
Joyful acceptance of the suffering 
God ordains.
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result 
in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 1 Peter 1:6–7 (ESV)

Hearty work in my vocation.
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 
Colossians 3:23–24 (ESV)

Every good thing I do goes 
towards my reward.
knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will 
receive back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 
Ephesians 6:8 (ESV)

When will I get my reward?
...he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
Acts 17:30–31 (ESV)

“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will 
give to everyone according to what he has done. Revelation 
22:12 (NIV)

Want To Learn More?  This handout, small group questions, sermon manuscript and 
the audio files of the sermon are available at:

 www.faithefree.com or www.christ2rculture.com 
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We have misconceptions about final 
judgment.

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. John 
5:24 (ESV)

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1 (ESV)

My life will not escape serious 
review.
Ananias + Sapphira

David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And 
Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; 
you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed you 
have utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you 
shall die.” 2 Samuel 12:13–14 (ESV)

 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each one may receive what is due for what he has 
done in the body, whether good or evil. 2 Corinthians 5:10 
(ESV)

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God;...So then each of us will give an 
account of himself to God. Romans 14:10, 12 (ESV)

wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and 
there is no partiality. Colossians 3:24–25 (ESV)

Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who 
practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will 
escape the judgment of God? Romans 2:3 (ESV)

How can I gain more reward?
Joyful acceptance of persecution.
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 
so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
Matthew 5:11–12 (ESV)

Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. Acts 
5:41 (ESV)

Financial generosity in the name 
of Christ.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. Matthew 6:19–21 (ESV)

Practical care for those in need.
He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you 
give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your 
brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a 
feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and 
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:12–14 
(ESV)
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I am forgiven for my sins, but it 
still matters how I live.
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10 (ESV)

They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might, 2 Thessalonians 1:9 (ESV)

and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the 
lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet 
were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever. Revelation 20:10 (ESV)

Rewards are a legitimate 
motivation for serving Christ.
choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God 
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered 
the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of 
Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. Hebrews 11:25–26 
(ESV)

But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return, and your reward will be great,... Luke 6:35 
(ESV)

What do eternal rewards look like?
We regain more than we lost.
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, 
when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who 
have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, 
for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will 
inherit eternal life. Matthew 19:28–29 (ESV)

We gain greater glory with Christ.
 The Spirit himself bears witness to our spirit that we are 
God’s children. And if children, then heirs (namely, heirs of 
God and also fellow heirs with Christ) – if indeed we suffer 
with him so we may also be glorified with him. For I consider 
that our present sufferings cannot even be compared to the 
glory that will be revealed to us. Romans 8:16–18 (NET)

We gain greater rulership with 
Christ.
And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you 
have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority 
over ten cities.’ Luke 19:17 (ESV)

How can I squander my rewards?
Failing to build with quality on the 
foundation of Christ.
Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one’s work will 
become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work 
each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the 
foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will 
be saved, but only as through fire. 1 Corinthians 3:12–15 
(ESV)

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for 
you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness. James 3:1 (ESV)

Willful sin squanders my reward.
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance 
as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. For the 
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