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Acts 3:1-26 — The Healing Of A Lame Man
April 6, 2025

Should we expect healings like this today?

…how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. Hebrews 2:3–4 (ESV)

And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. Acts 19:11–12 (ESV)

The Miracle
Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. Acts 3:1 (ESV)
And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. Acts 3:2 (ESV)
Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 
Acts 3:3 (ESV)
And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 
Acts 3:4 (ESV)
And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 
Acts 3:5 (ESV)
But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” Acts 3:6 (ESV)
And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. Acts 3:7 (ESV)
And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. Acts 3:8 (ESV)
And all the people saw him walking and praising God, and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. Acts 3:9–10 (ESV)

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
Isaiah 35:5–6 (ESV)
The Message
While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s. Acts 3:11 (ESV)
And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? Acts 3:12 (ESV)
The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus,… Acts 3:13 (ESV)
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. Isaiah 42:1 (ESV)

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Isaiah 53:3 (ESV)
Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all and ordered them not to make him known. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.” Matthew 12:15–18 (ESV)

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. John 6:38 (ESV)

…whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. Acts 3:13 (ESV)
…and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him.” Luke 23:14 (ESV)
So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 
Matthew 27:24–26 (ESV)

But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you,.. Acts 3:14 (ESV)
And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” Luke 4:33–34 (ESV)

…and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this, we are witnesses. Acts 3:15 (ESV)
All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. John 1:3–4 (ESV)
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,…” John 11:25 (ESV)

And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. Acts 3:16 (ESV)
“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.” Acts 3:17 (ESV)
Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out,… 
Acts 3:19 (ESV)

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 (ESV)
For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 
Hebrews 10:3–4 (ESV)
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. Colossians 2:13–14 (ESV)

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1 (ESV)

…that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus,… Acts 3:20 (ESV)

…whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. Acts 3:21 (ESV)

Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 
Acts 3:22–23 (ESV)
And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. Deuteronomy 18:19 (ESV)
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12 (ESV)

And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. Acts 3:24 (ESV)
You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.” Acts 3:25–26 (ESV)

Life Group Questions
Does God heal people like this today? How were the healings of Jesus and the apostles different from the kind of healings we may experience today?
Read Acts 3:11-26. How would you summarize Peter’s sermon?
What about Peter’s sermon in Acts 3 was hard for them to hear (See verses 13, 14, 15, and 23)? What was encouraging to hear (See verses 17, 19, 20, and 26)?
When Jesus enabled Peter to do something that gathered a crowd, he saw that as an opportunity to tell people about Jesus. In post-game interviews, many Christian athletes in college and on professional teams see those interviews as an opportunity to tell people about Jesus. If you were put in the spotlight, what would you say to turn the spotlight from yourself to tell people about Jesus?
What can we learn from Peter’s sermon to help us become more effective in telling others about Jesus?
Peter begins his sermons with a sharp focus on helping people see the gravity of the specific sins in their lives. What Bible verses would you use to help others see the seriousness of their sin before you tell them about Jesus?
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