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 This is it!  The last message from the book of Hebrew.  It was an incredible 

journey.  Before we moved on, I wanted to take this last week for us to look back 

on some of the life changing lessons in Hebrews.  I want to tell you ahead of time 

how we will close this last message.  If God has done one or more of these 

things in you through His Word in the book of Hebrews, I hope you will come 

forward to be a visual representation of the power of God’s Word.

• If you were converted to Christ and brought to saving faith in Him.

• If you were straying from Christ and God’s word awakened you spiritually and 
brought you back to a serious pursuit of God.

• If during our studies in Hebrews you were able to renounce some besetting sin 
or gain some measure of victory over it.

• If you were restored in a broken relationship.

• If you came to a major new way of viewing the world and your identity in Christ.  

• If you gained major insight into the nature of God, his ways, and his plans for us 
through Christ.

• If you have entered a crisis and found strength to carry on through learning to 
rely on Christ.

 If any of these steps of spiritual growth took place in your life during this 

series, I ask you to come forward and join me in prayer as a visual representation 

of the power of God’s Word in our lives.  

 Here are the lessons I want us to remember.

1.  It doesn’t get any bigger or better than Jesus. Christ is the greatest thing 
God has done or could do.

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.  He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
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upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…  Hebrews 1:1-3

 Who is the most significant being outside of God the Father?  Jesus!  After 

the father, it doesn’t get any bigger than Jesus.  Not only does nothing get bigger 

than Jesus, but nothing gets better than what he did.  Jesus humbled himself to 

fuse humanity with his divinity.  He humbled himself to the point of death and die 

a humiliating and agonizing death on a cross and pay for our sins.  After paying 

for sin and canceling sin’s power against us, he rose from the grave to conquer 

death.  

 Not only can things not get any bigger or better but they can’t get any 

simpler.  To experience full forgiveness of sin, all we have to do is place our trust 

in Jesus, to make Jesus the king of our life.  It doesn’t get any bigger, better or 

simpler than what God did for us through Jesus.  Can anyone think of a grander 

display of God’s love for us than what Jesus did?  Try to find something bigger or 

better than him!

   Do you know what this means?  Sometimes we wonder if we are 

significant.  We wonder if we are loved.  We wonder if we have value.  If we were 

dead and gone tomorrow, someone would take our place.  We know we are 

expendable.

 This morning, there is limited value to who we are as an employee, a 

spouse or a parent but there is incomprehensible value bestowed upon us when 

Jesus loves us.  When God sent his son to die for us, it was not because we 

were filled with value but God chose to value us by sending his son to die for us. 
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That gives us value and significance we didn’t have.  It gives us supernatural 

levels of value and significance that is out of this world.

 You are incredibly significant and valuable not because of who you are but 

because you are the object of God’s undeserved affection.  Christ dying for us 

makes us significant.  We are adopted brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ.   

Identity can not get any more significant than identification with Jesus.

2.  Christ is the ultimate high priest. He understands my weakness and pain

For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who 
are being tempted.  Hebrews 2:18

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  Hebrews 4:15-16

 This past week I met with a friend who lost someone they love to cancer.  

They are walking a tough valley.  He told me he had a chance to talk to someone 

else who lost a loved one to cancer.  He said, it was amazing, they understood 

his pain.  They didn’t just read about it in a book or study it in class, they lived it.

 In the Old Testament times the priests listened to the peoples struggles, 

cares and worries so they could intercede to God for them.  One of the best 

things about having a priest was his ability to understand you.  Priests had  the 

same weaknesses and struggles as everyone else so they could deal gently with 

weaknesses because they had their own.

 While Jesus, as God, knew all things, before coming to earth and fusing 

the fullness of his deity with humanity, he understood weakness and pain, but he 

didn’t understand it from human experience.  The point is, after Jesus lived and 
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suffered, we now have a Jesus who really understands weakness and 

temptation.  He doesn’t just know about the road we walk, he walked the road.  

Jesus knows what it is like to have friends turn their back on you.  Jesus knows 

what it is like to lose someone we love.  Jesus understands the pull of temptation 

and the drain of weakness and fatigue.  Jesus actually lived it.

 When we go through hard times, there is nothing like the healing balm of a 

friend to come alongside us who walked the same path and made it through.  

They have a connection like no other.  Friends, there is no one who understands 

the tough stuff of life better than Jesus.  There is no better shoulder to cry on.  

There is no more empathy to be found than in the arms of Jesus.  After rising 

from the dead Jesus ascended to the right hand of God the Father where he is 

our permanent high priest and advocate.  He says, Father, I understand and 

know their pain because I lived it.  I am advocating for them because I 

understand.

