about you but I find those words humorous.  This is a brief 

message?  Actually, it is true.  For his time in history, the letter of Hebrews is 

rather brief  compared to many ancient letters.  Other letters of the day are as 

much as three times longer!  So while it may be humorous, it is truly a brief letter.    

 I believe he is saying it is more than just brief in length, it is brief in 

content.  There is much more he could have said about the greatness of Christ 

he didn’t say. 

 He hints that when he visits them, there may be a Part II to his teaching 

about Jesus!  This is a great point of application.  Think we know all we need to 

know about Jesus reveals our ignorance, not our knowledge!  Learning about 

Jesus is like eating chips and salsa, the more you have, the more you want!  The 

more you study about Jesus, the more we want to learn.
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 Another interesting point is that when he visits, he hopes to bring Timothy.  

This is the Timothy that Paul wrote the letters of 1 + 2 Timothy to.  This comment 

is important because it helps us tie this letter to the very beginning of the church.  

It is not a latter addition like Dan Brown’s fictional lost letters of the Bible.

! Greet the leaders and the saints.  Those from Italy send you greetings.

 This is our clue that the letter was written to Jewish Christians in Rome.  

Why would they care about people from Italy unless they were in Italy?  That 

ends the letter.  Let’s jump back to verse 15 and pick it up from there.  

Let’s sacrifice!

 A number of years ago I pastored a church going through change.  The 

church had an expensive organ.  The historical worship of the church was always 

with the organ, all the songs were sung from a hymnal.  It was a very traditional 

church.  For many of us, that style of worship isn’t our favorite.  The theology of 

most hymns is spiritually rich, but the organ and hymnal is not the style many in 

the younger generation prefer to worship in.   

 When I came to the church, they had just gone through a change in 

worship style.  Nobody was left that played the organ with any skill.  The church 

used a worship team with guitars, congas, drums, bass and singers because 

those were the musical gifts present in the congregation.  When I came to the 

church, some people asked me if I could save their church, they wanted the 

worship style to go back to the way it was.  Even though we sung hymns using a 

projector screen and modern instruments, for some people in the church, that 

didn’t count.  They believed hymns needed to be sung from a hymnal, not a 

3



projector screen and the organ should be the only instrument played when we 

sung them.  I understand where they were coming from.  The changes in worship 

were too much for them to take.  

 Unfortunately, some people left the church because the worship changes 

were more than they could handle.    

 A similar struggle was happening with the first century Jewish Christians 

this letter of Hebrews was written to.  For over a thousand years the temple and 

the Old Covenant sacrifices were the way they worshipped.  The design of the 

temple was given by God.  Every piece of furniture had significance.  Even the 

location of the temple was given by God.  Ever since they could remember, 

everything about their worship and the worship of their ancestors was about the 

mosaic covenant and the temple.

 With Christ, they had something completely different.  The sacrifices of 

animals were over because Christ was the once for all sacrifice that animal 

sacrifices only prefigured.  The day of atonement was unnecessary because 

Christ is the once for all atonement.  There is no physical house of God, the 

people are the house of God.  There is no levitical priesthood, Jesus is the 

eternal high priest.  Everything about the worship they grew up with was coming 

to a screeching halt because Jesus superseded it.  Does anybody think the 

worship transition was difficult?

 The end of the sacrificial system was not just a tough transition for them to 

swallow but it was a hard transition for the society they lived in to understand.  All 

pagan worship had some kind of animal sacrifice involved in it.  This change was 
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so radical that many Christians were by the culture of atheism!  Why were they 

accused of atheism?  They didn’t offer animal sacrifices!  A second century 

church leader named Iranaeus writes saying the word on the street about 

Christians was, “Christians have no real religion, because they have no 

sacrifices.”

 Did the culture get it right?  Are Christians done with sacrifices under the 

New Covenant?  What do you think?  As Christians, we are still offering 

sacrifices, just a different kind.  What are they?

 A Sacrifice of Praise

Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 
the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Hebrews 13:15

 What is a sacrifice of praise?  The second sentence defines it.  It is the 

fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.  A fruit is a natural benefit of a tree or a 

vine just being itself.  An apple tree can’t help but bring the blessing of apples 

because of who it is.  A grape vine can’t help but bring the blessing of grapes 

because that is who it is.  With Jesus Christ as our savior, with complete 

forgiveness of sin, with being the object of God’s great affections, with the 

knowledge that everything God does is intended for our good and his glory we 

can’t help but praise God for all he has done.  Is there a sacrifice we offer, YES.  

We can’t help but continually thank God for loving us and for saving us and for 

giving us a hope and a future.  Our lips can’t help but say thank you to God!  

