
He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you 
give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your 
brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a 
feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and 
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:12–14 
(ESV)

A Mind of Purity.

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 
this:   ...to keep oneself unstained from the world. James 
1:27 (ESV)

Want To Learn More?  This handout, small group questions, sermon manuscript and 
the audio files of the sermon are available at:

 www.faithefree.com or www.christ2Rculture.com 

James 1:26-27
Real Religion

Next Week: ames 2:1-9 - Playing Favorites
Two Weeks: James 2:10-14 - The Kind of Faith that Doesn’t Save

I am saved by faith alone but 
faith is never alone.
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...if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. Romans 10:9 (ESV)

What does Real Religion 
look like?

A tongue that is under control.
If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is 
worthless. James 1:26 (ESV)

The good person out of the good treasure of his heart 
produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure 
produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his 
mouth speaks. Luke 6:45 (ESV)

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only 
such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it 
may give grace to those who hear. Ephesians 4:29 (ESV)

Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, 
which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 
Ephesians 5:4 (ESV)

A heart of compassion for the helpless.

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction,... James 
1:27 (ESV)