 Before we leave Hebrews, remember the great high priest and advocate 

to the father we have in Jesus.

3.  Jesus saves to the uttermost.  His death perfected for all time those who 
are being saved.

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  Hebrews 7:25

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified.  Hebrews 10:14

 What happens after we’ve blown it?  We are filled with guilt and shame.  

Guilt is anger or remorse for what we have done.  After a while the guilt of 

repeated failures work their way into something deeper called shame.  Shame is 
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when we no longer feel bad for what we did, it is when we feel bad for who we 

are.  

 Trying to heal the wound of guilt and shame we look for some kind of 

penance.  We ask ourselves, what can I do to make it right?  We promise God 

we will read our Bible every day or we will do 50 Hail Mary’s or we will not drink 

pop for a week.  We do all kinds of things to punish ourselves or to make 

ourselves worthy of God’s forgiveness.

 As Christians, don’t allow yourself to wallow in the mud of guilt and shame.  

Don’t lose site of the greatness of what Jesus did for you.  His sacrifice for sin is 

so great and so complete that for us to think there is any kind of penance or 

discipline we can put ourselves under to make us more worthy of forgiveness is 

an insult to him.  It is misunderstanding the greatness of our sin and thinking it is 

something we can take care of and it is misunderstanding the greatness of what 

Christ has done because we think there is something left for us to do to find 

forgiveness.  

 This is not to say sin is insignificant but if God has forgiven us of our sin to 

the uttermost, how dare we have higher standards for forgivness than he does.  

How dare we think there is something more we need to do.

 Satan wants you to be filled with guilt and shame because it makes you 

lose perspective of the greatness of what God has done for us.  It robs you of the 

joy and forgiveness that are our through Jesus.

For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
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God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.   Hebrews 
9:13-14

 When you walk out of here this morning, don’t forget that because of 

Christ, we are completely forgiven of all our sin, our consciences are now clear.  

Before we leave Hebrews, remember that Jesus saves us from sin to the 

uttermost

4.  We are a new covenant celebrators, not old covenant sacrificers.  Christ 
abolished the old covenant.

But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.  For it is impossible 
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  Hebrews 10:3-4

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according 
to the law), then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away 
with the first in order to establish the second.   Hebrews 10:8-10

 One of the great questions about the Bible is he relationship between the 

Old Testament and the New.  The Old Testament was dominated by rituals, 

ceremonies and holidays.  It was a completely different way of life.  Was the Old 

Covenant bad? Of course not, God gave it to us.  The Old Covenant was given 

by God to show us our sin, not save us from sin.  With the coming of Christ, God 

literally abolished the Old Covenant.  Maybe a better term would be fulfilled.  He 

is everything the Old Covenant pointed towards.  When the new covenant came, 

the old covenant didn’t become bad, it became obsolete.

 Worship in New Covenant times is no longer about sacrifices for sin, it is 

celebration of forgiven sins, it is anticipation of Jesus’ return, it is about greater 

identification with Jesus, our savior and king.  When we come to church each 
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week, we come to a party.  New covenant worship is a weekly party about Jesus.  

It is about expanding and unfolding the greatness of Jesus.  

 It really irritates me when church is boring.  If church is boring, the reason 

it is boring is because the worship isn’t about Jesus.  How can brothers and 

sisters of Christ look at Jesus and not be fascinated, not be filled with awe and 

celebration?  A boring church is a church that didn’t invite Jesus to the party.  

Before we leave Hebrews, remember we are new covenant celebrators, not old 

covenant sacrificers.

5.  Don’t fall away from Jesus.  There is no plan B.

 As I reread Hebrews this week, it struck me how many straight-up 

unashamed warning passages there are in Hebrews.  There are dire 

consequences for spiritual drifters!   

Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it.  For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, 
and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we 
escape if we neglect such a great salvation?  Hebrews 2:1-3

For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence 
firm to the end.  Hebrews 3:14

Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort 
of disobedience.  Hebrews 4:11

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you 
may receive what is promised.  Hebrews 10:35-36

 Scary passages in Hebrews about spiritual drifting is one of the reasons 

pastors don’t like to teach this book.  The bottom line on spiritual drifting is really 

pretty simple.  If we drift away from Jesus, there is no plan B.  There is nothing 

more God can do to save us.  Christ is the heir of all things in eternity.  You can 
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bow your knee to Buddha in eternity if you want but you will be doing it in hell.  

God has one plan and there is nothing else he can do to save us besides Jesus.  

The writer of Hebrews wants us to quake in our boots over the devastating 

consequences of either outright rebellion against Christ when we know better or 

subtly drifting away from Christ thinking that he is just one of many ways to God.  