Have you offered your sacrifice this week?
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 A Sacrifice of Serving

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.  Hebrews 13:16

 God is not just worshipped with lip praise but with life praise. 

But if anyone has the worldʼs goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does Godʼs love abide in him?  1 John 3:17

 Sacrifice of ourselves for others comes as a natural part of being in the 

same family.

So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to 
those who are of the household of faith.  Galatians 6:10

 The affect of God’s generosity on us is a desire to be generous towards 

others, especially those in the family of God. 

   I believe this is an area God is pleased with our church.  So many of you 

opening your homes, sharing your possessions, money and time.  I am amazed 

at the practical expressions of love I see in this church.  This includes hospitality, 

bringing meals to the sick, driving elderly to doctor appointments and giving 

money to those in need.  When we make the sacrifice to do good to those in 

need, yes, we help the hurting but who gets the blessing?  We do.

 I dream that we would be a church that does not simply say we are family 

but we become famous as a church that really loves God and really loves people.  

 If you are not feeling loved by this body, I have to ask you, are you 

involved in a small group?  Are you involved in a Faith U. class?  Are you 

attending anything beyond Sunday morning so people can know you and your 

needs?  None of us can read minds.  Allow yourself to be known by others.  Don’t 

let yourself be consumed by a consumer church mentality where you think the 

6



church is there to just serve my needs, let us do good to others and let Faith EFC 

be a church where we are famous for loving and serve those around us.

Let’s Close in Prayer

 Pray for Us...

Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act 
honorably in all things. I urge you the more earnestly to do this in order that I may 
be restored to you the sooner.  Hebrews 13:18-19

 There are two things I want us to notice about his prayer requests.

 ...because prayer changes things.

I urge you the more earnestly to do this in order that I may be restored to you the 
sooner.  Hebrews 13:19

 The writer of Hebrews is adamant that the voice of prayer moves the hand 

of God.  It is hard to understand how a sovereign God is moved by our prayers 

but the Scriptures are clear he is.  

 In Luke 18, Jesus tells the parable of the persistent widow.  It is a parable 

of contrast.  In the parable a pestering widow finally gets justice because she 

pesters a judge and drives him crazy, then Jesus says

And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night?  Will he 
delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  Luke 
18:7-8

 According to Jesus, God is not someone who needs to be pestered to get 

him to hear and respond to our prayers.  If God has given us his own son, will he 

not listen to our needs?  The problem is not God’s inability to change a seemingly 

hopeless situation but our unbelief that he will answer our prayers.
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 This doesn’t mean God will always change things to the way we like them 

when we like them.  He is God and he knows what the right timing is and what 

the best answer is to our prayers.  We may not understand why he answers our 

prayers the way he does but while we may not understand our circumstances, 

we know God’s character.  He is good and he is loving to us.  He bends his 

knees to listen to our prayers.  

 ...because purity of heart doesn’t mean perfection of life.

 I found this very interesting.

...for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all 
things.  Hebrews 13:18

 Notice, he doesn’t say he has done nothing wrong and he has always 

acted honorably.  He says, “as far as I know, I have done thing wrong.”  His 

conscience is clear.  His heart is trying to act honorably but he knows his 

intentions could have been misunderstood.  This is why he needs their prayers.  

He needs God to protect him from sins he doesn’t see.   

 When I was first married, I thought of a way I could love my wife.  After 

dinner I told her to sit down and put up her feet because I would put away the 

dishes.  I thought I was blessing her.  The next day I learned she was not 

pleased with my blessing.  She couldn’t find anything because I put everything in 

the wrong cabinets.  I had the right desire in my heart but my hands didn’t 

achieve the blessing I was shooting for.  Sometimes we can try to do the right 

thing but it comes across as the wrong way.

 This is very important.  Actions may not always paint an accurate picture 

of someones heart. The writer of Hebrews has a clear conscience and desires to 
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act honorably but they would pray the his actions would accurately portray the 

motives of his heart.  

 What a great prayer request!  Lord, keep me from the sins I don’t see.  

Lord keep me from people thinking the wrong thing when I am trying to do the 

right thing.   This week, let’s make that our prayer.

 Let Me Pray for You

 Finally, we have this beautiful prayer where he closes by praying for them.  

It is a prayer that that gives all the honor to Christ.  Christ was raised from the 

dead because of the acceptable sacrifice of his blood.  Christ began the new 

covenant.  May Christ equip us with everything we need to do his will.  May he 

work in us what is pleasing in his sight so there would be more glory to Jesus 

Christ forever.

Conclusion

 As I close I want to pray this prayer over us this morning as a benediction. 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you 
with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.  
Hebrews 13:20-21
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