CHOANHD dHL ST LVHM

CROSSWINDS e, A T

WHAT IS THE CHURCH? = 40t . w™ %
1 TIMOTHY 1:1-11 v OO i

Which team are you or did you root for in the Super Bowl?

Read 1 Corinthians 14:37. Paul was adamant in 1 Timothy
and in 1 Corinthians that the gospel message about Jesus
was not his opinion. It came directly from God. Is that a new
way for you to think about the gospel message and its
exclusivity? How does that change the way you view Jesus?

Pastor Kurt mentioned some popular books (like The Bible
Code) that distract Christians from a simple focus on Christ.
Can you think of any other examples?

Read Romans 3:19-20 and 8:3-4. How are we to treat the
Old Testament? Why is it important to understand the
relationship between the Old Testament and the New?

Read 2 Corinthians 3:7-11, 4:3-6. Paul describes the good
news of Jesus as far more glorious than the law of God. Why
does Satan want to dull our understanding of the glory of the
gospel? What does it look like when a seasoned Christian
loses sight of the glory of the good news of Jesus?

The Bible describes numerous ways Satan tries to distract
our focus from Jesus in the following verses.
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« Read 1 Timothy 4:6-8, 6:20-21. How does Satan use
foolish controversies in the church to distract us from
Jesus? Can you think of any you experienced?

+ Read Colossians 2:8. How can Satan use philosophy and
human wisdom to distract us from the simple life-changing
message of Christ? What does a church look like when it
raises human wisdom over the power of the simple gospel
message?

« Read Colossians 2:20-23. Paul warns about self-discipline
and self-made religion becoming a replacement for Christ.
Share an example where you have seen spirituality raised
over the message of the cross.

+ Read 2 Timothy 4:3-4. Paul warns about a love for
popularity and the applause of crowds drawing people and
leaders away from the Christ (Think Joel Osteen). Can you
think of other modern popularity preachers that focus more
on entertainment than Jesus?

Read 2 Corinthians 11:3-4. Who is behind all teaching that
takes our eyes off Jesus?

Read Titus 3:9-11. How should we handle those who stir up
controversies in the church and take our eyes off following
Jesus?

Prayer — As we close the study, thank Jesus for the simple
gospel message and its power. Confess your lack of
fascination with the glory of the gospel and recommit
yourself to walk with Jesus through prayer and his Word.

SERMON QUESTIONS