In our ultra tolerant culture where the only thing that isn’t tolerated is truth, we 

need to think about this carefully.  

 Teenagers, you will go through a time when Satan will push temptations 

your way to draw you away from Jesus.  You will have teachers who will ridicule 

you in class.  It is coming.  You will be told that you are you don’t have a brain in 

your head if you follow Christ.  Don’t turn your back on Jesus.  God will reward 

you for being faithful to the end.

6.  Expect tough choices. Living by faith is the only way to please God.

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  
Hebrews 11:6

 God will put us in situations that are trials and tests.  The question is, will 

we live by what we know is true from what we know is true because of our 

spiritual eyes or will we follow just what we see with our physical eyes.  Moses 

had the choice of living in posh luxury as the son of pharaoh but he turned his 

back on it because he saw with the eyes of his soul that the reproach of Christ 

was worth more than the treasures of Egypt.  Noah had 100 years of living by 

faith and being mocked as he built a massive boat in a field.  Abraham had the 

tough choice of living by faith when God told him to sacrifice his only son.
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 God will put us in situations where we will face tough choices with our 

money.  Should we save it all for our earthly retirement?  How much does God 

want us to send forward for our eternal retirement package where thieves do not 

break in and steal and rust will not destroy?  Expect to make choices in faith.    

 There will be times God calls us to take leaps of faith where things don’t 

add up on paper and where they don’t make practical sense but we choose to 

live by what we know is true in the unseen world than by what we see in the seen 

world.

 Before we leave Hebrews, remember we please God when we live by 

faith.

7.  Expect Trouble.  God disciplines those he loves.

For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 
receives.  Hebrews 12:6

For they (our earthly fathers) disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to 
them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness.  
Hebrews 12:10

 Yes, God disciplines us.  God allows difficulty into our lives.  This is not 

because God hates us but because he loves us.  The difficulty may be there to 

turn us from sin or he may have allowed the difficulty simply so he can use the 

difficulty as a platform in our lives for him to show his glory like he did with the 

man born blind in John 9.  The important thing for us to remember is God 

disciplines us to make us better, not bitter.  If we don’t receive his discipline 

knowing his love and purposes, we will become bitter.  But because we know 

God’s character.  We know he loves us enough to send his son to die for us, he 

doesn’t hate us.  While we may never know the reason God allows pain and 
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suffering into our life, we know God promises that no matter what he allows into 

our life, he wants to use it for our good and as a platform that will allow us to 

bring him glory.  Isn’t that what we are all after?

 Before we leave Hebrews, we want to remember to never look at our trials 

the same.  They are never beyond God’s hand and they are within the bounds of 

God’s purpose.    

8.  The best is yet to come!  We are redeemed for a heavenly home.

For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is 
why he is not ashamed to call them brothers… Behold, I and the children God 
has given me.  Hebrews 2:11 + 13

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect,…  Hebrews 12:22-23

For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.  Hebrews 
13:14

 God’s plans for us through Christ are simply amazing.  We are brothers 

and sisters of Jesus.  In eternity, we couldn’t have a greater identity than this.  

Right now we are a little lower than the angels but in eternity we leapfrog over 

them in identity.  Jesus created the angels but none of them can claim Jesus as 

their brother or sister; only we can.  For eternity we occupy the role of being a 

grand display of God’s completely undeserved mercy raised to dizzying heights 

of his love.  We will reign under Jesus in the New Heavens and New Earth.  

 This world is not our true home, it is only the home we are redeemed from, 

the new heaven and new earth is what we are redeemed for.  Our incredible 
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future is only one breath away.  As Paul says, the moment we are absent from 

the body, we are present with the Lord.

 This summer we will learn more more about the eternity as dive into the 

topic in a 13 week summer series called, The Mysteries of Heaven.

 Before we leave Hebrews, let’s remember that no matter how tough life 

gets, the last moment of this life is our welcome into our grand identity in the 

next. 

Conclusion

 We learned some amazing things about Jesus and God’s love for us 

through him in this book.  As we close, if God’s word in through the book of 

Hebrews had an impact on your life in any of the ways we talked about at the 

beginning of this message, I invite you forward as a way of publicly thanking God 

for the new life he has brought in your life through Jesus and God’s Word.

Jesus, thank you for loving us.  We confess our understanding of your identity is 
too small, our understanding of your love is too weak, the fullness and utter 
completeness of the forgiveness you obtained is something we struggle to 
comprehend.  Thank you for giving us a greater view of our savior through this 
book.  Thank you for the wonderful identity that is ours as brothers and sisters of 
Christ.  Thank you for this incredible Christ exalting book.  May be never be the 
same.  We give you all the glory for the changes you made in our lives through it.  
Amen.
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