But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues
at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he went on his
way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone
around him. And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you,
Lord?” And he said, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Acts 9:1-5
(ESV)

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.
Acts 9:15 (ESV)

For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom | have mercy, and | will
have compassion on whom | have compassion.” So then it depends not
on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. Romans 9:15-16
(ESV)

Jesus came to save fools. God Came to Save Fools

Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When the Lord
restores the fortunes of his people, let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.
Psalm 14:7 (ESV)

“And a_ Redeemer will come fo Zion, to those in Jacob who turn from
transgression,” declares the Lord. Isaiah 59:20 (ESV)
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The fool says there is no God.

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”... Psalm 14:1 (ESV)

Intellectual atheists are fools.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrlghteousness of men, who by their unr/ghteousness suppress the
For wh kn wn ¢ lain
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power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are
without excuse. ForalttLngb_tb_QJLKD_e_ldLQQd._tbﬂLde_DQLtLQﬂ_Qthm_aﬁ

heir foolish h rk n C/alm/ng to be wise, they became
fools,... Romans 1 .'1 8—23 (ESV)

Practical atheists are fools.

God says everyone is a fool.

...They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, there is none who does
good. The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if

there are any who understand, who seek after God. They have all turned

aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good,
not even one. Psalm 14:1-3 (ESV)

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have
already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is
written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one
seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become
worthless; no one does good, not even one.” Romans 3:9-12 (ESV)

“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The
venom of asps is under their lips.” “Their mouth is full of curses and
bitterness.” “Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and
misery, and the way of peace they have not known.” “There is no fear of
God before their eyes.” Romans 3:13—-18 (ESV)

1) We are alienated from God.

2) We can not turn to God.

| am so dead in sin, | can NOT turn to God.

The book of John shows us why we came to
Jesus.

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And |
will raise him up on the last day. John 6:44 (ESV)

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all... John 6:63 (ESV)

The Emmaus Road shows us how we
recognize Jesus.

But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. Luke 24:16 (ESV)
When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and

broke it and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. Luke 24:30-31 (ESV)

The Damascus Road shows us how
salvation begins.
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